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President Barack Obama
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Barack H. Obama is the 44th President of the United States. His
story is the American story—values from the heartland, a middle-class
upbringing in a strong family, hard work and education as the means of
gettmg ahead and the conviction that a life so blessed should be lived in
service to others

With a father from Kenya and a mother from Kansas, President
Obama was born in Hawaii on August 4, 1961. He was raised with help
from his grandfather, who served in Patton’s army, and his grandmother,
who worked her way up from the swﬁal pool to middle management
at a bank.

After working his way through college with the help of scholarships
and student loans, President Obama moved to Chicago, where he worked
with a group of churches to help rebuild communities devastated béﬁhe l,%
closure of local steel plants %ﬂ/ #é_%ﬂ 74k . Steel ywlf fCL} %‘i

He went on to attend law school, where he became the ﬁrst a%rlcan- ‘%
American president of the Harvard Law Review. Upon graduation,
he returned to Chicago to help lead a voter registration drive, teach

£% EwWY
2



constitutional law at the University of Chicago, and remain active in his
community.

President Obama’s years of public service are based around his
unwavering belief in the ability to unite people around a politics of
purpose. In the Illinois State Senate, he passed the first major ethics
reform in 25 years, cut taxes for working families, and expanded health
care for children and their parents. As a United States Senator, he
reached across the aisle to pass groundbreaking lobbying reform, lock
up the world’s most dangerous weapons, and bring transparency to
government by putting fed\e%ggrﬂing E)_nl’in_? [vlepanl . @“% 1@@%

Obama is frequently referred to as an exceptional orator. During his
pre-inauguration transition, perigd and continuing into his presidency,
Obama has delivereézynserigs' of weekly Internet video addresses.
Obama’s international appeal has been described as a defining factor for )
his public image. Pglls show strong support for Obama in other countries. ‘P‘M’ R"]
According to a Ma)_/_Z\OO9 poll conducted by Harris Interactive for France @ ©
24 and the International Herald Tribune, Obama was rated as the most
popular world leader, as well as the one figure moskﬁe would pin
their hopes on for pulling the world out of the economic downturn. B

On October 9, 2009, the Norwegian Nobel Committee announced
that Obama had won the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize “for his extraordinary
efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between
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We lock up our house when we go out.
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The Breakfast Club
{E‘/ N EE

The telephone rang in my ninth-grade high school classroom.
“Jill, please come to the guidance office!” As I walked down the hall, I
wondered, why would someone want me to come to the guidance office?
As 1 stepped into the counseling office, I was met by a girl who needed
to speak to someone about her friend. I was reassured by the school
counselor that T was not in trouble and that someone needed to talk with
me. I was called because I was a number of the Breakfast Club. .

The Breakfast Club is not a club where one eats breakfast. It is an
organization of students started thirteen years ago as a result of a young
student’s suicide. His mother thought that it could have been prevented
had her son talked to someone about how he was feeling.

The B.C., as we call it for short, gives us an opportunity to privately
talk to our peers about anything on their minds and in their hearts. Our
motto: We care but we don’t cure. Members from the previous year,
teachers, and counselors select students for the Breakfast Club. The club
is a diverse group including, Asians, blacks, whites, athletes, mu§icians,

and students with all levels of academic achievement. The criteria for



