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UNIT OVERVIEW

~ Objective
By the end of the unit, students will be better able to
1. talk about some animals and the relationship between environment and creatures;
2. use about 30 new words and 8 new phrases and expressions in brief conversations
and translation;
3. review grammar on the attributive clause: 1) the attributive clause with relative pronoun;
2) relative pronoun with preposition;

4. read material on a similar topic and with a similar degree of difficulty.

1. Students should read Text A for the main idea before they come to the class sessions.

2. Text B should be used for class reading activities. Students should not read Text B before

they come to class.

4~8 class hours (50 minutes each)

Suggested Time
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PART I PREPARATORY

- WORDS IN CONTEXT

Approximate Time: 15~30 min.

Suggested Teaching Procedures

1. Instruct students to read aloud these ten sentences and make out the meaning of each italicized
word while reading. Tell them that these words are important throughout the unit.
T: To begin with, let’s read some interesting sentences, each containing one word that
may be new to you. You should read aloud each of these sentences and tell what the

highlighted word means.

2. Instruct students to finish the work in Words Learned in Display. The purpose of this step is
to help students be aware of the importance of these words and at the same time guess the
meaning of the new words with other students’ help.

T: Since you have finished reading the above 10 sentences, now you are supposed to write
down the meaning of the words in the correspondent blanks in Words Learned in
Display either in English or in Chinese. Try to understand some of the sentences without
knowing the meaning of the “new” words in them. Remember, these 10 words are
important in this unit. After doing the work in Words Learned in Display, discuss them

with your classmate beside you to confirm your own answers or work out the difficult

words together.



Reference for Vocabulary Teaching

1. disappearance 7 — dis-(not, the form of the opposite of the word); disappear (v.);
| appear (v. antonym)

2. destroy — de-(to remove, to reduce); destroyer (n.); syn. destruct;
‘ damage; kill
3. create — creation (n.); creative (adj.)
i 4. pollution - pollute (v.)

5. survive — survival (n.); survivor (n.)

6. constantly — constant (adj.); syn. unchanging; continuous; all the time
; 7. experience — experience (n.); syn. come through; suffer
w; 8. allow — allowable (adj.); allowance (n. money provided regularly);

syn. permit; provide
9. disaster — disastrous (adj.); syn. misfortune

N\,

. 10. dominant — dominate (v.); domination (n.)

3. When students finish, let them check their guesswork against the vocabulary list, if necessary,

in the glossary section of their books. If time allows, present some additional information

about those words as listed in the box above.

T: Now please turn to the glossary at the end of your book. Find these words in the list

and see if your guess is close to the meaning provided. I guess you are much impressed

with these “new” words now.

4. Advise students to memorize the sentences after class.

T: Now class, I advise that you memorize these sentences after class. They are short

and easy, aren’t they?



EXPRESSIONS IN CONTE

Approximate Time: 15~30 min.

Suggested Teaching Procedures

1. Instruct students to take some time studying the key expressions listed in the boxes. Then ask
them to read aloud the sentences that follow. Tell them to pay attention to the way the
expressions are used in the sentences.

T: Next, you shall study 8 useful expressions. When you feel you are familiar with these

expressions, read them aloud, paying attention to the way they are used in context.

2. Instruct students to finish the exercises in Expressions Learned in Display to help them review
the expressions learned just now.
T: You'’ve learned the use of these expressions. Now please complete the work in
Expressions Learned in Display. After doing your work, you can discuss your answers

with your classmates.

Key to Expressions Learned in Display

1. attracted, attention 2. agree on
3. blocks out 4. depend on
5. at least 6. Along with
7. led to 8. as well as



PART II LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT

Text A The End of Dinosaurs

Approximate Time: 15~30 min.

1. Place students into pairs or groups. Instruct each pair/group to select one question for their
preview discussion. Encourage students to discuss their questions in English. However, if
some students find it really difficult to express themselves in English, they may be allowed
to use Chinese to help make their points clear. Tell students that in their discussions, they
should select one student as their pair/group speaker. He/She is to report briefly to the
class about their talk after given minutes of pair/group discussion.

T: Before we go into Text A, I think you need to think about the topic related to the
dinosaur. Here we have three questions for you, which we will do in pairs or groups.
Each pair or group is to focus on only one question of your own choice. Try to speak
English in your discussion of the question. Mind you, this is like a brainstorming
activity; just speak on without thinking much about whether your English is correct or
not. We value ideas more than language. In case you find it difficult to express
yourselves, you may use some Chinese to help. When you finish, I will ask some students

to report briefly about your discussions. Be prepared.

one?

t is your favorite
s and what 18 Y ot is the difference be

ol tween a dragon
and W

imal

Do you love anima -

Have you heard of the Chinese dragon
and a dinosaur?

