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® Dr. Chuang Chong Chian (Batch 1950)
Translated by Dr. Sining M. Kotah (Batch 1983)

In March 1923, Don Carlos Palanca, Sr. ( Bi03R ), the president of
“Overseas Chinese Educational Association” (OCEA), decided to put
up a secondary school. In June of that same year, the first secondary
Chinese school in the Philippines (Philippine Chinese High School
— PCHS) was established, using two dormitory rooms of the Anglo-
Chinese school. It was a four-year secondary school then with only 47
students initially.

In 1927, the school produced its first batch of graduates with 13
young people. In 1928, there were 9 graduates.

In 1937, the first generation alumni composed of Mr. Go
Seng Guan( FE#1 {& ), Mr. Ty Yee Kiu( B 4 K ), and Dr. Lim Chong
Kang( #& & 5T )founded the Philippine Chinese High School Alumni
Association (PCHSAA). Mr. Go Seng Guan of batch 1928 was elected
the president. He was succeeded by Mr. Kong Kuan ( &89 ) of batch
1933.

In 1940, a three-story school building was erected along the present
address of the Manila campus.

In December 1941, the Pacific War erupted. A month after, the
Japanese troops entered the city of Manila, the school building of
PCHS was occupied by the Japanese invaders as a military camp for a
period of three years.

In February 1945, the city of Manila was liberated. In May of that
same year, PCHS was the first school to reopen. It was then that
students affected by the closure for three years were able to resume
classes.

From 1945 to 1975, due to the repulsive political situations locally
and internationally, there was no freedom for our alumni to gather
as a group. Our alumni association had no other recourse but to
hibernate for 30 long years. Within those years, in 1960, Mr. Marcos
Chua ( %R $2 ) took the initiative to gather some alumni whom he
was close to, and formed the “Alumni Coordinating Committee”, which
helped solicit donations for our alma mater in those years of economic
difficulty. The Coordinating Committee did what it could and was able to
gather donations, including some “anonymous” alumni who poured
in funding for the construction of the annex campus in Caloocan City in
1967. .

The Philippines and China established diplomatic ties on June 9,
1975. Three weeks after that day, on June 27, thousands of alumni
returned to our alma mater and participated actively in the celebration
of the foundation anniversary of our alma mater. They believed that
the most difficult times had ended. During the celebration, they chose
five alumni, Mr. Huang Kai Lam ( #4144 ), Mr. Robert Yang ( #5183 ),
Dr. Chuang Chong Chian ( #:H &2 ) , Mr. Marcos Chua ( £k ) , and
Dr. Fernando Gan ( & = 31 ), representing the old, the middle-aged,
and the young alumni, to draft the constitution and prepare for the
revival of our alumni association. In 1976, our alumni association was
re-established during the celebration of the foundation anniversary of
our alma mater. After the Alumni Association was formally reorganized,
the Coordinating Committee finally completed its historical obligation of
supporting the alma mater.

It was a herculean task to reorganize the alumni association, which
had been dissolved for more than three decades. Everything had

to start from scratch. With the assistance coming from the Board
of Trustees and the school, the five members of the Coordinating
Committee conducted a careful study about the situation for a
year. Having considered the concern regarding the continuity of the
leadership within the association, they came up with a constitution
that would allocate certain number of slots to the alumni from all age
brackets: senior, middle-aged, and young alumni. They also exerted
effort to contact alumni who graduated several decades ago. They
spearheaded the general assembly among the ‘alumni, passed the
constitution, and elected the first batch of officers for the reorganized
alumni association. The five members of the Coordinating Committee
did not fail in the mission entrusted to them. They were able to deliver
what was expected of them within one year.

In June 1976, our alumni association was formally reorganized.
There were only 15 officers, who were divided into four groups with
specific number of slots allotted for the batches of alumni based on
the year graduated. The first group was composed of alumni who
graduated in 1950 or earlier, with four slots; the second group was
made up of alumni who graduated between 1951 to 1960, with
seven slots; the third group was for those who graduated from 1961
to 1970, with three slots; and the fourth group was for those who
graduated in 1971 and the years thereafter, with one slot. The general
assembly for the alumni representatives was scheduled in March of
every year, with the election of officers being done every two years, and
the revision of constitution done every two years too. The election of
officers and the revision of constitution were scheduled in two separate
years alternating one another. Since there have been graduates every
year, the number of alumni has been increasing too. The constitution
of our alumni association has kept up with the time, and has been
revised accordingly. The groups of officers have increased from the
four groups 40 years ago to the present eight groups. The number of
officers has also increased from the initial 15 members to the present
93 members. =

Right after the reorganization, the newly elected set of officers
coordinated with the Board of Trustees-and the school, spearheaded
the celebration of the 53rd foundation anniversary of our alma mater
at Philippine International Convention Center (PICC) in June 1976.
Induction ceremony was also held during that occasion. On that day,
more than 1,200 alumni graced the event. It was a grand celebration
with wonderful programs. It marked a new phase as our alma mater
stepped into an era of freedom and development.

