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PREFACE

Compared to the abundant supply of Chinese speaking, listening and integrated teaching
materials on the market, the development of teaching materials for learning Chinese characters
has lagged behind. As enthusiasm for Chinese language study has soared, the available materials
have fallen far short of meeting the exuberant demand. Consequently, there is an urgent need for
the development of Chinese character learning materials that can facilitate both ease of use for
Chinese language instructors and the rapid mastery of Chinese characters by foreign students of
the language.

Through over twenty years of experience teaching Chinese as a foreign language, we have
found that many American students would rather study European languages than make the much
larger time commitment of learning Chinese, and especially, Chinese characters. According to
analysis conducted by the Defense Language Institute, studying Chinese requires three times
the classroom hours of studying French, Spanish, and Italian, and even then, Chinese language
students achieve only a third of the success of their counterparts studying these European
languages. For students accustomed to alphabetic writing systems, the difficulty in studying
Chinese lies in learning Chinese characters.

Many students approach studying Chinese full of interest and hope, but when it comes

T-‘ to Chinese characters, they often give up, exasperated. This frustration springs from the four
VI

intrinsic difficulties of studying Chinese characters: they are hard to read, hard to write, hard to
recognize, and hard to remember. For students of Chinese from countries with alphabetic scripts,
Chinese characters seem to be an enigmatic, alien, and abstruse system, requiring tremendous
effort to master.

In today’s results-driven, time-conscious world, many students do not have the patience to
painstakingly “draw” the complicated “pictures” of crisscrossing lines and patterns. Students
of Chinese are most terrified of the “writing” part of “speaking, listening, reading and writing,”
to the point that many beginners grow pale at the mere mention of “characters.” The reason is
that most Chinese characters are complicated in structure and difficult to recognize, memorize,
and write. As a consequence, many students only learn to speak and listen, and abandon hope of
reading and writing. Gradually, Chinese characters have become the principal bottleneck in the
study of Chinese as a foreign language.

According to statistics, over 80% of the countries in the world use alphabetical writing
systems. These systems thus have an overwhelming preponderance over other writing systems.
Chinese characters are a pictographic writing system. During thousands of years of history and
evolution, the initial pictographic functions of the characters have become more abstract, but
their essential pictographic significance has not changed, especially in comparison to alphabetical
writing. Today, the Chinese language faces unprecedented challenges from information
technology, rapid development, and the influence of alphabetical languages.As Chinese language
teachers, how do we respond? Chinese characters cannot be transformed into an alphabetical
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writing system in the short term, and the difficulty of learning Chinese characters is intrinsic
to their nature. So should we accept this status quo and use the traditional methods to continue
to teach Chinese characters, day after day? Our answer is "no."We advocate a fresh start in
the teaching of Chinese characters. By seeking new strategies and exploring new approaches,
we can use Pinyin romanization and information technology to facilitate the study of Chinese
characters. Computer character inputting should be seen not only as a word processing tool, but
also an effective method for teaching Chinese and Chinese characters. This new approach can
provide a shortcut to learning Chinese characters, avoiding the traditional methods of one-by-one
memorization through handwriting practice. Avoiding the handwriting of Chinese characters is not
the same as avoiding the study of Chinese characters. What we wish to avoid is having students
spend too much time learning the nuances of complicated Chinese characters. By using computer
inputting methods to mitigate the bottleneck of teaching and studying Chinese characters, we can
provide a robust foundation for the study of Chinese characters without handwriting. If students
can speak Chinese and recognize Chinese characters, then they can use Pinyin to type Chinese
characters on a computer. This way, students can focus on reading, recognizing and translating
vocabulary words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, essays, texts and works of literature. Then
students can use these materials to hone their listening, speaking, reading, typing, writing
and translating Chinese language skills. Using the computer as a pen, students can avoid the
exhausting obstacle of handwriting Chinese characters, and thus will be able to rapidly progress
in listening, speaking, reading, typing, writing and translating at the same time.

Some people may wonder if it is possible to be able to recognize Chinese characters without
knowing how to write them. We believe that it is absolutely no problem. Through years of
practical experience using computer-assisted Chinese character teaching techniques, we have
found ample proof that one can remember and recognize Chinese characters without handwriting
them. By using computers to type Chinese characters, instead of handwriting them, students can
simultaneously recognize, memorize, read, type and apply Chinese characters. The effectiveness
of this approach lies in the mechanisms of human memory: memory benefits from all kinds of
sensory processing, and need not solely rely on handwriting. Of course, in the initial lessons
during which the origins and evolution of Chinese characters are introduced, we have included
some handwriting practice to satisfy the curiosity of students and lay the foundation for computer-
assisted study.