‘What can you imagine when

d . s
dinosaurs were faced with natural difficultie

Uriit



2. As students are engages in their discussions, walk around and offer help when necessary. You

may give some pairs/groups the following guidance:

There are various answers to warm-up questions. The following expressions may be of assis-

tance.

parrot butterfly monkey lion horse deer fish
penguin dragonfly chimpanzee| tiger buffalo elephant | whale
eagle beetle koala leopard pig camel dolphin
owl bee kangaroo brown bear | goose panda seal
swan spider squirrel fox donkey crocodile
swallow ant wolf dog frog
sparrow polar bear cat snake
peacock duck

rabbit

goat

sheep

3. The teacher may present pictures of dragons and dinosaurs and ask students to compare

the difference between the two animals.




Text Study

- CONCEPTUAL COMPREHENSION

Approximate Time: 35~70 plus 25~50 min.

1. Draw students’ attention to the title of the text. Make them focus on the meaning of the
word “end.”
T: Now we are ready to study the text in detail. You may have read the article yourself,
but have you paid special attention to the title of this text? Can we sum up the reasons

why dinosaurs ended from the earth?

2. Comment briefly on students’ response. From this start, explore further to make the main
idea of the article clear.
T: Let’s find the main idea of the article: (write/type) The end of dinosaurs was caused
by an asteroid hitting the earth many years ago, which destroyed the natural conditions
the dinosaurs depended on.  (Explain some words or expressions in the statement, if

necessary.)

3. To support this judgment of the main idea, let students find the factors contributing to the end
of dinosaurs.
T: We can also draw this conclusion by looking respectively at the cause-effect facts
relating to the reasons for the disappearance of dinosaurs. (Present the following charts

on the board/screen, leaving the space to be filled in.)

Uriit )



An asteroid hitting
the earth
l
A big hole
l
j
Blocking the
!
Earthquake

For Teacher Reference

An asteroid hitting
the earth

l

A big hole

l

A lot of dust_

l

Blocking the sunlight
l

The end of dinosaurs




Dinosaur

Dinosaur—the common name was given to a group of

reptiles, often very large, that first appeared in the Late

— Triassic Period about 215 million years ago and thrived
worldwide for some 150 million years. Most died out by the end of the Cretaceous
Period, about 65 million years ago, but many lines of evidence now show that one

lineage evolved into birds about 150 million years ago.

The name dinosaur comes from the Greek words deinos (“terrible” or “fearfully
great”) and sauros (“reptile” or “lizard”). The English anatomist Richard Owen
proposed the formal term Dinosauria in 1842 to include three giant extinct animals
(Megalosaurus , Iguanodon , and Hylaeosaurus) represented by large fossilized bones
that had been unearthed at several locations in southern England during the early
part of the 19th century. Owen recognized that these reptiles were far different from
other known reptiles of the present and the past for three reasons: they were large
yet obviously terrestrial, unlike the aquatic ichthyosaurs and plesiosaurs that were
already known; they had five vertebrae in their hips, whereas most known reptiles
have only two; and, rather than holding their limbs sprawled out to the side in the
manner of lizards, dinosaurs held their limbs under the body in columnar fashion,

like elephants and other large mammals.

Originally applied to just a handful of incomplete specimens, the category
Dinosauria now encompasses more than 800 generic names and at least 1,000

species, with new names being added to the roster every year as the result of

1
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scientific explorations around the world. Not all of these names are valid taxa,
however. A great many of them have been based on fragmentary or incomplete
material that may actually have come from two or more different dinosaurs. In
addition, bones have sometimes been misidentified as dinosaurian when they are not
from dinosaurs at all. Nevertheless, dinosaurs are well documented by abundant
fossil remains recovered from every continent on Earth, and the number of known

dinosaurian taxa is estimated to be 10~25 percent of actual past diversity.

The extensive fossil record of genera and species is testimony that dinosaurs were
diverse animals, with widely varying lifestyles and adaptations. Their remains are
found in sedimentary rock layers (strata) dating to the Late Triassic Period (227
million to 206 million years ago). The abundance of their fossilized bones is
substantive proof that dinosaurs were the dominant form of terrestrial animal life
during the Mesozoic Era (248 million to 65 million years ago). It is likely that the
known remains represent a very small fraction (probably less than 0.0001 percent) of

all the individual dinosaurs that once lived.

Some questions about dinosaurs
When did the dinosaurs first appear on Earth?

The oldest dinosaur types are known from rocks in Argentina and Brazil and
are about 230 million years old. The most primitive of these types, Eoraptor, was a
small meat-eating dinosaur. Because Eoraptor’s skeleton shows some advanced

skeletal features, older dinosaurs may yet be found.

Did people and dinosaurs live at the same time?
No! After the dinosaurs died out, nearly 65 million years passed before people

appeared on Earth. However, small mammals (including shrew-sized primates) were



