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Unit One

(_ TEXTS AND EXERCISES |

‘%' TEXT A

Maya: away from crowds’

Central America is home to many secret treasures for tourists who like to avoid the crowds,’

including numerous ancient Maya settlements.

The seven countries of Central America — Guatemala, Panama, Belize, Honduras, El Salvador,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica — are full of natural beauty and cultural treasures. Many of the region’s
nature reserves, ancient Maya settlements and colonial cities have been declared world cultural heritage
sites by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.3

There are lots of volcanoes and an exotic animal kingdom to explore, yet few people outside the
region know of them. The view into the crater of the Masaya Volcano in Nicaragua is a breathtaking
experience, enlivened by the accompanying strong smell of sulphur and the loud screaming of parrots.’
Yet the car park on the edge of the crater is nearly empty. This is a boon for daring travelers who can
enjoy all the beauty without having to share it with hordes of others visitors. ’

El Salvador has a “ road of flowers,” and Nicaragua has a “ road of white villages” connecting
villages from the colonial period.® Honduras is developing a means of connecting the native American
communities in the Atlantic coast.

Geological enthusiasts could also follow a volcanic trail through Central America. ' There are
many volcanoes in just a small area, some with perfectly cone-shaped peaks constantly emitting smoke
from their craters. Some of them are partially accessible.®

A bus travels to the edge of the Masaya craters in Nicaragua, an active volcano just 500 meters
high. For safety reasons, every traveler should get local information from the local tourism authority
before climbing a volcano.



Caric

The Arenal Volcano in northern Costa Rica terrified local inhabitants and tourists in August 2000

when it spouted hot gas and ash.

Individual travelers can easily find travel information. The long distance buses that connect all the

countries in the region are very comfortable with air conditioning and TV.

And if you travel through the villages in small, local rundown buses, you will swiftly come into

close contact with local inhabitants and their animals. You are just as likely to have a hen thrust into

your lap as a small child.’

A
%’ NOTES
P — S

1.

6.

Maya : EFESCEI & A JOHET 2,600 5724 AR TAE 38 ¥ & (Yucatan Peninsula)ff) £ #{ ED 28 %2
AICH, TE 70 325 3| 925 Flakb THEER, MEZ%. NERAT. At HAAF|
ZELNFA DB,

behometo REN “£-MXHE, FYREYHIBEESHEEKY” , XETEEIBER

B “RRzat” . ,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization: B&E#E . #l¥ 53

AR, BHEEHRA UNESCO (B& EHHE CHL).

world cultural heritage: t5 X4k, 7 1972 4F 10 AR S EHF CARECREBFHNE
16 B K& ERERIL “tHRB=ZRL” (World Heritage Committee) 27 (HR#r=4
) (World Heritage List), ZHRh&RnAxt @Ry K. B 1978 5 —Huth Rt
EREBARE 2003 6, £HFHLE 754 LBEF-HEIIA GHRARFZLFR) , HPEIE 582
RbtHEFSCAL RS, 149 At 57 B SR (World Natural Heritage)#i 23 Ab/E & #t72, HhRE
|29 BFIANT ZEZR.

FEJEA: HURER IR R R KL DSt 2 (the view into...)HIEHE, REEIR—O%
S (breathtaking), {H&={REEVIPBIRTIMBEGREL, WRIBRSRGHMAER, R LR M
X, Ri(enlivened byye fttR. A ARA “ ¥ KB IIHLREIEBISHE K LR — R0 5
B HE. ESHP, FREBMAKLOBER R MBI SRR R R SRR, ” X
HEELR LR RE TR, BEXHRHFENEAHRKXEE “breathtaking”H1 “enlivened
by'®RH, EHMANGHE THIIMESRRES, —MREBIHALOETUEE ASRHNR
Wi, J&—AahVE R R BB R FRBATR AT 2 8BRS AR 0 5 O Z — 1 (enlivened ) TR 3E .
PEANZEIRIR. B, experience —iFiX BB RRiFHHF.

Yet the car park on the edge of the crater is nearly empty. This is a boon for daring travelers
who can enjoy all the beauty without having to share it with hordes of others visitors. X
FAEMETXRRERERE: RESPEALMLERN, EERTERESEALOMKAZE
o FrEL B RIRRGREXT AR L B B A ST H I — R

...villages from the colonial period: JE RN, REHMEMA T 1492 ERMERNEE 19 L+
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% EXERCISES

M-I R AT P EMOERN . BTHEMZUS, ERPEMERET 19 1L 20 F
A 30 SEARIRBF ML,

iX B volcanic trail &4 “ERBEBKLKNE” , AR “BHXKLHWRE/NE” .

