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Rehabilitation of Meaning and Worth of the East— Asian
Traditional Confucian Virtue Chung Yung in
Contemporary Digital-Cyber— Postcapitalistic Society

KANG Yung-ye

I. Contemporary society is one-dimensional society: digital-cyber-postcapitalistic
society.

I. 1. Besides capital, productive means and labor we have to encounter
information, technology and idea as the fundamental elements of productivity in our
digital-eyber-postcapitalistic society.

I. 2. Why digital? Because everywhere in our life digital instruments control and
manage our conduct as an automatic puppet. Why cyber? Because we all live in a
pseudo-space with all kinds of digital instruments which change our vivid life into an
abstract one.

I. 2. 1. Now what is the most serious crisis of human being? Paradoxically the
high-tech industry is the most dangerous crisis of our life. In this consumer society there
are no moral meanings and values which have indicated the worth of the existence of
human being during the long cultural history.

I. 2. 2. We have to ask ourselves: what is the desirable value of our life? Where
can we find meaning and worth of our existence as human being? Why do we live in this

digital-cyber-postcapitalistic society?

II. We hope that the east-asian traditional Confucian social virtue Chung Yung could
support an alternative for the one-dimensional and nihilistic value in our digital-eyber—
postcapitalistic society. 1 say one-dimensional and nihilistic value because of symbols
and codes which govern our bodily behavior and even our spiritual conducts in the
cultural dimension.

II. 1. We can divide all the ethical theories in two major groups: classical ethical

theories and metaethics. In the strict sense the radical metaethics ( emotivism) does not
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concern with the ethical concepts but investigates analytical truth-values of the
traditional ethical propositions. My ethical reflection on Chung Yung concentrates now
on social value theories including classical ethics: metaphysical ethics ( Plato, Aristotle,
Spinoza) , naturalistic ethics ( Hobbes, Locke, Hume) and intuitional ethics ( Kant) .
Chung Yung is grounded on the metaphysical ethics having its original root in Heaven
( Tian) . The horizon of Chung Yung belongs now to grand discours.

II. 1. 1. I now judge that all the metaphysical propositions are meaningless
propositions according to the principle of verifiability and tautology. We have to let all
the metaphysical propositions in epoché, although many metaphysical propositions effect
very seriously on our everyday life. Therefore it is our ethical task to exclude the
metaphysical characteristic of the concept Chung Yung. Like mesotes of Aristotle Chung
Yung is not the arithmetic mean or middle, but moral and ethical zenith or aspect. In
this sense I can reduce the metaphysical characteristic of Chung Yung to ordinary
multidimensional characteristic of Chung Yung in our contemporary society.

II. 1. 2. If I identify the multidimensional nature of human being and society,
then 1 have to acknowledge that only with petit discours 1 can criticize many
philosophical problems. I now try to understand and criticize the concept Chung Yung
from the viewpoint of petit discours.

II. 1. 2. 1. The Chung Yung says: “What Heaven confers ( ming) is called
the nature ( hsing) . The following of this nature is called the Way ( Tao). The
cultivation of this Way is called instruction. ” In some of my philosophical books I have
noted that contemporary western culture and civilization originate in the union of ancient
Greek logos and christian fides. We think implicitly that human reason is complete and
absolute. Human reason has been the newborn son of logos and fides. If T turn away
from this grand discours, I have to face Chung Yung as an ordinary social value or
virtue, not as a metaphysical value.

II. 2. We agree that contemporary philosophical phenomena are so diverse and
complicated that we cannot elucidate them with some simple concepts. There are many
contemporary philosophical phenomena or tendencies: phenomenology, hermeneutics,

philosophy of life, existentialism, philosophical anthropology, structuralism, marxism,
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pragmatism, analytical philosophy of language, logical positivism, new realism, post
modernism etc. The concept Chung Yung can then have the philosophical meaning, if
we analyze and criticize each of these contemporary philosophical tendencies. If we
consider only some special aspects of a tendency on some tendencies, then we cannot
avoid to accept the dogmatic attitude with an absolute, complete and perfect belief in the
eternal, unvaried metaphysical principle of substance.

II. 2. 1. We are inclined to adapt ourselves to an absolute complete and perfect
presupposition without criticizing such presupposition: God, Heaven, substance,
transcendental characteristic of human recognition, etc... An ancient korean monk
said  “Life-death and nirvana are not different. In enlightenment there is neither this
side nor beyond. This world and paradise are essentially one mind. ”

II. 2. 2. Pan kai hen ( Parmenides) .

II. 2. 3. To communicate about Chung Yung in our nihilistic consumer society 1
need necessarily petit discours, because I have to exclude the dogmatic metaphysical
background of the concept Chung Yung for the purpose to rehabilitate the ordinary
dialectical meaning and worth of Chung Yung. The Chung Yung says “The state in
which joy, anger, sorrow and pleasure have not yet made their appearance is called that
of equilibrium ( chung) . When they have appeared, but are all in accordance with the
proper measure, this is called the state of harmony ( ho).” Here I understand
“equilibrium, proper measure and the state of harmony” not in an absolute and perfect
sense, but in an ordinary multi — diemensional sense. In the traditional east-Asian
confucian ethical concept Chung Yung I try to exclude the dogmatic, metaphysical
characteristic for the purpose to rehabilitate the dialectical and multidimensional

characteristic of the concept Chung Yung.

III. In our contemporary society we see political-economic oppression and inequality:
together with the cultural nihilism. Such phenomena are the effects of our systematic,
universal, necessary, formal, rational and instrumental reason. Although we have some
diverse faculties, we have given the supremacy only to the reason, so that signs,

symbols and codes with digital instruments govern human life with absolute power.
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Because of such nihilistic social phenomena we need to rehabilitate freedom,
emancipation and equality of human beings. Are there some possibilities for the
rehabilitation of Chung Yung of freedom, emancipation and equality?

II. 1. The Chung Yung says ‘“The universal Way for all under Heaven is five—
fold, and the virtues by means of which it is practiced are three. There are the relations
of ruler and subject, father and son, husband and wife, elder and younger brother, and
of friend and friend: these five constitute the universal Way for all. Wisdom ( chi) ,
human-heartedness ( jen) , and fortitude ( yung) : these three are universal virtues for
all. That whereby they are practised is one. (...) Some naturally practise it: some
easily practice it: some do so by dint of strong effort. But the result accomplished comes
to one and the same thing. ” In our contemporary situation we have to consider Chung
Yung not in the confucian point of view, but in the multidimensional and dialectical
point of view.

II. 1. 1. I neither say idealistic quantitative dialectic by Hegel, nor qualitative
dialectic by Kierkegaard. 1 say ordinary dialectic without metaphysical ousia or arché. I
remind here the myth of king Sisyphus who represents the true aspects of ordinary
political-economic and cultural dialectic that seeks to rehabilitate human freedom,
emancipation and equality in this nihilistic consumer society.

III. 2. If we can interpret experience and express the political-economic and
cultural dialectic of the concept Chung Yung, we can hope that we could rehabilitate
human freedom, emancipation and equality, so that we could destruct closed society for
the sake of our future life that can be called open society.

II. 2. 1. All that is worth, is rare and difficult to get ( Spinoza) .
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