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Preface

This book, from its subject selection to its material collection, to its
shaping of thought and, to its final version, has directly benefited from
my doctor's tutor Prof. Ou Hong's careful supervision. In the three years’
staying in Sun Yat-sen University, I have been enlightened much by him
in enlarging my knowledge, in establishing my outlook and in enriching
my life. He has built a spiritual home for us—EPSI, and held regular
seminars twice a month for three years. These seminars made me wander
in the sea of poetry and appreciate the endless profundity and charm of
poetry. He has led us to join in many seminars, such as the “Foreign
Literature and Native Perspectives” Seminar held by Foreign Literature
Review in Su Zhou in July, 2004, and The First Pearl River International
Poetry Conference jointly sponsored by four universities of Guangzhou in
June, 2005, and furthermore, the Annual Guang Dong Youth Academic
Seminars held by my tutor himself. He always showed his deep concern
for the students who needed most, just as a father did to his children.
When I first intended to do a research into Gary Snyder, he presented me
all his collections without reservation and, corrected and guided all my
course papers with care. I can hardly find any words to show my thanks
to him. So all that I can only do is to say to him in the most common
way; “Thank you, my dear teacher. ”

My deep thanks also go to Mr J. H. Prynne, who answered our
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many questions and donated so many invaluable books to our EPSI, from
which many notes in this book have come mainly.

My sincere thanks also go to all the members of EPSI, who offered
me so much generous help. Their sincere friendship made my life more
beautiful and thus, the days of over one thousand spent with them will be
the most memorable and cherished of my life.

Furthermore, I would like to express my special thanks to my
respected tutor Yu Jianhua, whose constant devotion to American
literature sets a good example to me, to all his other students. And his
humor and his love for his students leave a great impression on me.
Grateful acknowledgements are also due to Professor Zhang Dingquan, Li
Weiping, Zhang Tingquan in Shanghai International Studies University,
where I am taking up my posidoctor’s research. Their help to me is
immense and their concern about my postdoctor’s proposal is a great
enlightenment for me.

Finally, I'd like to express my deep thanks to my family. During
these years, my parents have been looking after my little daughter so that
I could devote more time to my research work. The love from my husband
and daughter has encouraged me at all times to exert myself utmost to

focus on my research.



Abstract

This book aims to probe into Gary Snyder’s eco-ethic thoughts, who
is the Poet Laureate of deep ecology.

The Introduﬁtion gives a brief account of the ecocriticism, the
present global ecological problems, especially the ecological
predicaments in China, then points out the ‘motives and social
significance of selecting Snyder as a case siudy. Besides, it sums up the
general studies on Snyder and refers to the novelty of this book.

Chapter 1 analyzes Snyder’s wilderness ethics. Snyder inherits but
further develops Thoreau’s view of wilderness. He puts forward the three
concepts as “wild” , “wildness” and “wildemess” , and stresses humans’
“sense of place”, 1. e. “sense of nativeness” embodied in culture.
Enchanted with wilderness so much, he longs for an ideal state that the
wild, good and sacred can be combined into an integral unity. Besides,
he proposes his wilderness ethics and suggests that such ethics shall not
only apply to humans but nonhumans.” Snyder regards himself as the
spokesman of the wildemess and the wilderness, in turmn, as his
constituency.

And Snyder's view of civilization is dealt with in Chapter 2, which
includes two sections: the criticism of industrial civilization and
construction of eco-civilization. While criticizing the present industrial

civilization, Snyder is more worried about the dilemma brought by
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industrial civilization. This is fully explored in the following three
aspects; (1) Far away from the earth; humans are leaving farther and
farther away from the soil where they grow up, but they must be aware
that the earth is home of all beings. (2) Anthropocentrism; humans’
desire for conquering nature is unprecedented, for they hold the distorted
idea that “man is the soul of all things”, and that “man is the measure
of all things”. (3) Overexploitation; Overexploitation results from
humans’ insatiable desire for materials and the increase of population,
especially in the underdeveloped countries. Overexploitation destroys the
ecological cycle, and makes the ecological system hard to keep a
sustainable development, and leads to such a result that the economic
growth is inversely. proportional to the ecological growth, and that the
wealth distribution is extremely unfair. The notorious “Lifeboat Theory”
is such a case in point. In solving this problem, besides controlling the
birth rate, we should diminish our insatiable pursuit of material
enjoyments, Man’s greediness is admittedly an important factor of
excessive exploitation of natural resources. To be true, the global wealth
can satisfy everyone’s needs but not his greediness.

The construction of eco-civilization refers to the solutions raised by
Snyder to solve the ecological problems of the present civilization. Having
affirmed the great achievements of human civilization, Snyder provides
some feasible plans and ideas for constructing eco-civilization.
Obviously, Snyder turns out to be a constructive and objective poet.
Differentiating himself from other poets of the “Beat Generation” (BG),
overthrowing and rejecting everything, Snyder draws his attention to
healing and recuperation, and his appeals rise from benediction. No

wonder, he is regarded as “the unbeaten BG poet”.
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And Snyders Indian Complex is discussed in Chapter 3. Snyder has
been fascinated by primitive culture, especially American Indian culture,
which fully and highly shows the ecological wisdom. Ecologically,
American Indians are noble savages. Their totemism confirms them in the
belief that winds, clouds, trees, grasses and waters compose a umity;
that the life of stones and grasses looks as beautiful as Einstein’s life ; that
democracy shall extend to nonhumans, that swimming people, creeping
people, standing people and flying people shall be included in the
councils of government. As Snyder’s initiators, American Indians reveal a
civilization of another stage. They believe that the earth is a living
organism, which is deeply reflected in Gaia Hypothesis, and firmly
convinced by Snyder. In view of this, Snyder strongly objécts to the
“Progress”, “Manifest Destiny”. While admiring primitive ecological
wisdom, Snyder especially engrosses himself in primitive arts.