X B E—A]H ) some ZRETAIFH some FI—3B5, BH: ERLLFTHEMAKKKLF,
F U FAEKRR AT UL, X8 “RBEKKT” BAFHRREREX, WAFEE,
X815 LAIMBCRMBT T, IRESHEN—MRITZ . 546, partially accessible AAJiFEA
“HEFSTUEIE” 3 “TREEEE" BREEETHIGE. EEBREXNERE (BF
ekl B FEKR BT AR ) IR, ATLUHESER (R AMIEZE T2 EF EITN
FILEmE) RiEHXK.

...you will swiftly come into close contact with local inhabitants and their animals. You are

just as likely to have a hen thrust into your lap as a small child. {F&1X B justas &£& X L%
BRTHER swiftly FIGHEH) likely, RoRBmE AL, XBFE—ATHEH: You are likely

to ... as you swiftly come into close contact with...

>

I. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

10.

Unfortunately, over the years Stonehenge has suffered from such an influx of visitors and now bears
many scars.

Now a World Heritage Site, Stonehenge and all its surroundings remain powerful witnesses to the
once great civilization of the Stone and Bronze Ages, between 5,000 and 3,000 years ago.

The Australian continent has many different climatic zones ranging from tropical in the north,
leading to subtropical and savanna, to arid deserts in the centre and temperate in the south.

Towering over Black Hills of South Dakota at 6,000 feet above sea level are the four life-like
figures of American presidents: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and
Theodore Roosevelt.

The reason for Disney’s success are varied and numerous, but ultimately the credit belongs to one
person — the man who created cartoon and built the company from nothing.

The line of trees that breaks the monotony of the pavement is laden with leaves in shades of russet.
The beauty of our country — or at least south of the Highlands—is as hard to define as it is easy to
enjoy.

We have here no vast mountain ranges, no illimitable plains, no leagues of forest, and are deprived
of the grandeur that may accompany these things.

About an hour’s easy drive north of Cairns, you come across the bougainvilles-draped little town of
Port Douglas. Cairns and “Port”, as it is locally known, both offer direct access to the wonders of
the Great Barrier Reef.

The Southern Downs region of Queensland has a promotion which does underline the fact that there
is more to Queensland than rolling surf beaches, golf courses and coral reefs.
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‘%' TEXT B

— e BB KA/ KO BE RAT GBI RATH B T EIURA SRS AR, * AR
Mdr i 25,000 FF 2 E, HPEoaZHHE LK. R 620,000 AOF, BAZ=1EHK. &
BEERHHEPURE, fAsgeeux s,

BAIBIAE EAFAE ESIAEIIRIBRAKY, * BT DB R BAIE AR B 2 K M SR A SR X A
TiH. WHEL=XK, FSEHRFOFE. ROET -MERENE. KEREE-NER BHL,
FhfEE  ER. ©

BERERAT, "AANBEEE, L ERENREOLBEREITANG, IS EBEN
BT, —ASBREMmBE, —RITEMNINE. °

FAEMARSMT kK, TRERNKENERSNEEE. RS THMEELITRK, 4]
HREEE KNOEASRRE R, F—2)L, RIVESLETHEET. " RALFHRE
AR IXKRERFNENT .

4
> NOTES
S NotEs.

1. AXR—BHIC. FCPGEFMUE R, HTRET S AW T, Efa44S. FX
AR BB A B E A8 E.M. Foster i1/} A Passage to India ( (ENEZ1T) ), ERXER
Bei® A “APassage to Xishuang Banna’, B AXEIFICEEERET —REH, MARER
SRR — e SR R R B

2. FHPGERXEFNAShEAA, B R, “BERN”. CEEBLT. B3 FH,
ERENHAARSAEERMNE, ERXEFEHR, Hh “8” M R RRFER
X, “BYR MR MERKRERN . XRA)TFERIEER, BFLRCRREERLMN
EHIAFAHFEBRIRESE, RRRERXIGES)EMNFEREIFESERMAEIESEHE
e, XE ‘X7 M ‘& wRAKEESRERR, WHFERRSZE. K.