From 1976 to 1980, Dr. Chuang Chong Chian served as the
president of our alumni association. The first batch of officers continued
to establish more contacts with the alumni from all batches. In 1978,
it assisted our alma mater in the final construction of the first phase of
school building in the Caloocan campus, an endeavor which started in
1967. During the election of the first batch of officers, the more senior
officers all declined to become the president of our alumni association.
They unanimously believed that a cardiologist of then President
Ferdinand E. Marcos would be the most ideal person to be in command
of the alumni association. In 1979, China and the United States of
America established diplomatic ties. The indiscriminate labeling of one



as a “red cap” gradually lost its deterrent power. Many of our brilliant
alumni who personally experienced the era of the white terror started
to involve themselves in the leadership of our alumni association, and
they actively gave their share in the development of our alma mater.

From 1980 to 1984, Mr. Ang Cheng Tionsu served as the president
of our alumni association. He coordinated with the Board of Trustees
for the phase one reconstruction of the Manila campus.

From 1984 to 1986, Ms. Bee Keng Elena Cu Uy Gam served as the
president of our alumni association. She continued the support of our
alma mater for the phase two and phase three reconstructions of the
Manila campus. She also helped organize our alumni association Cebu
chapter, and even organized a delegation to personally convey her
greetings for its founding,

From 1986 to 1990, Dr. John K. Tan served as the president of our
alumni association. The phase four reconstruction of the auditorium
in the Manila campus was completed. The newly constructed
school building was inaugurated in 1988. He then spearheaded the
establishment of the Faculty and Staff Mutual Aid Fund. He helped
organize our alumni association US East Coast chapter, Northeastern
Luzon chapter, and Hong Kong chapter. It was during his term in 1988
and 1990 that the grand cultural presentations “An Odyssey” and “The
Blooming Sunflowers”, arranged and directed by Mr. Alberto Lu and
Ms. Belly Ng Chua, were staged in celebration of the 65th foundation
anniversary and the 67th foundation anniversary of our alma mater
respectively at the Cultural Center (CCP),

From 1990 to 1992, Ms. Mary Lim served as the president of our
alumni association. It was during her term that the grand cultural show
“D’ Little Twinkling Stars" was staged also at the CCP. She also helped
organize our alumni association Canada chapter and Beijing chapter,
and organized delegations to personally send her greetings for their
founding.

From 1992 to 1994, Mr. Eduardo Chua served as the president of
our alumni association. It was during his term that another spectacular
cultural show “Salinlahi”, also arranged and directed by Mr. Alberto Lu
and Ms. Belly Ng Chua, was staged in 1993 during the celebration of
the 70th foundation anniversary of our alma mater at the CCP. A year
after that, Mr. Chua personally led a delegation to perform the said
show in Beijing, Quanzhou, and Xiamen.

From 1994 to 1996, Ms. Pilar Ongking served as the president of our
alumni association. During her term, she coordinated with the Board of
Trustees in the construction of the Kindergarten Building in Caloocan
campus in 1995.

From 1996 to 1998, Dr. Tan King King served as the president of
our alumni association. During her term, she established a fund to
help students in need of financial support. In 1998, a grand cultural
show “Pagdiriwang” was staged at the CCP during the celebration
of the 75th foundation anniversary of our alma mater. The 75th
foundation anniversary commemorative issue was published. She
also helped organize our alumni association Cagayan De Oro chapter.
Commemorative stamps for the 75th foundation anniversary of our
alma mater also came out during her term.

From 1998 to 2000, Ms. Janet Kopio served as the president of
our alumni association. In 1999, she coordinated with the Board of
Trustees and constructed the Science Building in Caloocan campus.
She also helped organize our alumni association Davao chapter and
US West Coast chapter, and personally led a delegation to Las Vegas
to attend the induction ceremonies. In 1999, she also led the PCHS
Dance Troupe to China to participate in the “Beijing International Travel

and Cultural Fest”.

