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Spot dictation

Directions: In each test,you will hear a passage three times. First,.you
will hear the whole passage from the beginning to the end
just to get a general idea of it. Then,in the second reading,
during the pause.you must write down the words you have
just heard in the corresponding space. Finally.you can check
what you have written when the passage is read to you once

again without the pauses.



Test 1

Health education today looks at backache. (1) . Usually it’s because
too much strain (2) making it bend (3) .So it’s
not (4) to get backache as a result of (5) »during

which we may be forced to sit for long periods with our back (6)

. However,all sorts of activities put a strain on our back(7) and
we don’t think about them until(8) . . Then(9)
So,how do we(10) ?
Test 2
In the 1960s, (1) were against the war in Vietnam. There
were (2) and peace marches (3) . Anti-war
demonstrations (4) . Many people were arrested for demonstrat-

ing. Some young men protested the war by burning their draft cards. Another sign of

youthful revolt was (5) . (6) . Blue jeans were com-
mon. Long hair was also(7) . (8) emphasized the
anti-war feelings,and (9) was a three—day rock concert in Wood-

stock ,New York. Holding up two fingers on one hand was(10)

Test 3

I’m going to talk about acid rain,a subject which many people have heard of (1)
.I’m going to talk about exactly what acid rain is and (2)

and then I’'m going to finish off by saying what we can do about it, what the

solutions are now and(3) in the long term. (4) ,acid
rain is a term that’s really being used now (5) which is hanging over
our heads in a sense—(6) . It’s the pollution that’s coming down (7)
-, § ,»in hail,in many different ways and damaging our
forests, our lakes and rivers, (8) . If we are(9) s we
must know (10) .so now I’'m going to talk about the chemicals in-
volved.
Test 4



Now perhaps I should go to(1) that we should be looking

to to stop this(2) . There are(3) and there are long-
term solutions. (4) ,we need to make immediate cuts to the emissions
that are coming (5) . In the long term, (6) society is

thinking. Many people have heard of the thirty percent club. This is a group of now

some twenty-two nations(7) to cut their sulphur emissions by thirty
percent on nineteen eighty levels (8) . Britain hasn’t yet joined the
thirty percent club. (9) are Sweden, Norway ,Canada . West Ger-

many,the Netherlands—even Russia(10)

Test 5
The topic I'd like to deal with this morning is(1) . This is an eternal
problem,and one to which there’s(2) . I would however like you to think
about the situation of learners(3) because (4) it
would be true to say that(5) who speak a foreign language or a
second language (6) ' than(7) and 1 think this(8)

of out-of-classroom learning (9) to how in-classroom
learning (10)
Test 6

However,if we go back to our starting point,which was the great,the much greater

number of speakers of languages(1) I think it gives us the key to
what I believe is the most important factor, (2) . A learner who frees him
or herself from the tyranny of (3) and who makes use of (4)
~who, (5) ,accepts (6) )i
always going te be not just(7) . Conversely ,someone who(8)

is always going to remain at what we call a plateau — they’ve

9 . In reality it is themselves that(10)
Test 7
The problem is that(1) over the past twenty vears(2)

.since the laws forbidding indiscriminate hunting (3)

Twenty years ago tigers were nearly extinct,but now (4) . Good news
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from the conservation point of view, (5) . Most tigers(6)

.catching fish (they are great swimmers and love fish, (7) and
(8) . But an old,sick,or lazy tiger may easily turn to easier and slower
victims if (9) becomes at all great . Some tigers became man-

eaters and(10)

Test &8

Well,that’s an interesting question. In Britain the bees only have a very short time to

store up honey (1) .In May any honey that is gathered is(2)
— 50 June and July are the timse(3) you might
get bad weather(4) and (5) you’ve got to make

sure you feed the hive with a bucketful of sugar and water mixture(6)
.

so they’ve got enough food to(7) .1 avoid disturbing the

bees during the winter because they stay close together in the hive in a tight ball(8)

. If you disturb them and make them move around they lose that

heat and (9) . And it’s a very distressing

sight to see a whole beehive(10)

Test 9
Well, our first item on the holiday programme tonight concerns(1) LI
you’re young and (2) : then one of the holiday options open to you
is to (3) . What you usually do is to (4) ,stay on a
farm and pick the crop(5) . In Britain it’s usually potatoes,carrots,ap-
ples. (6) ‘ . You save on accommodation because you sleep in tents on the
farm and the farmer pays you a wage (7) . The good thing is that
you often (8) when the work camp is over,and you also get a chance to (9)
. At least, (10)
Test 10
Going on holiday always(1) . There is always so much to
do(2) . Passports to check, (3) ‘
.and even when the (4)° and we arrive at the hotel,
(5) .Did I turn the gas off properly?Did 1(6) ) ?My
wife tells me(7) .and after a while I manage t0(8)




But then I think of new ones. (9) ? Is the beach(10)

Test 1

Health education today looks at backache. All of us get backache sometimes. Usually

it’s because too much strain has been put on the backbone making it bend out of its

normal shape . So it’s not unusual for all of us to get backache as a result of a long car

or plane journey ,during which we may be forced to sit for long periods with our back

in an unnatural and uncomfortable position . However,all sorts of activities put a strain

on our back in everyday life and we don’t think about them until our back caused us

trouble . Then it may be too late. So,how do we stop back trouble from starting?