A) A small plane took off from Kunming, carried us, flew over the mountains, and sent us
to...

B) A small plane which took off from Kunming carried us over the mountains, and sent us
to...

B ARER), BA “BRERN” RBEIFE, R WIVTHBEERS, Xeshiak

&N, R WBIEE, BARARERMINEARGEHS, FUBERREFRER (8%

FX TR sentus CEEEFHN, FTUARBEL. HIBUWAER, BAXBEFREEHE

CHEKHSE. FEEENR, XEGERXFHMEHAEL ‘R BIREKRN. $35

ARRRNZ 1T
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10.

11.

Z, POFEN, ATEERRERNNAFREEREZ THRAE.
“CHOEREERPERERN IS, BT UUR R _EE A national minorities 5% ethnic minorities.
73R IE R Tk A Bt AT F minority people. {B £ A §&i% 4 minority nationalities .

“BUE” ZFPR B RARE, TEFXPHE Z4A scattered £ EiEFME. KB AREE
H&lE scatteredly.

AR NFTHES1E K We were just in time to join in their Water Splashing Festival when
we arrived there. ZHFXFIE_FEN—NEEEH, TR,

A R)HIBESA gathered FE R IFE, FTLUAEEM everyone. Mb4h, “FRBEHEE NEHR”
BISEFECP T MEEE of water". FWANMERERBBK TR FRERTREETTE.
XH B —FEMURR, KRS, A0 NEERIFER:

A) Then they began to dance.

B) Then the dance began.

%l A BRE ETXARRF, FARANBHFELEFGHE, HEANERAMABIIRTTIN.
%l B R ERERLCE N (R EXPEERET) FHET. ERXF “BE” R
KWRJLBUESNZ —, LA REERh 4.

KB “KEREMBRECATRERMGITNEG” RRKESH, RERERFR, FUSEHEE
. BEFCHTHILERSEWH, RIFL.

KAJR C—ifereees, —ihee” GHURFHERRXEBFEEABTFITNEBSIE, L
“EAT” RBESNERE, FRoRBUENIT B3R N ARE S HER

Af) “[EH” —FAWLATEY “splashed back” R “%%F” —FHEHHEE. AL

A) who spléshed back with a smile

B) who splashed back smilingly

C) who splashed back with a laugh
XJUMIREHRATERZN. Bk smile —ARER—M “EERNME", SRKTRIRESGHE
AN, HIR, with a smile fl with a laugh X RETEREE “HH”, XBAFEL4H
AMTBIZELFHRRERRIRG =

“BENCHE " BMHEWRES P FERE KEMNAIRNAT: | really cannot remember that
| had more hilarious time. XE2%FXHAMER B, HBFAKS.

5% EXERCISES
e R

II. Translate the following sentences into English.

AN

AXEARBREZRELREX, SERTTHTHEE.

BOKTREBENERYH, WNEERGANA, HATAH 4 A4,
PUNETBRIBILALR, R—BIEEET, RURRMRER.
BEERWHEETANSESHREIR, HREENKRSHFERL N LR,
EOHR B ARE, RAMERMHBIRWIRR, Lo 803 A i RIS £4 50k
EREE, RITEMETLUURR, BTUS 5 MR RE.
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7. BESTHERBILARFELREIABRRSEBHIER.

8. FEEAEKFHERSE, BKELHANEELTREESMN K.

L “ZuR” REBYEREE, MBI =ERRAPER, EAENIET L, REWMEES, £
K204 B,

10. 2009 FmR TR TG, XE¥EREEEN T RWVASTM, XERFH].

