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No.1 | THE FIRST SNOW > ’
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The first snow came. How beautiful it was, falling so
silently all day long, all night long, on the mountains, on the
meadows, on the roofs of the living, on the graves of the dead!®
All white® save® the river, that marked its course® by a winding
black line across the landscape; and the leafless trees, that
against the leaden sky® now revealed more fully the wonderful
beauty and intricacies® of their branches. What silence, too,
came with the snow, and what seclusion! Every sound was
muffled; every noise changed to something soft and musical. No
more tramping hoofs, no more rattling wheels! Only the chiming
of sleigh-bells, beating as swift and merrily as the hearts of
children.

From Kavanagh

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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@ the living: {E&F ¥ A sthe dead: EEMA. EAFMEN LEEiAE
AAEAER—HERN LA,

@ All white=All was white, {¥5H],

@ save: BRLLAN,fiA] .

@ marked its course: BRARHE LT ML,
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(® against the leaden sky: R KB RXSHFIET.
® intricacies: X W B MM L.
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Of all animated beings this is the most elegant in form and
the most brilliant in colors. The stones and metals polished by
our arts are not comparable to® this jewel of Nature. She® has
placed it least in size of the order of birds®, “maxima miranda in
minims, ” Her masterpiece is this little humming-bird, and upon
it she has heaped all the gifts which the other birds may only
share, Lightness, rapidity, nimbleness, grace, and rich apparel®
all belong to this little favorite. The emerald®, the ruby®, and
the topaz® gleam upon its dress. It never soils them with the dust
of earth, and in its aerial life scarcely touches the turf an instant,
Always in the air, flying from flower to flower, it has their
freshness as well as their brightness. It lives upon their nectar,

and dwells only in the climates where they perennially bloom.

From Natural History
by George Louis Leclerc Buffon

[E&]
(@ are not comparable to: AR feeeee .
@ She: XA, B Nature,
® in size of the order of birds: EE AKX/,
@ rich apparel: JEERBEWH KR, XEHR L GESECEHWHRE.
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@ emerald: JRfERE A, XBAXBHE, WREE.
©® ruby: RIS EA X BAREH G, MBI6.
@ topaz: FAFHE . X BARMH O, MMEA.
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No.3 | WE'RE J_UST'BEGINNING_.) ‘

“We are reading the first verse of the first chapter of a book
whose pages are infinite, .. ”

1 do not know who wrote those words, but I have always
liked them as a reminder that the future can be anything we want
to make it. We can take the mysterious, hazy® future and carve
out of it anything that we can imagine, just as a sculptor carves a
statue from a shapeless stone.

We are all in the position of the farmer, If we plant a good
seed, we reap a good harvest. If our seed is poor and full of
weeds, we reap a useless crop. If we plant nothing at all, we
harvest nothing at all.

I want the future to be better than the past. 1 don’t want it
contaminated® by the mistakes and errors with which history is
filled. We should all be concerned about® the future because that
is where we will spend the remainder of our lives.

The past is gone and static. Nothing we can do will change
it. The future is before us and dynamic. Everything we do will
affect it. Each day brings with it new frontiers, in our homes and
in our business, if we only recognize them. We are just at the

beginning of the progress in every field of human endeavor.
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@ hazy: BREER, EHI09.
@ contaminated: 5%, F k.
@ concerned about: XY, X HEK.
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The pine, placed nearly always among scenes disordered and
desolate, brings into them all possible elements of order and
precision®. Lowland tress may lean to this side and that, though
it is but a meadow breeze that bends them, or a bank of cowslips
from which their tanks lean aslope. But let storm and avalanche
do their worst?, and let the pine find only a ledge of vertical
precipice to cling to®, it will nevertheless grow straight, Thrust
a rod from its last shoot down the stem; it shall point to the
center of the earth as long as the tree lives. It may be well also®
for lowland branches to reach hither and thither® for what they
need, and to take all kinds of irregular shape and extension. But
the pine is trained to need nothing and endure everything. It is
resolvedly whole, self-contained, desiring nothing but rightness,

content with restricted completion. Tall or short, it will be

straight.
From Modern Painters
by John Ruskin
]
(@ order and precision: #FHFHF %.
@ let, .. do their worst; jlsee--- REEE,
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€] cling to: #J"EE’m%o
@ may be well also: Tf§E,
® hither and thither=here and there; B4b,
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