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review »

The greatest gift that anyone can ever receive is being shown how to love.
Many children get a great start in life just by being born to people who know
what it means to care and commit to a child’s well-being and happiness. As these
children grow, they sail through life’s ups and downs, seldom realizing what had
made it so easy for them while others struggled. Inevitably, there comes a time
when everyone must reflect on all the good things that have happened to them and
give thanks to and remember in some way the people who made it all possible.
More often than not, when that time comes, memories of the encouragement and
wisdom of a parent, brother or sister leap to mind first.
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Pre-reading Activities

First Listening

/)
%

&

Listen to a speaker talking about her brother.

Second Listening
Listen to the speaker again and answer the following questlons according to what
you hear. The last question is open-ended and may have different answers.

1 Why didn’t the speaker’s brother have the chance to go to a regular school or
compete for a decent job?

2. What did the speaker’s brother give first priority to?

3. Who has encouraged you most when it comes td being a loving and caring

individual?

Love Without Limitations

Para 1

Para 2

My brother, Jimmy, did not get enough oxygen during a difficult delivery,
leaving him with brain damage, and two years later I was born. Since then, my
life revolved around my brother’s. Accompanying my growing up was always
“go out and play and take your brother with you”. I couldn’t go anywhere
without him, so I urged the neighborhood kids to come to my house for some
out-of-control kid-centered fun.

My mother taught Jimmy practical things like how to brush his teeth or put
on a belt. My father, a saint, simply held the house together with his patience
and understanding. I was in charge outside where I administered justice by



Para 3

Para 4

Para 5

Para 6

Para 7

Para 8

tracking down the parents of the kids who picked on my brother, and telling on
them.

My father and Jimmy were inseparable. They ate breakfast together and on
weekdays drove off to the navy shipping center every morning where they
both worked—Jimmy unloaded color-coded boxes. At night after dinner, they
would talk and play games late into the evening. They even whistled the same
tunes.

So when my father died of a heart attack in 1991, Jimmy was a wreck,
beneath his careful disguise. He was simply in disbelief. Usually very
agreeable, he now quit speaking altogether and no amount of words could
penetrate the vacant expression he wore on his face. I hired someone to
live with him and drive him to work, but no matter how much I tried to make
things stay the same, even Jimmy grasped that the world he’d known was
gone. One day I asked, “You miss Dad, don’t you?” His lips quivered and
then he asked, “What do you think, Margaret? He was my best friend.” Our
tears began to flow.

My mother died of lung cancer six months later and I alone was left to look
after Jimmy.

He didn’t adjust to going to work without my father right away, so he came
and lived with me in New York City for a while. He went wherever I went
and seemed to adjust pretty well. Still, Jimmy longed to live in my parents’
house and work at his old job and I pledged to help him return. Eventually,
I was able to work it out. He has lived there for 11 years now with many

10

15

20

25

30

different caretakers and blossomed on his own. He has become essential to ey

the neighborhood. When you have any mail to be picked up or your dog needs
walking, he is your man.

My mother was right, of course: It was possible to have a home with room for
both his limitations and my ambitions. In fact, caring for someone who loves
as deeply and appreciates my efforts as much as Jimmy does has enriched my
life more than anything else ever could have.

This hit home a few days after the September 11th disaster on Jimmy’s 57th
birthday. I had a party for him in my home in New York, but none of our
family could join us because travel was difficult and they were still reckoning
with the sheer terror the disaster had brought. I called on my faithful friends
to help make it a merry and festive occasion, ignoring the fact that most of
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