Compared to the linear organization of alphabetical writing systems, Chinese characters
possess a higher level of distinctiveness, differentiation, and rationale. Over more than twenty
years of teaching Chinese characters in the United States, we have found that these characteristics
make Chinese characters well-suited to the integration of memorization, recognition and
composition. We hope that this new method of computer instruction of Chinese character reading,
typing and writing will take the lead in overcoming students’fear and exasperation regarding
Chinese characters. By opening a new channel through which students can master Chinese and
Chinese characters, this method will reach a new frontier in the teaching of Chinese characters
and achieve improved results with less effort. This was our intention in creating LEARNING
CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC).

VII
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An Introduction to LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC)

LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) is a new type of beginning and intermediate
level Chinese character textbook. It is easy to understand and simple to use, and it integrates the
listening, speaking, reading, typing, writing and translation of the Chinese language. LEARNING
CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) employs a completely new approach, rich and concise content,
practical applicability and comprehensive and diverse practice exercises to exploit the advantages
of Hanyu Pinyin and computer character input methods. New research on Chinese character
teaching and learning have informed the text, which also applies the abundant experience of first-
rate international Chinese language instructors. The result is a textbook that bridges the linguistic
gap between native English speakers and the mastery of Chinese characters, and allows more
foreign students of the Chinese language to make immediate progress in understanding, learning,
applying and appreciating Chinese characters. Therefore, through this new method, students can
enjoy their study of Chinese characters while laying a firm foundation for the comprehensive
mastery of the Chinese language.

As everyone knows, it is very difficult for students who do not master Chinese characters
to learn Chinese well. Furthermore, such students cannot draw information from written Chinese
sources. LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) applies the new, unique Chinese teaching
method of learning to listen, speak, read, recognize, type and translate Chinese without writing.
With this method, we seek to dispel the plateau effect experienced by many students of Chinese
by helping them recognize and remember vocabulary recorded in Chinese characters.Of course,
our approach is based on the premise that students understand right from the start that that
Chinese characters are not a disorganized collection of crisscrossing lines. The LEARNING
CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) course demonstrates that characters are governed by discrete
units (strokes, components, etc), structural patterns, rules of writing, the six basic strokes (heng,
shu, pie, na, dian, and zhe), and so on. By showing that Chinese writing assumes the form of
solid, similarly sized characters assembled into an ordered system, the teaching materials allow
students to personally understand how Chinese characters should be recognized, memorized
and differentiated. Through the integration of computer-assisted study methods, the previously
frustrating and time-consuming study of Chinese characters becomes productive and efficient.
This way, students can use more of their time to develop their listening, speaking, reading, writing
and translating abilities. By simultaneously developing these abilities and learning to recognize
and write Chinese characters with computer-assisted study methods, the overall study of the
Chinese language is streamlined. The result is a far more enjoyable and effective way of studying
Chinese that fuels the enjoyment and confidence of Chinese language students.

Principal Characteristics of LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC)

LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) breaks from the mold of traditional Chinese
character teaching materials by using computer-assisted character learning methods. Computers
are used to add “synchronized speaking/typing” to reading and writing practice, assist students
in the study of “writing,” and make the study of Chinese characters more a relaxed and pleasant
experience. This method makes students enthusiastic about the study and application of Chinese
characters, and also facilitates rapid progress in character recognition and use. The result is that
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students will become determined and diligent in their pursuit of strong Chinese character skills.
There are many differences between LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) and traditional
Chinese character teaching materials:

* The first two lessons address Chinese pronunciation and grammar, providing practice exercises
for these two subjects. )

* An introduction of the origins and evolution of the writing system, as well as strokes, stroke
order, and radicals, is accompanied by various clever Chinese character recognition and writing
exercises.

» Several kinds of integrated character recognition and writing exercises are included, laying the
foundation for typing practice.

* There is a detailed introduction of how to download and use Windows word processing software
and Chinese character input methods.

* Each lesson begins with a short, topical excerpt that is concise, fluent, and easy to read aloud.

* Pinyin, Chinese characters and English are used simultaneously in an original arrangement to
facilitate ease of reading and study.

* Typing practice is combined with listening, speaking, reading, writing and translating, allowing
simultaneous progress in each.

* New vocabulary words in the text reappear often, facilitating rapid character acquisition.