From 2000 to 2002, Mr. Alberto Lu served as the president of our
alumni association. He helped organize our alumni association US
West and Central chapter, and personally led a delegation to extend
his greetings. His delegation also went en route to Vancouver
Canada to attend the 10th anniversary celebration of the alumni
chapter there. During his term, our alumni association was able to
accomplish several tasks, such as organizing delegation to visit alumni
in lloilo, Bacolod, and Cebu; holding the first alumni photo exhibit and
seminar; establishing sports and cultural fund; initiating the Christmas
get together of the most recent three batches of alumni; holding the
farewell party for Mr. Antonio O, the Officer-in-Charge of Caloocan
campus.

From 2000 to 2004, Mr. Peter Gaisano served as the president
of our alumni association. During his term, he initiated the grand
celebration of the 80th foundation anniversary of our alma mater, which
included the cultural presentation “PCHS at 80" at the CCP; the first
alumni basketball invitational tournament; the 80th commemorative car
plate; and published the 80th commemorative issue, among others.He
also helped organize our alumni association Negros Occidental chapter.

From 2004 to 2006, Mr. Sy Uliong served as the president of our
alumni association. During his term, he organized a delegation to
attend the inauguration of the alumni association lloilo chapter, and
the 2nd induction ceremony of the Negros Occidental chapter. " He
also organized a delegation to US to attend the induction ceremony
of the newly elected officers of Central America chapter. He led fellow
alumni in attending the commemoration of the 45th death anniversary
of Dr. Teng Chiu Huang and the 20th death anniversary of Mr. Go
Seng Guan spearheaded by our alma mater. The alumni paid their
tribute and offered flowers to the two former principals of our alma
mater at the Chinese Cemetery and Hua Chong Temple respectively. A
ceremony commemorating the deeds of Mr. Go Seng Guan was held
in the auditorium of Manila campus. It was also during his term when
our alumni association made a statement with our alma mater to firmly
support the “Anti-Separatist Law” of the People’s Congress of China.
Our alumni association also became an honorary member of the
Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry,
Inc. (FFCCCII). The signing of agreement was done in the FFCCCII
auditorium.

From 2006 to 2008, Mr. Angel Tan served as the president of our
alumni association. During his term, he organized a delegation to
visit Cebu chapter. In response to the invitation of the China Overseas
Exchanges Association, he also organized a tour to Beijing, Yantai,
Qingdao, Xiamen, Jinjiang, and Quanzhou. On June 8, 2008, our
alumni association attended the farewell party for Mr. Emilio Gan upon
his retirement as the principal of the school. It was also during his
term that our alumni association first established the website wiwvw.
pchsaaonline.org, where information about our alma mater and our
alumni association became easily accessible to our alumni all over the
world. It was also in 2008 when another spectacular cultural show
“March On, PCHS" was staged at the CCP in celebration of the 85th
foundation anniversary of our alma mater.

From 2008 to 2010, Ms. Diana To served as the president of our
alumni association. On July 18, 2008, she personally initiated the relief
operation for the typhoon victims in lloilo. The endeavor was assisted
by the alumni association lloilo chapter. The team went to distribute
relief goods in 14 barangays badly hit by the typhoon. On November
24, 2008, our alumni association joined our alma mater in welcoming
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an international forensic scientist, Chinese-American Dr. Henry Chang-
Yu Lee( Z=E R ) on his visit to our Manila campus.

From 2010 to 2012, Mr. Lim Keng served as the president of our
alumni association. During his term, strengthening the ties among the
alumni was given much importance. Several local and international
trips were organized. Our alumni delegation was able to visit Pagudpud
llocos, Shanghai Expo, Xi'an, and Sichuan. Every trip was eagerly
participated in by our alumni. The Shanghai Expo trip alone had 78
delegates. The tour was carefully planned. Everything went on
smoothly, and the delegates were all satisfied.

From 2012-2014, Dr. Alfonso Siy served as the president of our
alumni association. During his term, he was supported by the
officers of the alumni association in the celebration commemorating
the 90th foundation anniversary of our aima mater. Aside from the
usual activities conducted annually, there was an alumni trade fair,
a celebration of the 90th foundation anniversary of our alma mater
at SMX, and the publication of the 90th anniversary commemorative
issue.

