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Preface

On September 19, 2004, it is proposed at the Fourth Plenary Session
of the Sixteenth Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on en-
hancing the Party’s ruling capability that, “Priority should be given to the
construction of a harmonious society ; attention should be paid to arouse so-
cial vitality, promote social equity and justice; strengthen the legal aware-
ness and integrity of the entire society, and maintain social stability and u-
nity”. @

One year later, at the Fifth Plenary Session of Sixteenth Central Com-
mittee, Premier Wen Jiabao pointed out in his report, “The Explanation of
Proposals forthe 11thFive-Year Plan on Development of National Economy
and Social Development” ( August 10, 2005) , thatthe construction of the
socialist harmonious society should be regarded as “the important target to
promote economic and social development” and “the vital safeguard of e-
conomic society advancement” .

“Harmonious Society”, once it has been put forward, soon became
the most popular concept in political and academic areas. The realization
of a “harmonious society” has become the goal for the whole nation and its
various constructions.

In the afternoon on February 21, 2005, Political Bureau of the Central

@® “The CPC Central Committee on strengthening the party’s ruling ability construction
decision” (Reprint) , people press 2004 edition, page twenty-fourth.



X

)

2y

RURA—HNEHHFHERR

Committee of the CPC had the collective study for the twentieth times,
which was hosted by Mr. Hu Jintao, General Secretary of the CPC Central
Committee. In the meeting, he stressed that efforts should be given to con-
duct investigation into and make theory study of major issues concerning
the construction of socialist harmonious society, to improve skills to con-
struct socialist harmonious society and put into practice of all works con-
cerning the construction of socialist harmonious society.

In October 2006, the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixteen Central
Committee was held in Beijing, deliberated and approved the “CPC cen-
tral committee decision on certain major issuesof the construction of buildinga
socialist harmonious society” , the research of certain major issues on build-
ing a socialist harmonious society, agreed that the social harmony is the
essential nature of the socialism featured with Chinese characteristics, and
the imperative guarantee ofthe national prosperity and rejuvenation, and
people’s happiness.

To construct a socialist harmonious society is the vital strategic goal
put forward by our party, it follows the guidance of Marxism-Leninism,
MAO Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory and the important thoughts
of Three Representings, comprehensively apply the Scientific Outlook on
Development, and in correspondence with overall arrangement for the
cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics and building a moderately
prosperous society in all respects, which reflected inherent request for
building a powerful, democratic, civilized and harmonious modern social-
ist country’s and embodied the common aspiration of the people of all eth-
nic groups and the entire party.

The construction of a harmonious society is closely linked with the

Three Civilizations. To build a harmonious society must have the corre-
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sponding system, whichrequires innovation of the old management model.

In 2010, Zhou Yongkang, Secretary of Central Committee of Political
Science and Law, put forward three requirements: (1) to dissolve social
contradiction; (2) to implement the law impartially and honestly; (3) to
innovate social management. Social Management Innovation has become
the common concept of the whole society since then. Social management in-
novation is aimed to perfect social management systems which corresponds
to socialist market-oriented economy system, improve the Party’s ruling ca-
pacity, safeguard the people’s living standard, promote social management
construction, stimulate economic and social development and maintain the
society’s long-term stability.

In line with the spirit of central government, thecurrentsocial manage-
ment innovation has focused on three problems: The first is the service
management for floating population. In this respect, in the principle of fair
treatment, the priority of service, rational guidance and perfecting man-
agement, the service management of the floating population should be
brought into local economic and social development planning, especially
while promoting urbanization constructionactively and steadily, accelera-
ting the reform of household registration system, and sparing no effort to
solve floating population’s problems such as employment, housing, medical
treatment, children’s schooling and so on, efforts should be made to ex-
plore the new mode of floating population service management with “regu-
lating the life of people with residence permit, house property and work u-
nit” , to improve the service management of the floating population level;
The second is the helpful and educational management for special groups.
In this respect, it should prevent looting and illegal and criminal events,

