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Text 1 Learning about Life

As we grow, we learn many things about life. Some of these lessons are easy and
some are difficult. What is the best way to learn them? Some believe that they can
learn best by listening to the advice of others, while some people believe that it is bet-
ter to learn through personal experience. Both methods have their advantages.

In the first case, leamning by listening to others, we have the benefit of learning
from others’ mistakes and are thus being able to avoid them ourselves. We can take
advantage of the experience and wi our friends and family. This will help us to
make better decisions and avoid costly erfors. Furthermore, the people who know us
well can advise us effectively because they understand our strengths and weaknesses. At

the same time, they are sometimes able to see situations more objectively than we are.
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In the second case, learning through doing, we have the advantage of gaining
meaningful experience. We will no doubt better remember the lessons we learn when we
other skills through personal experience and can learn from our mistakes.

Finally, no two people are exactly alike. Therefore, what family and friends think
may be suitable for them, but not appropriate for us. b

enjoy the rewards or suffer the (_:_q_r_lg;g]@n%:% ourselves. Moreover, we can often develop

Given a choice between these two ways of learning about life, 1 would still choose
the former, learning through the advice of others. This is because I believe 1 should
take advantage of all the resources available, and the experiences of my family and
friends are a valuable resource. For example, if I were preparing to take my first trip
abroad on my own, the advice of others who have already experienced such a trip could
only help me. Just as we can leamn from history, we can learn from the past actions of
those close to us.

In conclusion, 1 find advantages in both ways of learning. Although I prefer to
learn by listening to the advice of others, that does not mean I will forgot learning
through my own experiences. It does mean, however, that I will approach new experi-

ences with the added benefit of my family and friends’ good advice.
Text 2 Keeping Customs

When people move to another country, they not only face a different environment
and language, but also different customs. Every culture has its own customs, and all of
them are valuable. However, deciding how to deal with the problem of unfamiliar cus-
toms is a challenge for many immigrants. Some choose to follow the customs of their
new country, while others prefer to adhere to their own customs. Each of these choices
has some advantages as explained below.

When people choose to follow the customs of their adopted country, they may find
that it helps them to adapt more quickly to the new society. They have something to
discuss and share with their new neighbors, and sharing customs is one way for people
to feel closer to one another. Thus, following the new customs may help immigrants feel
more at home. It may also help them to see the positive things in their new emus%:
ment and do forget their feelings of homesickness. N

On the other hand, those who choose to continue following their own customs may
also find that it helps them feel more at home. There are many things to adjust to in
another country, and following their traditional customs may help people feel more se-
cure in the new surroundings. More importantly, our customs are a part of us. They are
an expression of the culture that has shaped us. This is something that most of us
would like to pass down to our children and share with others. Sharing our old customs

can also bring us closer to our new neighbors.
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To sum up, our customs have value and are an important part of our culture.
' Therefore, 1 don’t believe that we should abandon our traditional customs when we
move to another country. At the same time, 1 believe that we should learn about the
customs of our new home and follow those that appeal to us. In this way, we can re-
member and celebaajte our old culture while adapting to our new one.
/“QQ Text 3 Planning Activities

In this busy society, our free time is very valuable to us. It is important that we
take some time to relax and r our energy in order to face the challenges ahead of
us. Different people lik'gx&* sp_%f‘air leisure time in different ways. Some like to plan
their activities so that they can make the most of the time available while others prefer
not to plan anything. Both schools of thought have their aduarllt_ag\es. - -KE}‘%«- W&ok

When people carefully plan their leisure time, they will not waste any time on de-

€
€n

cision making or last-minute preparations. This saves them time and, therefore, makes
them feel that they have more free time to enjoy. Planning ahead also allows people to
take advantage of the opportunity to participate in certain restricted activities. For ex-
ample, by planning ahead, they can buy tickets for a concert or play that may later be
sold out. Finally, being better prepared for an activity not only saves time but can
make the outing more fun and more meaningful. It is not much fun to make a sponta-
neous trip to the beach only to find you have left your swimsuit at home.