Test 2

In the 1960s.many Americans of all ages were against the war in Vietnam. There were

demonstrations for peace and peace marches in many American cities. Anti-war demon-

strations were not always peaceful . Many people were arrested for demonstrating.

Some young men protested the war by burning their draft cards. Another sign of

youthful revolt was the style of dress. It was very casual . Blue jeans were common.

Long hair was also especially popular. The music of the day emphasized the anti-war

feelings,and one of the biggest events was a three-day rock concert in Woodstock . New

York. Holding up two fingers on one hand was a peace symbol of the ’60s .

Test 3

I’m going to talk about acid rain,a subject which many people have heard of but very

few understand fully. I’'m going to talk about exactly what acid rain is and why it’s a

problem and then I'm going to finish off by saying what we can do about it,what the

solutions are now and what the solutions will be in the future .in the long term. So

first of all ,acid rain is a term that’s really being used now for a kind of pollution

which is hanging over our heads in a sense — it’s the air pollution above us. It’s the

pollution that’s coming down in rain,in mist,in snow,in hail,in many different ways
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and damaging our forests,our lakes and rivers.our buildings and even human health .

If we are to control acid rain,we must know what is actually causing it, so now I’'m

going to talk about the chemicals involved.

Test 4

Now perhaps I should go to some of the solutions that we should be looking to to stop

this environmental catastrophe. There are short-term solutions and there are long-term

solutions. In the short term,we need to make immediate cuts to the emissions that are

coming from our power stations and cars . In the long term,we need to change the way

society is thinking. Many people have heard of the thirty percent club. This is a group

of now some twenty-two nations which have agreed to cut their sulphur emissions by

thirty percent on nineteen eighty levels by the year nineteen ninety-three. Britain

hasn’t yet joined the thirty percent club. Some of the other countries that have are

Sweden, Norway, Canada , West Germany,the Netherlands — even Russia has joined

the thirty percent club.

Test 5

The topic I’d like to deal with this morning is what makes a good language learner.

This is an eternal problem,and one to which there’s no real solution . I would however

like you to think about the situation of learners outside the classroom because in many

ways it would be true to say that there are more people in the world who speak a for-

eign language or a second language who didn’t learn it in a classroom than there are
g guag guag

who did and I think this awareness of the success of out-of-classroom learning provides

us with a key to how in-classroom learning can be successful .

Test 6

However,if we go back to our starting point,which was the great,the much greater

number of speakers of languages who have learnt outside classrooms I think it gives us

the key to what I believe is the most important factor,and that’s independence. A

learner who frees him or herself from the tyranny of the teacher and the classroom and

who makes use of twenty-four hours a day for learning,who,in a word,accepts respon-

,_.6,._




sibility for learning,i‘s always going to be not just a good language learner but the

best. Conversely .someone who won’t accept this responsibility is always going to re-
y P ys going

main at what we call a plateau — they’ve failed to make progress and blame their

teachers. In reality it is themselves that they should blame.

Test 7

The problem is that the tiger population has increased greatly over the past twenty

years in this region ,since the laws forbidding indiscriminate hunting started to have

their effect. Twenty years ago tigers were nearly extinct, but now they are relatively

numerous. Good news from the conservation point of view,but bad news for many of

the local people . Most tigers go peacefully about their business,catching fish (they are

great swimmers and love fish,unlike the lion) and hunting animals in the forest. But an

old,sick,or lazy tiger may easily turn to easier and slower victims if the competition

for food becomes at all great. Some tigers became man-eaters and started hunting hu-

mans .

Test 8

Well,that’s an interesting question. In Britain the bees only have a very short time to

store up honey to feed off during the winter . In May any honey that is gathered is for

feeding the young — so June and July are the times for storing honey for the winter .

You might get bad weather during these months and if this happens you’ve got to
ght g g

. ® . .
make sure you feed the hive with a bucketful of sugar and water mixture at the end of

September so they’ve got enough food to see them through until the spring . I avoid

disturbing the bees during the winter because they stay close together in the hive in a

tight ball to conserve body heat . If you disturb them and make them move around they

lose that heat and could freeze to death . And it’s a very distressing sight to see a

whole beehive that’s died of cold .

