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To Parents and Teachers

It is well known that children entering the school
system bring with them a varied range of abilities
and skills. A small number of them may already be
able to read simple texts. Some may be able to write
letters of the alphabet in upper and lower case, or to
spell simple words. However, this is not the case for
most children. Although they have mastered a fairly
sophisticated oral language system before they start
school, not all young children know how to read and
write. Many may not even understand that spoken
language can be written down and read aloud. It is
the role of teachers and parents to assist these
children to make the connection between written

symbols and the sounds they represent.

In the past, the inclusion of phonics in the reading
programme received criticism from some language
researchers. However, it is now universally accepted
that an understanding of how sound maps onto print
is an essential skill for young learners in the decoding
of text, especially in the early grades. As a reading
skill, phonics involves the recognition of vowels and
consonants of the alphabet, the sounds they can
represent, and the application of letter-sound
relationships in identifying and decoding words. For
these reasons, First English Phonics has been

designed to help children build a firm foundation in
their understanding and use of sound-symbol

relationships.

The phonic representations, clearly presented in the
pages of the book, are taught in context through word
and sentence examples. All the examples are
supported by full-colour illustrations. In addition, there
are lots of rhymes that provide meaningful and
enjoyable repetition of target phonic sounds. One
MP3 accompany the book, serving as a learning
aid, especially to help establish correct pronunciation

of phonic sounds.

Parents and teachers will obtain valuable information
and assistance from the supplement included at
the back of the book. It offers practical teaching
suggestions and a wide range of games and activities
to help children get the most out of the lessons.
Equally important, it highlights certain issues that
parents and teachers need to address in the teaching
of phonics.

I hope this book-and-MP3 package will serve as an
excellent resource for parents and teachers in
teaching young learners to master phonics, reading

and spelling.

Rosemary Allen
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Angry ants are around an arrow.
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The fat cat sat on the mat.
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itihe words with dot
bb on page 72.
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balls and balloons
BRAS

buttons and bows | | bugs and beetles
A Bl

B b b b blowing bubbles @
Blowing bubbles in the bath, hi

Big bubbles and baby bubbles - o .
o
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When they burst /
They make me laugh.
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- as an ending sound
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A grub is in a web.
CEEEYN-ER

Grab the cub

To scrub in the tub,
Do a good job

And give him a rub.
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these two pages have a
hard ¢ sound like a k.
Look at the words on

page 42. Those words

a soft ¢ sound like 0
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mum cooking cabbages
and cauliflowers
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a camel counting cakes
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a doctor and a dentist
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dirty dishes
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Daisy the duck
Dived into the dam,
She dipped in her beak
And dug up a clam.
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