individual extreme events and black evil forces crimes ;seriously apply “7o
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further strengthening the help and education onthe released from prisonand
the re-education through labor” , distributed by the General Office of
CCCPC and the General Office of the State Council, establish cohesion
mechanism, carries out resettlement policy, strengthen daily management,
help the released from prison and re-education through labor better reinte-
grate into society, carry out further investigation on the social idle youth,
try to solve the problem of education and vocational training; The third is
social security comprehensive management in the ke& areas. In this re-
spect, it should pay attention to take villages which existed in urban and
rural-urban fringe zone as the key point, give priority to improvement,
make service perfectionand ensure the management become true, put these
places into local economic and social development planning, keep infra-
structure well-established, improve the living environment, sound organi-
zations at the grass-roots level, extend the public service, and strive to
make it become economic development, environmental improvement, se-
cure and harmonious place.

These three aspects above are required to construct the new pattern of
social management throughbuilding the party committee’s leadership, the
government’s responsibility, whole society’s collaboration, and public par-
ticipation, for exploring a social management road which suits the national
conditions and characteristic in China.

The main channel of the society management innovationis to expand
public participation in community and municipality, which can greatly re-
duce the cost of social management. The key lies in the careful design of
the system.

To build a harmonious society is our goal,we shall establish the con-

sultativemechanism in the whole society. This mechanism should include
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nine systems: Heads reception day system, Spokesman system, Hearing
system, Dialogue system, Party and government affairs information publici-
ty system, Special information publicity system, Conversation system, In-
former protection system, Deputy to the National People’s Congress and
members of political consultative conference ( CPPCC) public reporting on
activities system, etc. In fact, the establishment and consummation of
Consultation mechanism is the construction process of democracy and the
rule of law, which not only needs elaborate organization by our party and
relevant government departments, more depends on citizens’ democratic
consciousness constantly improvement and positive efforts.

Recent years, these systemsare, to certain extent, formulated, imple-
mented and practiced in all parts of the country, which accumulated a lot
of experience. For the purpose ofexperience summary and popularization-
nationwide and making it more practical, “ The People Can Carry the
Boat” was compiledin order to promote the system construction of the har-
monious society.

It is pointed out at the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixteen Central
Committee of the CPCthat at the new stage of the new century, our party-
have to lead the people to seize opportunity and cope with challenges and
advance the great cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics; have to
persist in taking economic construction as the center task and put the con-
structionof a socialist harmonious society on a more prominent position. By
2020, the goal and the main task of building a socialist harmonious society
is: the socialist democracy and legal system should be more perfect, the
basic strategy of rule of law be fully implemented, the rights and interests
of the people should receive respect and safeguard; urban and rural area,

regional development gap trend will be gradually reversed, a reasonable
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and orderly pattern of income distribution will be basically formed, people
will have more family property and lead a more prosperous life; a higher
rate of employment, and a basic social security system covering both urban
and rural residents should be established in general; basic public service
systems should be further improved and the government will attain relative-
ly significant improvements in administrative and service levels; the whole
nation’s ideological and moral qualities, scientific and cultural quality and
health quality are obviously improved and the good morality and harmoni-
ous interpersonal relationship should be further developed; creativity of so-
ciety as a whole will be enhanced markedly and an innovation-based nation
will be established in general; the system of social management will befur-
ther improved and social order made sound; resource utilization efficiency
improved significantly and the ecological environment improved obviously;
to realize the goal of building moderately prosperous society in all respects
with a high level and benefit over one billion people, try hard to form the
situation which all people do their best, obtain proper social position and
get along with each other harmoniously.

People can turn a boat over, and can carry the boat as well. As long
as we insist on regarding the people as the foundation and depend on
people’s strength everywhere, the ship of the republic will be able to brave

the winds and waves, moving forward, from one victory to another.
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