% SKILLS OF TRANSLATION

—. BN
BERRENEEIRNE—-IHT. ENERERATEWN, RAEROERANTREN
EFRIEL. FTUETEZN—BESNCERL . BB RO LT RERSC, AMUER
W EAS - MR T, TEERERMERESHE. 9 TE507T. BESBREZENAERR.
BEAFRME, RERKECERXNER, BCHRMPZRET. ik, EANEET R
EBURUE: “RIEEIEETEE, MEFEURRZREET.”
ERELRY, POABUARETRXMEX. Bk, EmIERE IR,
EEFEFXNRHERA L. Him:
1)  The view into the crater of the Masaya Volcano in Nicaragua is a breathtaking experience,
enlivened by the accompanying strong smell of sulphur and the loud screaming of parrots
R R MR ARBBREK LR —RIROHROGE. BESGH+S, Rewhkdlin
M SR SR ZUBR R SR R RO AR FE B R R
WH: ESCAE — AR B B e 4 KBS KL R — K IOBI R . FXE
FEXBEWERR: — AALOEEEA—MEENRRE, = HEEERIMOR
FAORFINT S| WA E XA AR “F” 5 “Or. B” REMARNER, T
RA—#. BREBRBERRIX—H.
2)  Yet the car park on the edge of the crater is nearly empty. This is a boon for daring travelers
who can enjoy all the beauty without having to share it with hordes of others visitors.
W KENREEEZERESEX XL OGS, Fimi Ol nfERER, mAL
BERE—KBEEPEIA—RSZE.
Wl BRXHWEBESFHER, BFEASEKREHARGEIEEFEEXOLORLS, B
LREMEEGRZEHHH: EFRNME, M0 082 EERA R~ DY B
HERNEHR.
3) Geological enthusiasts could also follow a volcanic trail through Central America.
R MR AEE W AHE BAR S KL R B F A R M.
BEBA: volcanic trail HREHE &K LK /DE, TIARE KWLM RRIER . B forest trail
8 “HE/NE” TIAR “ BRI /DE”. 55b, geological & geology (Hb
) WgEaErA.



4)  There.are many volcanoes in just a small area, ...

wRiE: PRMKLARS, BMER—/ Pt EFFL k.

VB R EAA A — TR, SR A B S B SERR F 2, X4 volcanic
trail 233 X B2 just a small area.

5)  Some of them are partially accessible.

Wi HEKLFRETEEEE.

WY XANENTFAGRAE, PMEEENREETHE—LTK, XEHEEER
HRFHERR . XARXMEBLHM X RE A M. FHKsE
BRI T AT, BERERT. HHPBE/IANT “HHLR” Bigh <4
LAgER ",

= NEEMKRAREE

AR E b, SRR T /MMM R O ER ERBERRIALS, T8 —Makg
BRI ZRAADERBEHFRUMES, MEERARSTHNIES. A—MUERA,
AR AR LA R SRS I35 3007 55 2 % Y b T AR08 SR ST A “ Bk o < B3k 7,
FAETHAE WA AR5 ZAHX R

Bk$E: dance (417), dance (3hiH]), to dance (FER), dancing (Fh4 AL A)
Elik: arrive (3hiH]), toarrive (AEX), arriving (BhAZFBIMES ), arrival (i)

LIS TRY, SRR LB AT RS R MR AR R A%, BHEARAR
XAZE; ToOGE B BRI NISRZ AR . B, JUANERAR R B ZEE 88 LE A ) — AN BUE
W SHMAR, —AMNGERERAEREE N LMAE AR RIGERE . F.

) flRT, RIBE.

B3 —: 1was delighted that he arrived.
B#3=: His arrival delighted me.
B3 =: His arriving delighted me.
22) PTRAMBT —F, ZRUAEERED, @EFE%ET.
Just then the donkey suddenly gave a loud bray.
2b) JUREVSZRWITR T FHIMAE, REGURAREENT.
After a few days the tiger gradually became accustomed to the donkey’s braying and was no
longer so afraid.
2¢) FFAQUKMER, HABRBRLEERE.
He (The donkey) not only brayed loudly, but struck out his hind legs and kicked wildly,
3) BRAE LN HXREL .
B3 —: About 10,000 people visit the garden every day.
3L ": The garden has about 10,000 visitors every day.

REE 1 BIFIGESYE kT THEMARRKARGEESE. 4E08LA)%R, AT

BEXMEREBEFRE AL, AXFSEERRNK G, BRES 2608, bray F=FEBR L

7
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FRTARKE X . B 2a BRFEXRRYPFRYT —F, WRIE brayed AIEIRBARARER
AXMEN. # 20 F “PFRE” SR FURAT, Ek3)4418 braying BREE421E bray
BEIFHIE. Bl 2c FH N7 FRFAEBRRMOER, LA brayed B AFED. FE, LER
LR “EEFB” B “EE” HEEH laughingly B laughing all the time, FR AL E T
KE: A4 laugh (with alaugh), FXERLEEFMNE —BEEAEMERT

BT LRESR, BEEENEERAAX LEEEOWE, 21030488 L
ERX, @FAEPEES. mEEF 18 “F3—" BRAFER, “FXT7 M CFXZ T HE
ER. Hp “@F3xx=" ffzhZiEk “FX =" FHZ AKX SHEEBRNHEEN, FTIULERR
IR AR ESE., R, B3 8 “B3X 27 BRE “F3X—" EHER.

