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Background Knowledge (# 8 41iR)

U.S. Education System

Most Americans attend twelve years of primary and secondary school. With a secondary
school (high school) diploma or certificate, a student can enter college, university, vocational
(job training) school, secretarial school, and other professional schools.

Primary and secondary schools begin at around age six for U.S. children. They attend five
or six years of primary school. Next they go to secondary échool, which consists of either two
three-year programs or a three-year and a four-year program. These are called “middle school”
or “junior high school” and “senior high school” (often just called “high schdol”). Americans
call these twelve years of primary and secondary schools “the first through twelfth grades”.

After finishing high school (twelfth grade), U.S. students may go on to céllege or university.
College or university study is known as “higher education”. If you are to enter a U.S. college
or university, you should find out which level of education in your country cbrresponds to the
twelfth grade in the U.S. You also should ask your educational advisor or guidance counsellor
whether you must spend an extra year or two preparing for U.S. admission. In some countries,
employers and the goyemmént do not recognize a U.S. education if a student entered a U.S.
college or univefsity before he or she could enter university at home.

Study at a college or university leading to the Bachelor’s Degree is known as undergraduate
education. Study beyond the Bachelor’s Degree is known as graduate school, or postgraduate
education. Advaﬂccd or graduate degrees include law, medicine, the M.B.A. and the Ph.D.

(doctorate).
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Detailed Notes to the Text

(RVERR)

1. And a few words—though they mean little at the time to the people
who say them—can have enormous power.

1)
2)

3)

4)

9)

a1 EIEL afewwords, i8iER can have, K=& enormous power,

41 i though they mean little at the time to the people who say them Z B\ i&
EANRIENG, AWFSHE, EHFTHB,

AR, EXRED, WFSHAZEIEFTTIILM:

FRHEEPW. “I'dlike to,” he said. “But I’'m—"

FRBEEBHD . [ was asked—no, ordered would be more accurate.

FRMBAY: “Well—er—ah—it’s hard to explain,” he faltered.

51 3% M4 : He admires only one person—himself.

5| 546 ARL4>: This answer—if we can call it an answer—is meaningless.

5| F %M BH . He is good—for nothing.

R #i7 mean # little. much, nothing. everything ZiRIEERBHHEKE, F
F “RARMBEEX. ¥maiftE”, gl

Your cooperation means much / a great deal to us.

HAT B ERRATRIBEBEXE R,

Money in itself means nothing to him.

SR, BAEASERT H 4,

M 41 H &Y the people who say them, & 411 to 89K iF, H & who say them &
FREMEIFMF, &% the people,

ZANFEHERRE “—EiF-—RRATMNARTHIEEHAFIEREMT
A TEHEEERAMAIR", BiE “FREERAMNENARTERTHA, B
BT ARIRPREERZHRMW",

2. What he does remember—what he will never forget—are the four words

Mrs. Brauch wrote in the margin of the paper: “This is good writing.”

1)

2)

EAR “"F—F—R" &M, 1§ 2 what he does remember, RXiENH;
ZBRE are, FIF R the four words, ZEA& G H, Mrs. Brauch wrote in the
margin of the paper 2 €& M @1, f&{fF the four words; “This is good writing.”
= %17 the four words IR 4ri&, ZAAHAGKRNE,

FABABITSETIES RRE S 2 BN &AM A what he will never forget,
H #9238 T 3 what he does remember #4174 3E818,