 Vocabulary words were carefully selected using characters from the list of 800 commonly used
characters issued by the Office of Chinese Language Council International.

* The interactive question and answer content is rich, lively and diverse, including all of the
sentence patterns and Chinese characters from the text.

» The practice content is diverse and original, employing a step-by-step progression from
characters to words, then sentences, then paragraphs, then essays, with highly applicable models
for composition, outlining and structuring.

» Writing email with acquired characters is used to stimulate student enthusiasm and application
of language skills.

* The teaching materials were created with Chinese characters as the central priority and typing
as a learning technique; reading, listening and speaking come first, followed by writing and
translation. This way, students simultaneously improve in “listening, speaking, reading, typing,
writing and translating” as each technique complements the others.

* A student-first educational approach is manifest throughout the teaching materials.

* For the purpose of convenient review and self-evaluation, the appendix includes ten texts and
related practice exercises, all of which use the characters, vocabulary words and sentence
structures that appear earlier in the text.

LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) Framework and Contents

In LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) , the information about Hanyu Pinyin,
pronunciation, intonation and standard Chinese is concentrated in the first lesson. By placing this
essential knowledge at the beginning, the teaching materials allow students to begin studying
and mastering it right away, laying the foundation so that they'll quickly become able to speak a
sentence of fluent Mandarin, successfully “write” Chinese characters with a computer, and use
Chinese characters for communication and exchange.




The premise and the content of LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) are both
completely divergent from traditional Chinese language and character teaching materials.
Introductions of Hanyu Pinyin, pronunciation and intonation are concentrated in the first two
lessons; the remaining fourteen lessons all focus on recognizing and typing Chinese characters,
with the integrated approach supported by practice in listening, speaking, reading, and translating
sentences, paragraphs, articles and essays. The “Chinese Writing System” lesson systematically
introduces the origins of Chinese characters, radicals, strokes, and stroke order. The lesson
also includes information on how to use Chinese dictionaries. Tracing and writing practice of
characters, components and radicals provide students with an opportunity to experience the
delight of writing Chinese - enough to fuel their curiosity and enthusiasm.The “Introduction to
Chinese Characters” lesson introduces the development and characteristics of Chinese characters,
describing how oracle bone inscriptions and pictographs gradually evolved into today’s Simplified
characters. “Guess and Write,” character matching, and multiple choice drills at the end of
the chapter are cleverly composed, helping students remember the different forms of Chinese
characters. The “Writing Chinese Characters” lesson offers more valuable information about
the composition of Chinese characters while satisfying students' curiosity about handwriting.
The “Comprehensive Exercises for Chinese Characters” lesson includes various integrated
exercises for strokes, stroke order, radicals, components, structures, and single-component and
multi-component characters. This lesson concludes the introduction to the Chinese writing
system, leaving students prepared to begin using computers to study Chinese characters. In
the “Computer-Assisted Character Writing” lesson, there are detailed instructions for how to
download and activate Chinese writing software, as well as techniques for using Windows word
processing software to type Chinese characters. Lessons 8-16 (“Simple Chinese Greetings”; “Self
Introduction”; “Practical Numbers”; “Interest and Hobby”’; “Daily Life”; “Talk about Work”;
“Travel and Vacation”; and “Shopping”) begin with commonly used phrases, which are followed
by various Question and Answer drills designed to consolidate the knowledge contained in each
lesson. In order to gauge students’progress, evaluate their grasp of the studied characters, and
measure their retention skills, the compilers have also designed a series of practice modules to
help students review the characters, words, sentences, paragraphs, and essays they have studied,
such as:

& Simulation and examples

& Make communicative Dialogues first, then type the dialogue into Hanzi
& Thinking of its meaning when seeing a character

# Listen while typing

& Typing while transléting

4 Combining individual words and phrases into a sentence

& Generating paragraphs
& Choosing meaning of characters
& Writing and typing
& Typing and writing tasks
& Emails
Do o f e 0 W O T (R e Y L =TT 0TS [ETRIIT,
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LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) was created with the goal of providing easy to
use, practical, fast, effective, interesting, lively and clever content. The course seeks to cultivate
students’integrated listening, speaking, reading, writing, translating, and typing skills, reflecting
the course title to the greatest extent possible.

{0*}0} LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS (LCC) Target Audience

This textbook is designed for four-year undergraduate programs, two-year community
colleges, Confucius Institutes, and night and weekend Chinese courses in the US, Canada, UK,
Australia, New Zealand, and other English-speaking countries. They are also appropriate for self-
study of Chinese characters.

................................................................................................................
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