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Acrial photograph of Goat «__ EYOND this point nothing can
Island in the Niagara River, B be kept from being swept
showing American Falls over the falls.” A sight-seeing

(above)and Horseshoe Falls

(right, above title) guide at Goat Island was calling

attention to the control structure



far out on the Niagara River. But it was already too late! The
One tourist gestured toward tourists watched, horrified.

a little green boat. “Then that

boat’s in trouble!” he exclaimed. The little green boat was

The guide ran for a telephone. James Honeycutt’s new 14-foot
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outboard motorboat. He was at
the tiller. In the bow sat 17-year-
old Deanne Woodward. Roger,
her seven-year-old brother,
wearing an orange life jacket,
was in the stern. They had
started out four miles upstream.
Now, about 12:30 p.m., they
were only a mile -or so above

the falls.

Deanne was getting nervous.
This was no longer a broad,
friendly river. It was angry,
leaping violently downbhill,
breaking white against’ glisten-
ing rocks. The thunder of pound-
ing water grew ever louder.

Just as the boat came almost

in line with Goat Island, Honey-
cutt brought the bow around.
For one brief moment, the low-
powered motor beat against the
current, barely making head-
way. Then, with a piercing
whine, it began to race uselessly.
The propeller pin had snapped.

As the boat swept down-
stream stern-first, Honeycutt
grabbed for the oars. Though he
pulled frantically, he hardly
slowed the boat’s backward
rush. He yelled to Deanne, “Put

on the life jacket! Hurry up!”

The girl’s fingers were stiff as
she laced tight the boat’s only
remaining jacket. In the stern,
Roger called, “Deedee, I'm
scared.” He began stumbling
toward her.

“No!” she screamed, terrified
that he would tip them over.
“Stay there, Roger!”

“No, we're going to drown!”
he cried. But he sat down. Cling-
ing to the seat, he began to sob
quietly. They were in full rapids
now, the water solid white and
rushing them toward the falls.
Caught by a vicious riptide, the
stern flew straight up.

“Hang on!” Honeycutt cried
out, but there was nothing to
hang onto. The boat turned all
the way over. He and Roger
were thrown over Deanne’s
head. The water snatched-at the
girl. She grabbed for the over-
turned hull, but it slid from be-
neath her fingers.

Honeycutt grabbed Roger’s
arm, fighting to hold the boy’s
head out of the water. But the
furious currents tore them apart.
The rapids wrenched Roger
down, spun him around. Then



