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I think I have a key to solve the enigma of the classic of
Laotzu. The central idea of Laotzu is the word Tao, Now I discove-
red that Tao originally means moon. I am sure the classic is a moon-
H.m:mmo:m_ one. The moon is deified and so the Tao means also moon-
god.Thus the ethical philosophy of Laotzu is a moon-religious one.

The Tao godhead brings forth all things:man, animals and vege-
tations. Tao is the mother of the universe. Tao is the Vagina Genti-
um, :-----Man should imitate Tao or the Tao godhead.In the classic of
rmoﬁ,sc, the metaphysical godhead and the moon coalesce into one. So,
to imitate the Tao is to imitate the godhead. Absolutely speaking,

Laotzu stresses the dark moon which means for him basis, humility,

ejiie
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The bright moon means active, superficial, false, even sinful. Laotzu i

will allow no activities that are purely human,i.e.not based on the .

will of godhead.
‘The English title of the present book is: The moon-mythological
Wo:mmou of Laotzu.
Prof. Dr- John Tu Er-wei
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology
National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan
: July 1976
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