Hoh, BTOGEARRRE, SRS “REE4ZE” M CBIR a4, EERAE
AR, ERIGERFERIE, Fit, DUFEN, IATEFHE, LIRS L TXMHERRE
HR. .

4) HTHEBRES.

#3—: He works hard.
#¥3C: Heis a hard worker.

5) WRREXLE,

#3C—: She writes very well.
#3CZ: Sheis a very good writer.

BZ, BEVLARMNRBENFAMESEEE LNESR, RB5ONREE—FE A REBH

BEXEXHER, HHRAEREHIEX.

(®» MORE EXERCISES

I. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. Prague offers a stunning blend of history and modernization,
2. One day I strolled into a curiosity shop where I browsed the antiques on display.

3. To travel by Greyhound is easy, cheap and convenient, though not so fast as travelling by plane or
so comfortable as by train.

4. InJanuary New England was covered with thick snow and ice while Miami was warm with flowers

in blossoms.

5. Sparsely populated by the descendants of its original inhabitants, Arnhem Land is accessible
through specialized operators (some of them Aboriginal owned) which give travellers rare and
unforgettable insights into indigenous Australian art and culture.

6. The island continent of Australia offers an enormous array of scenic variety and you can take the

opportunity of enjoying just about every adventure you’ve ever dreamed possible.
7. The idea of going to Europe just for scenery is my idea of a misspent journey when there are so many

different cultures to explore and historical and artistic experiences to absorb.
8. (Scotland is spectacularly beautiful.) From moors to dark brooding mountains to bottomless lochs,
and from sweeping ocean beaches to ranges of blue hills profiled like a Chinese water-colour, the
landscape rarely failed to interest and often evoked awe.
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9. Mark Twain was so impressed that he said of Montreal “you can’t throw a brick without hitting a
church.”

10. The villages and towns were usually perched on the edge (of the farms) so as not to waste arable soil
and because there was a need, before the High dam tamed the Nile, to live beyond the reach of the

annual floods.

. Translate the following sentences into English. Try to come up with two versions
for each.

MR BRI & -

WEEEER, HAEEREBERR.

H—ERA2%¥, ERRERBHRUATSH.

EERFAERZANERESRER.

FREL SR SW, RLARBZA BRI L.

B UGE, OAURTREL MEBMXITES.

BEXKZEGS, EXRNNMRALRITER.

“HHANTER, KEBPSEMINE, SPELSHFHRT THHEN.
XHEASERE, MNETEERNBREN.

MEFERER. ATFHNERICECHRTRAER L, HABRNHE, S A-EMEAREN
Lro

]
Y

0 o kWD

—
=

I11. Translate the following passage into Chinese.
Delta

The large river best known to the ancient Greeks was the Nile of Egypt. They spoke of the river
with admiration and called Egypt “the gift of the Nile”. The reason for this was, first, that the Nile
brought water to a rainless desert and, second, that once a year, the river overflowed its banks, leaving,
as the water went back, a new layer of fertile soil.

The flood waters carry in them soil (called silt) from the upper parts of the river valley to the lower
parts, and so to the sea. But as the river meets the sea, the sea acts as a barrier and forces the river to
drop the silt it is carrying. ’

There are no tides in the Mediterranean to carry the silt away, so year after year it collects at the
mouth of the Nile, and the river must find its way around islands of silt to the always more distant
Mediterranean. In this way, a vast area of fertile soil has been built up at the mouth of the Nile and out
into the sea. The river water splits up to form small branches winding across the area. To the ancient
Greeks, the mouth of the Nile looked like the Greek alphabet delta.

Now we sometimes name things after the letters of the alphabet they resemble: a U-turn, an I-beam
a T-square, an S-bend, and so on. The Greeks did the same. The triangular area of land built up at the
mouth of the Nile looked like the fourth letter of the Greek alphabet delta (A) and so this was the name



they gave it. The word is now used for all areas of land formed at the mouth of rivers which flow into
tideless seas, even when they are nor triangular in shape. The Mississippi delta, for example, is not
shaped at all like the Greek delta, as you will see if you look at a map.

