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PREFACE

These articles, though published in both Chinese and
English in this volume, originally appeared in Chinese only
on every Sunday in Sin Chew Jit Poh,

I first wrote an article each week in English and then
Mr Leow Chiang Mao of Sin Chew Jit Poh would translate it
into Chinese. He then read out the draft Chinese version to
me on the telephone, and subject to my agreement and amend-
ments, the article in its final form in Chinese would make its
appearance in Sin Chew Jit Poh. The Chinese version thus
can differ a little from the English version, since in making
subsequent amendments and alterations, | had not always ac-
cordingly altered the original English text. As the translations
are so good, the amendments to the drafts were minor. They
normally came from my own personal preferences for certain
Chinese words and phrases .

Events have shown that some of the suggestions in the
articles later come to pass in various forms. It is not that
easy to keep track of these developments, as such correlations
were surprisingly quite frequent. Those interested in this aspect
should carefully check the dates of the original publications,
which are given in the footnotes, against later ewvents that
followed. No attempt has been made to alter the English or
Chinese version in this volume from the original texts except
for obvious printing or typing errors.

LIM CHONG-YAH
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VIEWS ON SINGAPORE *

There is a beautiful old Chinese couplet saying to the
effect that those who are in a fish market for too long will
not notice the fishy smell, just like those who are in a flo-
wer shop for too long will not notice its scent, It is good
therefore occasionally to note what others outside Singapore
think about us.

| shall confine myself to the observations of internation-
ally well-knawn academic scholars who are also economists
since | know their writings. But before | begin let me men-
ion two foreign non-economists who cannot see any good in
us or in our Government,

(A) MR IAN BUCHANAN

The first of such persons is Mr lan Buchanan. He is a
geographer . He came to Singapore from New Zealond some-
time ago, attached to the Geagraphy Department of the Uni-
versity of Singapore, to do research for his doctoral thesis.
In his subsequent book "Singapore in Southeast Asia" publish-
ed in 1972, this young man considered mounting large-scale
unemployment as the greatest problem confronting Singapore
and predicted that this would soon result in a bloody revolu-

* Published on October 29 1978.



tion in this island Republic. He suggested as a solution that
instead of industrialization, Singapore should embark on large-
scale commercial agriculture. Well, my view is still for free-
dom to talk and to write nonsense . However, | note in par-
ticular his Euroethnocentricism.

() DR MALCOLM CALDWELL

The second Eurocethnocentric and Neo=Imperialist is Dr
Malcolm Caldwell. He is a historian and is a lecturer at the
School of Oriental and African Studies in London. He criti-
cized and discredited Singapore and our Prime Minister at the
conference of the American Asian Society at the famous Wal-
dorf Astoria Hotel in New York in March 1977, | happened
to be there too being sent by Ohio University to the
conference, since | was on my way back to Singapore, hav-
ing been at Ohio University for a period as a Visiting Pro-
fessor of Economics. | took the opportunity to explain, to the
applause of the audience, the real situation in Singapore. Dr
Malcolm Caldwell, not knowing me nor expecting any res-
ponse from any "Asiatic" present, was apparently taken aback .
| enjoyed that confrontation.

(1) Professor Gunnar Myrdal

Now, we come to the more serious scholars, to those of
real international standing. | shall begin with Professor Gunnar
Myrdal . He is from Sweden and is a Nobel Prize Laureate in
Economics. He is famous for his books on the Third World.
| met him on several occasions when he visited Singapore .
He was impressed by our University and gave seventy copies
of his book "'The Challenge of World Poverty" for distribution
to University staff and the University Library. In this latest
book he praised our Foreign Minister, Mr S. Rcjaratnam, and
says that, "Singapore is one of the few spots in the under-
developed world where a clean government has with apparent
success fought corruption which otherwise, there as elsewhere,
would tend to be common and on the increase.”



(2) Professor Peter Bauer

The second person | would like to refer to is Professor
Peter Bavuer of the London School of Economics. He knows our
part of the world well. | interviewed him on Singapore te-
levision several years back. He wrote many books, one of
which is "The Rubber Industry: A Study in Monopolistic Com-~
petition" . In a public lecture he gave at our Conference Hall,
he said, that Singapore had among the best educated and the
most competent governments in the world.

(3) Professor Hla Myint

The third well=know scholar | would like to refer to is
Professor Hla Myint who is also from the London School of
Economics. When the University of Malaya (then in Singa=
pore) branched into the University of Malaya in Kuala Lum-
pur, he was External Examiner in Economics for both the
branches. He too has many well-known internationally used
books to his credit. He is a Burmese by descent.

In his book "Southeast Asia's Economy: Development Po-
licies In The 1970s, " Professor Myint is full of admiration for
Singapore's economic and educational policy and success. A
sentence like this, for example, is quite common: "Singapore
is the exception to this general pattern of import-substitution
and her experience is rather instructive ,”

(4) Dr Helen Hughes

My fourth personality is a charming lady economist called
Dr Helen Hughes. She is currently a senior officer with the
World Bank. She spent sometime some years back with the
University of Singapore Economic Research Centre. She is
known personally to quite a number of us at the University.
In private life, she too is full of praise and admiration for
Singapore and Singaporeans. She even sells Singapore to her
husband, who works with the IMF, as a model for the Third
World.



In her scholarly article on industrialization in Southeast
Asia in the Asian Development Bank's publication "Southeast
Asia's Economy In The 1970's," she writes of Singapore like
this: "Singapore was the only country not building up a ba-
lance of payments burden with raw material imports for in-
dustry because its outward-looking industrialization strategy
led to the export of its manufactured products". Elsewhere she
says, for example, "Singapore is in fact almost the only de-
veloping country in the world industrializating successfully
while it maintains high standards of working conditions, an
eight=hour day and relatively high wages."

(5) Professor Kenneth Galbraith

My fifth scholar~economist is Professor Kenneth Galbraith,
the author of the television series "The Age of Uncertainty”.
In this book, this American economist commended Singapore ,
among other things, for having a rational and successful wage
policy. What is not publicized by our local press or in his
television series is that he says in his book too that the Uni-
versity of Singapore has the best intellectual environment in
Asia outside Japan.

(6) Professor Heinz Arndt

Lastly, let me introduce Professor Heinz Arndt, who is
Professor of Economics at the Research School of Pacific Stu-
dies, Australian National University. For some years he has
been External Examiner in Economics to the University of
Singapore . He is a well~known expert on the Indonesian eco-
nomy . In his review of Dr Goh Keng Swee's book "The Prac-
tice of Economic Growth", he praises not only Dr Goh but
also Singapore. To him Singapore is "the greatest economic
success story in the Third World" . He adds, "Which Australion
Cabinet Minister of the past decade could, without a ghost
writer, write with anything approaching Dr Goh's -professional
competence as an economist, his practical experience and in-
sight, his urbanity, his impish humour and readability ?" Pro-
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fessor Arndt adds that Singapore"..is a monument to what man
can achieve ... by a combination of determination, intelli-
gence and compassion. The more liberal among the British
Fabians would have been proud to see their ideals thus tran-

slated into practice .”

Well, are we Singaporeans in a fish market or in a flo
wer shop ? Are we to toke the words of Mr lan Buchanan and
Dr Malcolm Caldwell or those of Professor Hla Myint, Pro-
fessor Kenneth Galbraith, Professor Gunnar Myrdal, Professor
Peter Bauer, Dr Helen Hughes and last but not least Professor
Heinz Arndt? My stand is clear.,
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