However, unplanned leisure time also has its advantages. With no commitment to
take part in a certain activify or meet a friend at a cgrtairi hour, the non-planner can
take advantage of last minute changes and opporturiities. Furthermore, he will not be
disappointed should his plans fall through, because he has made none. On the other
hand, if someone has looked forward to a baseball game all week, it is very disappoint-
" ing if it is cancelled due to rain. Last but not least, unplanned leisure time can be
more relaxing. During the work week, we must all be punctual and face deadlines. Some
people prefer to make their free time as different from that as possible.

Although both planned and unplanned leisure time have their benefits, I still prefer

to plan my free time activities. My free time is limited, and so I want to make the best

use of it. By planning ahead, I can take part in the activities that I want and spend
time with the people 1 want to see. And in case my plans should be changed by un-

foreseen circumstances, I can always go to Plan B.

Text 4 People Are Never Satisfied (%@‘}_‘

No matter how much we have, it seems that there is always something more to
strive for. It is a rare person who is truly content with his life just as it is. However, 1

believe that a certain amount of dissatisfaction is a natural part of human nature and is
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actually beneficial to mankind. Affter all, it is dissatisfaction with the way things are
that pushes us to improve. In my opinion, people will always want something more or
something different than what they have.

Take Edison for example. He was not satisfied with the knowledge he gained from
the books and teachers of his time. He still had many questions to which he could not
find satisfactory answers. This dissatisfaction led him to make many important discoveries
and they, in turn, contributed greatly to the advancement of mankind. There are many
other examples like Edison throughout history. In addition, people are competitive. They
like to keep up with others, so when one pemes something desirable, those
who know him will want to do the same. Furthermore; people like to express them-
selves and differentiate themselves from others. This leads people to strike out on their
own in some way and do or invent something‘ new, which in turn leads to a new fad for
the others to follow. , 4 ‘

For all of the above reasons, 1 believe that people will never be truly satisfied

with what they have. They will always be wgtﬁ(& something new or better, and it
is this process that leads to progress. In ‘the end

8.
w R

Text 5 The Importance of Science and Mathematics

e dissatisfaction can be good for

A classical education ofien emphasizes the importance of history and ‘literatl‘lre.
There is no doubt that these are important subjécts for all students to study; however, 1
do not believe that they are any more important than science and mathematics are to-
day. Ideally, a student would receive a well-rounded education in which all of these
subjects play an important part. Therefore, 1 cannot agree with the statement that litera-
ture and history are more important than science and mathematics.

In fact, it can be argued that science and mathematics are becoming increasingly
important. In today’s society, technological advances occur rapidly and are usually the
result of developments in the fields of science and mathematics. If they do not study
these two subjects, students will not be able to contribute to the further development of
technology. Furthermore, technological advances affect everyone’s life. Without a basic
understanding of math and science, it is difficult for people to take full advantage of
new products and tools. So no matter what one ’s field, it is important to study these
two subjects.

In my opinion, all subjects can contribute to a good education. No matter what
one’s interests or future career, it is best to gain some basic knowledge in as many ar-
eas as possible. And finally, given the rapid pace of technological advances in our soci-

ety, the study of science and mathematics is essential.
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) 40 . That sex ratio will be favored which maximizes the number of descendants an
individual willrhave "and hence the number of gene copies transmitted.
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#4n:A desire to throw over reality a light that never was might give way abruptly

]

to the desire on the part of what we might consider a novelist scientist to record exactly

and concretely the structure and texture of a flower.

A desire to throw over reality a light—ff B ZZ Bl SC ) 4K 28/ that never was might
give way abruptly to the desireltZKEBMNERASERMBA/SE A EKE/ on the part
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of what we might consider a novelist scientist to record exactly and concretely the struc-

ture and texture of a flower/5 TH R AREER AT o] AERAE A — 3B/ DRFE B 2R AR
HLEWHHFAEIDR T RN SN BN KE,
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Bdn . “Reform” in America has been sterile because it can imagine no change ex-
cept through the extension of this metaphor of a race, wider inclusion of competitors, “a
piece of the action,” as it were, for the disenfranchised.
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egl] Migraine, the most debilitating common form of headache, afflicts perhaps 18
million Americans, who collectively lose 64 million workdays year and thus cost the na-
tion $50 billion in medical expenses and lost work time.
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