IV. Translate the following passage into English.

HEKIR

AT % EWHERKB Y, TRLFAANSGREE, 2FEZAHFRANGUARER. &K
Hbiftnk A, RZE, HTHRIZATHEER, HEATHARESRATRRANMSE, Ao
1%, X ZBORMGZ B A dEA R,

AWERNE, —FERE, EALI 2S5 &, RAFEBGEI=TFTER, TKT 4.
Bk, GLZTTERPLTTHRIES oy 2RKE, TEHTHLE, BB ERTR
k, KBEFRLE, AMN—KAH KR, EHLEIMS “FRK, ~

A, ARIPRSRBMETEEE, B RARRME, ¥ 2508 R Y BRI,
AT 1500 £3T 5, “BHEIB” A ANEAR. M, wERAW BRI, XARBALLE
%, AR, LB, BE. TE, RIHEFEBL, REERL—H, EK—TF_TLTEL
2, 54 “HLRR. BiedefRlkingrink, ARARGZELIK. T—R6E, A
RTAGIR— BT8R H £,

RAREMG KBA T ERAVEG RIS TETE, HE—FEL AT/ EER &
EFALGY, BFATRERANEEFRAE, LBLRBAALTRIERBYGFRI S EHN
Ahe REIA, KBRRAPERANLRFPHEY, LEFLRAAGRIE, NLKI| A
R s >, KRBALEHAE, BaehRi, R4 EETRE AR & AT R ke dngg,

( REFERENCE TRANSLATIONS OF THE TEXTS |

%,‘EXT A
EEAH—ZBE

FEANERAXFORTER, CERSHTADRER, FHEREIREZA
R IRATA E AR,

FEMNOEAEF—E DR, &, HRE. RERE. FERRE. Binh AT
BEN—B BRERALER. AR AFE BARFX. HEEARIEE RN AR
T B2 A R BRI SCARFIA G F LR,
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MEARZH KL ERGHERFRT, TRCNNERIATM. G0, Bt /MaEs5s
FERLOKTRSAFE, BUAHSRSEZIRB SRS R AR RME AR, &
T ki AMGE M EEHHILEZEL— A IREBFHEH—FRE, AT URERZX —
7, MALRFEEENLEREIFERR.

ORISR —%& “SEZH”, RMNIWE—& “OENEZE” , EEERKEHE TR
FAME, BESMAHEEETFRE—FEE, TRUFEGERTIMNLE AKX EZEX.

W R AT T A R A R K/ NE TP SR . PRI, BRKLAS.
FEXLESEEORER, LOKFREMF. GLUPRRKITHER 2.

TR T L BA R 500 K i MBS HEE KL DG %. HTRERR, 80K
W B LT L AU B MRS R T RA XE R

2000 57 8 A, EHTARRANALEBAIBTE PR KL SRR B IR BRI SBFIK LK, < L fE KA
WRBEARD, R

Telr A& IR A SRR XK R A RN K F EEREA MR M EER,
REHFENZELR.

HRIBIRM R SHWHIAK/DNEE, FRRETUESHMERNSIEE M. BRaE—
RES G S —HERRRR R,

‘é TEXT B

A small plane from Kunming carried us over the mountain tops and set us down in Jinghong,

A Visit to Xishuang Banna

capital of Xishuang Banna Dai Autonomous Prefecture. It covers an area of 25, 000 square kilometres,
fifty per cent of which is mountain forests. Thirty per cent of its 620,000 population are Dais, but there
are also other national minorities who live scattered mainly in the mountains.

We arrived just in time to join in their Water Splashing Festival. It is celebrated by all the minority
people, as well as by the Hans who have settled down there. The festival lasts for three days and marks
the Dai New Year. We went to a Dai village. All gathered in a large open square, with small basins of
water in their hands.

Then dancing began. Six young men, heads bound by strips of pale purple silk tied in the back,
wove their way through the crowd in a large circle, dancing gracefully while beating their drums.

Everybody joined in, the Hans and foreign visitors alike. Villagers splashed the cadres and local
armymen, who laughingly returned the compliment. Water flew merrily from all sides. In a short while
we were all soaked from head to foot. I really can’t remember when I had a more hilarious time.
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