Test 9

Well, our first item on the holiday programme tonight concerns holidays for young

people. If you’re young and you haven’t got much money then one of the holiday op-
EEUPLT g
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tions open to you is to go on a work camp. What you usually do is to pay your own fare

to the country,.stay on a farm and pick the crop that’s in season at the time . In Britain

it’s usually potatoes,carrots,apples. Something of that kind. You save on accommoda-

tion because you sleep in tents on the farm and the farmer pays you a wage for what

vou’ve picked. The good thing is that you often get a chance to travel when the work

camp is over,and you also get a chance to make friends on the camp. At least,that’s

the general idea.

Test 10

Going on holiday always makes me feel uneasy. There is always so much to-do before 1

set off. Passports to check,tickets to buy ,cases to pack.and even when the journey is

behind us and we arrive at the hotel,I still feel uneasy . Did I turn the gas off properly?

Did I lock the door securely? My wife tells me not to be silly,and after a while 1 man-

age to put these worries out of my mind. But then I think of new ones. Is the water safe

to drink? Is the beach safe for bathing ?
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TEST 1
Section 1

Directions : There are 4 passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some ques-

tions or unfinished statements.



passage 1

It seems almost certain that by 2001 the United States will no longer be a great food-
exporting nation and that,if necessity forces exports,it will be at the price of belt-
tightening at home.

This means,for one thing,that we can look forward to an end.to the ‘natural food’
trend. It is not a wave of the future. All the ‘unnatural’things we do to food are re-
quired to produce more of the food in the first place,and to make it last longer after-
ward. It is for that reason that we need and use chemical fertilizers and pesticides while
the food is growing,and add preservatives afterward. _

In fact,as food items will tend to decline in quality and decrease in variety, there is

very likely to be increasing use of flavoring additives. Until such time as mankind has

the sense to lower its population to the point where the planet can provide a comfort-

able support for all,people will have to accept more artificiality.

Then, too, there will be a steady trend toward vegetarianism. A given quantity of
ground can provide plant food for man or it can provide plant food for animals which
are later slaughtered for meat. In converting the tissues of food into the tissues of the-
feeder,up to 90 percent is used for reasons other than tissue maintenance and growth.
This means that one hundred pounds of plant food will support ten pounds of human
tissue — while one hundred pounds of plaqt food will support ten pounds of animal tis-
sue.which will then support one pound of human tissue. In other words,land devoted
to plant food will support ten times as many human beings as land devoted to animal
food.

It is this (far more than food preferences or religious dictates) that forces overcrowded

populations into vegetarianism. And it will be the direction in which the United States

of 2001 will be moving -~ not by presidential decree,but through the force of a steady

rise in meat prices as compared with other kinds of food.

1. It can be predicted that by the year 2001
a. no more natural food will exist in US
b. food labeled”green food” will dominate the supermarkets
¢. America will become a great nation for exporting food

d. America will move in the direction of natural food trend

2. The decline of food quality is caused by
a. flavoring additives
b. population expansion

10 —



¢. using unnatural elements in food growing and preserving

d. belt-tightening policy

3. The passage suggests that land is better used for cultivation than breeding animals
in order to L

a. satisfy the needs of vegetarians b. feed more mouths

c. develop a healthy diet d. increase meat price

4. By 2001.more people will convert into vegetarians because of ] B

a. religious belief b. food preference

c. expensiveness of meat d. governmental demand

. According to the passage.how many plant food is required to convert animal tissue

&}

into 10 pounds of human tissue?
passage 2

A green revolution has been taking place in the countryside. But so quietly has it been
carried out.and with so little fuss, that many people are unaware of what has been
achieved. Don’t expect to find anything so wild or so big as a national park,or anything
as small and tame as yvour'local rec. Country parks come somewhere between the two,
with the accent on leisure rather than conservation.

Ten years ago the country park was nothing more than an idea floated in a Government
White Paper called ”Leisure in the Countryside”. Today there are well over 100 coun-
try parks flourishing in nearly every corner of England and Wales.and more parks are
in the pipeline. They were designed to serve three basic purposes:to make it easier for
town dwellers to enjoy the open air without traveling too far and adding to traffic con-
gestion.to ease the pressure on the more remote and solitary places.and above all,per-
haps.in the words of the White Paper.to’ reduce the risk of damage to the countryside
—aesthetic.as well as physical —which often comes about when people simply settle
down for an hour or a day where it suits them,somewhere”in the country” —to the in-
convenience and indeed the expense of the countryman who lives there. '

A good country park will certainly be readily accessible for cars and pedestrians and

vou may be able to reach it by public transport. It will cover at least 25 acres and may

contain woods .open parkland or a stretch of water. It may even be on the coast. Some
country parks provide refreshment facilities, picnic sites, information centers and a
warden service . All of them have car parks and toilets. There may be an admission fee
or a charge for parking your car.and a few parks close during the winter,so it is best
to check before setting out. The great thing about country parks is that they are pre-

— T1