Chapter 4 deals with Snyder’s reconstruction of eco-utopia. Snyder
sketches a beautiful picture of eco-utopia, that is, the harmony of man
and nature. Man should learn to think as a mountain thinks, to feel as a
river feels, and to allow his life to go forward just as a brook flows freely.
Snyder brings up a set of ecological concepts, sets up a holistic ecological
consciousness, and emphasizes the harmony of all things on earth.
Snyder believes the supreme law of nature lies in the maintenance of
beauty, integrity and stability of the ecological system. Only in this way
can man follow the timeless path of love and wisdem, in affectionate with
the sky, lands, winds, clouds, trees, waters, animals and grasses.

Chapter 5 involves Snyder’ s eco-poetics and relates how his
ecological outlook permeates through his poetic style in ten aspects. (1)

Snyder’s poetry focuses on a striking ecological consciousness. Most of
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his poems are not concerned over middle-class but the survival of all
beings, especially nonhumans. (2) In Snyder’s opinion, “The real
work” is real life, and it reflects the original chaotic status of the
universe. Poetry doesn’t merely belong to intellectuals, but to laboring
people, and to all other things as well.  (3) In writing his poetry,
Snyder consistently carries on William Carlos Williams’ “No ideas but in
things” and Wallace Stevens’ “No ideas about the thing but thing itself”.
Under the guidance of these ideas, Snyder draws his own conclusion that
a good poem represents the world in an objective way instead of imposing
the poet’s own subjective intention and logic on readers. Snyder’s poetry
is characterized by its straightforwardness, simplicity and indistinction
between subject and object, so readers can enjoy his poetry from different
perspectives and interpret his poetry from multiple dimensions. Anyway,
a poet must learn to let the poeiry talk by itself. (4) In his poems,
Snyder seldom uses personal pronouns, which hints the disappearance of
subject, and reveals the striking characteristics of his ecopoetics. The
characteristicis originate from the view of “ no self 7 in
nonanthropocentrism. (5) Snyder’s poetry is deceptively simple rather
than superficially simplistic. This deceptively simple implies deep
connotations, that is, a new return to original purity and simplicity after a
cycle. (6) Snyders view of language appears to be unique. He
emphasizes that language is not the only gift for humans. Language is
biological as well as cultural. It is the ideal for the poet to use fewer
words to convey more meanings, which agrees with this ecological
maxim; “Do more with less. ” One of the peculiarities of his poetry is his
experienced mixture of “real”  (words) and “empty” beyond literal

texts. “ Real” is used to better reflect “empty”, which in return
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embodies the tension of poetry, the essence of poetry, i. e. conveyance
of meaning beyond expressions. A successful poet can learn how to break
away from the prison house of language. (7) In his poetry, Snyder
frequently uses participles and infinitives to avoid using tense, for time is
impermanent, and space is boundless in his eyes. In fact, it is
meaningless to impose an artificial mechanical concept of time on the real
world. (8) Snyder’s poetry is quite different from the traditional poetry.
In most of his poems, he adopts a loose enjambment structure rather than
the western analytic and logic structure. This characteristic can be traced
back to the influence of Chinese classical poetry on him and his
ecological view of the chaotic nature. (9) Snyder lays stress on oral
tradition, therefore, his poetry appears simple, colloquial and readable.
Snyder shows particular interest in Han Shan’s poetry for the sake of the
latter’ s colloquial vernacular poetic style. Snyder’s poetry is full of
rhythms that tally with those of Jazz music. Moreover, he considers the
rhythms of poetry have an intrinsic coincidence with the poet’s peripheral
geographic environment and the movements of nature. All these ensure
the beauty of music and rhythms of his poetry. (10) Snyder proposes
cultivating eco-culture. He thinks that culture should focus more on the
harmony between humans and nonhumans, between society and nature.
He advocates ethnopoetics and cultural pluralism against cultural
chauvinism and discourse monopoly, and this idea has close connections
with the biodiversity and communionism in ecology.

Chapter 6 relates the ecological mosaic, that is to say, the cultural
influences upon the poet, including Buddhism, Japanese culture, l
Chinese culture, sense of nativeness, and American Indian culture

(hereafter in a special section). All these factors have permeated



Vi A Study of Gary Snyder's Eco-Ethic Thoughts

through each other and organically formed his unique ecological outlook.
And I emphatically relate the influences of the Chinese classical poetry
and Chinese landscape paintings on Gary Snyder’s poetry. Moreover, I
am making a deep exploration into how he absorbs the heterogeneous
cultures and inherits his own native traditions, and how he holds both of
them together. Here I employ the theory of “Sense of Nativeness” put
forward by the Chinese scholar Professor Ou Hong. These analyses will
contribute to the foreign literary study in a globalization context. It
reminds the researchers in studying foreign literature that they should set
foot on his native land, and face up to the world.

In conclusion, Snyder’s ecological outlook contains rich and deep
connotations. His eco-ethic thoughts are relatively objective, sound,
ideal and thoroughgoing, and he fully deserves the title of the Poet
Laureate of deep ecology. And most commendably, Snyder puts his ideas
into practice, and spends most of his life in mountainous areas and lives
as a primitive man. After the publication of Jack Kerouac’s Dharma
Bums, his life style has been a legend for the modemn society. However,
there are some limitations to his eco-thoughts, that is, he shows his
concern for long-term policies rather than immediate ones, namely, his
transcendental consciousness seems less manageable. But I think, in the
future, this defect may be just the value and charm of his eco-ethic

thoughts.
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