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CIVILIZATION OF XIANJU COUNTY

Xianju County has a long history and a resplendent civilization. According to the excavation of the Xiatang Site in the county,
as early as the Neolithic Age of 7,000 years ago, human beings were found in this region. In history, there were many celebrities
born in Xianju County. Xiang Si, a poet of the late Tang Dynasty (618AD 907AD), was born in Xianju. Yang Jingzhi, a famous
poet of the same period as Xiang Si, once praised him in his poem, the meaning of which could be translated as “I do not know
how to ignore other’ s merits for all my life. Therefore, | praise Xiang Si in front of everybody” . This very verse became the
literary quotation of a Chinese idiom “Feng Ren Shuo Xiang” , which means praise somebody in front of everybody, and later
was quoted by Chairman Mao. Among others, the scholars of the past in Xianju include Chen Renyu of the Song Dynasty (960
AD-1279AD) was also born in the county, who wrote the 1st Mushroom Book in the world. Ke Jiusi, a famous painter of the Yuan
Dynasty (1271AD-1368AD) who was praised by his contemporaries as the “master of bamboo paintings” with consummate skills
in poem, calligraphy and painting, and Wong Sen, a poet and educationist.
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LANDSCAPE OF XIANJU

Xianju has beautiful landscapes and amazing sceneries, and has been praised as a “residence of celestial beings in the world”
since ancient times. In the county, there are fantastic hills, torrential falls, sequestered valleys, clean brooklets, verdant bamboos,
and beautiful forests, featuring uniqueness, steepness and serenity. Pan Lei, Bianxiu (editorial official) of the Imperial Academy
of the Qing Dynasty (1644AD-1911AD), praised the county by saying that “Xianju County has natural sceneries as sequestered
as the Tiantai Mountain and as unique and steep as Yandang Mountain” (the 2 later mountains are famous beautiful mountains

in China). In 2002, the State Council listed Xianju as a key tourist resort at the national level. Now 5 beauty spots, including

Celestial Beings’ Residence, Jingxing Rock, 13 Capitals, Gongmeng, and Danzhu, have been already developed.




QE03408E

ssesssense Jhseessconens sseneces Jsecenocnens seense JHecccsninne

*

cofJf ccccccces

BEEF unTHD

cecscce i coccccccos

? 3OS
BB oeness

I REHF vnTHD




8 A, XEMBAAKBEMNRAXRZTREBERE —
HEMmEH., 23 T &R EMREFZLBEK , BPAHHN “£” BEH
ﬁi J§\5E\HH\;‘§ : LR R N S S R EN TEEANET, REXFHF

P it

FOLK AFJ'ES QF XIANJU- y

ST o i
Tha ancnent Potan Town is Iocated‘!p*ﬁ‘bmeters ﬁst to the county seat of Xianju. As early as 998AD, Potan Town was a

flounshmg market town along th_g. YMWWQ to Ihe cenVenuent water transportatlon Afmj‘: ﬁarnges and the history of
over a thousand yeﬁrs Jﬁegpmow : ? m - 5 knometer%ng and dragon e old street paved wnth cobblestones
On both sides of the streat’“dwmeswennu? ildings m"ra'agl(msm,-aomo) Son ‘ﬁao 1279AD), Ming (1368AD-1644
AD) and Qing (1644AD 191 1AD’) Eymshe e'Refﬂbhc:et Chma (1911 1949) are stnll kept Among others, there is the Tong
‘||ang Academy. in Whlch Zhuxme ta,mgg.s, a@.‘lie"?sehola!’.gm hls son to study The building has the famous “San Tou Jiu Men
Hall” which means that the construction hag tn@hy(wt q;:'gml.’lhyarde each is dwlded'mto 3-small yards. The ancient buildings
are with fabulous details of the past, which cﬁ"mﬂke:pegple "feel 'u'ré.lmpjncahons ofcuﬁures of over one thousand years ago.
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ORIENTAL DIVINE LANTERNS

The needle-piercing frameless festival lantern of Xianju is known for its frameless structure and scraps stuck to the lantern
that is with patterns pierced by needles. The designs of the lanterns are special, while the techniques are unique. With exquisite
craftsmanship and small and delicate appearances, the lanterns have an ancient and decent style. In 1996, the lantern received
the gold prize in the China Folk Arts Expo, and was praised as the “No.1 Lantern of China” , and a “unique craft of China” , and

helped the county win the honor of the “hometown of festival lanterns” .
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;aij"l‘s. a great number of brooks, the fertile soil, the warm climate, the advantageous production conditions,
‘ self among the advanced counties of economic forests building in China. As the entire county makes great
Qbologically-—efﬁcient agriculture with special features, a great number of well-known green agricultural products
~came into being, of which agricultural products, such as the waxberry and sweet pear with the trademark “Xian”
" | the Sanhuang chicken with the trademark of “Xianhuang” , and the Green Organic Tea of Xianju with the trademark
ding” , have received the title of famous Chinese products in the China International Agricultural Exposition.
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A UNIQUE SKILL OF CHINA

The needle-piercing frameless festival lantern of Xianju came into being in the Tang Dynasty and was chosen as the lantern
used in the imperial palace. Therefore, this lantern was also named “Tang Lantern” . It was also called the “Divine Lantern”
The needle piercing of the lantern is dainty and can be classified into 4 techniques, which are the direct, curving, background and
spiritual techniques. There are a great number of types of the needle-piercing frameless festival lantern of Xianju, which could be
classified into 2 major groups, singular small lanterns and combined stick lanterns.
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