From 2014-2016, Mr. Simon Lee Tiong Seng served as the president
of our alumni association. On November 9, 2014, in response to the
invitation of Mr. Mariano YuPitun ( #3Ei&4 A& ), the alumni association
organized a conference in "The Lake Hotel" in Tagaytay, which is owned
by the said alumnus. The planning to celebrate the 40th anniversary
of the reorganization of the alumni association and the revision of
its constitution were also conducted during this conference. In May
2015, he organized a trip to visit the alumni in Cebu, Bacolod, and
lloilo. In September of the same year, he led the alumni delegation
to Beijing, Nanjing, and Shanghai, and attended the commemoration
of the 70th anniversary of the victory of the anti-Japanese war. In
20186, a special Qiaoyou issue was published commemorating the
93rd foundation anniversary of our alma mater, the 40th anniversary
of the reorganization of our alumni association, and the inauguration
of the newly constructed college building. The grand celebration of the
three events mentioned above is held in our newly constructed Quezon
City (QC) auditorium in June this year. Other activities conducted are:
the making of the documentary film about the history of our alumni
association; the interior decoration of the new alumni conference hall
and the alumni association office, and the holding of alumni general
assembly and its subsequent monthly meetings at the QC campus; the
distribution of the commemorative medal to the alumni who graduated
from our alma mater 25 years, 50 years, 60 years, and 70 years ago;
the recognition of alumni officers who have served our association for
more than 20 years. : o

In summary, the annual routine activities of our alumni association
include the following:

“Every year, our alumni association holds general assembly of alumni
representatives, conducts celebration of the foundation anniversary of
our alma mater, holds reception for alumni who graduated from our
alma mater 70 years, 60 years, 50 years, and 25 years ago, conducts
alumni calligraphy, photo, and painting exhibits. Every Mid-autumn
festival and Christmas, our alumni association gathers our alumni
together. There is also the Christmas gathering of the three batches
of alumni who have recently graduated from our alma mater. During
the graduation season every year, our alumni association conducts an
induction ceremony to welcome the new batch of alumni. Our alumni
association also gives out alumni scholarship annually to students who
excel academically, and financial support every year to approximately
300 students. We also provide annual medical examinations to all
the faculty and staff of our alma mater; medical assistance to some

alumni and teachers; medical mission to the residents of the nearby
barangays. We have also joined in the anti-kidnapping campaign and
the relief operations during calamities. In the area of sports, our alumni
association holds basketball tournament, table tennis tournament,
bowling tournament, golf tournament, etc. We also participate in the
tournaments conducted by the organizations outside. In the area of arts
and culture, we regularly publish Qiaoyou and foundation anniversary
commemorative issue, monthly mini-calendar; conduct several rounds
of medical lectures and seminars; organize the alumni choir, dance
troupe, photography group, Chinese orchestra, and harmonica team,
etc.”

The mission of our alumni association is to contact and promote
camaraderie among alumni, to work for the benefits and welfare of
our alumni, to coordinate with the Board of Trustees, the Educational
Foundation, and help develop our alma mater. It aims to promote the
good traditions of our alma mater and to serve our society. From its
reorganization 40 years ago, there have been 12 alumni chapters
organized within and outside of the country. Our alumni have been
growing in number. Our alumni association has been doing its share
in coordinating and maintaining the ties with our alumni, and helping
the development of our alma mater. The seven spectacular cultural
shows staged at the Cuitural Center of the Philippines (CCP), namely
‘An Odyssey”, “The Blooming Sunflowers”, “D’ Little Twinkling Stars”,
“Salinlahi”, “Pagdiriwang”, “PCHS at 80", and “March On, PCHS",
have all received good feedbacks from the Chinese Filipino society,
and have become a part of the treasure of the Chinese Filipino culture.
The alumni association has fully supported our alma mater in its nine
constructions of school buildings, which led to the three campuses we
see nowadays, making our alma mater an educational institution, which
provides freedom to learn in an environment equipped with modern
facilities, and where our faculty and staff enjoy all kinds of benefits. Our
alumni have been mobilized to put up a huge foundation for the faculty
and staff mutual aid fund and the alumni financial assistance. These
help ease the financial burden of our alma mater. “PCC alumni love
their alma mater. They voluntarily give their support without asking
anything in return.” This is one of the PCC traditions. It is the PCC
spirit. ,

Our alumni association has an abundance of talents. The
contributions of our alumni will never be forgotten and will be part of
our school history forever. Alumni who have helped develop our alma
mater, and who have brought glory to our-alma mater, are greatly
appreciated. Mr. Chung Tiong Tay orice wrote in his message to the
1998's 75th foundation anniversary commemorative issue of our alma
mater that “the outstanding alumni today shall become the board
member tomorrow.  This is the inevitable trend of history.” Indeed,
many of the brilliant alumni have become part of our school's Board of
Trustees during the leadership of Mr. Chung Tiong Tay.

For almost a century, the leaders, the principals, and the teachers
of our alma mater have remained steadfast in their commitment “as
vanguard of civilization”. They have been passing on the culture from
generation to generation, and have been nurturing talents through the
years. With its principle to provide academic freedom to its students,
to help expand their horizons, our alma mater has become a renowned
Chinese Filipino school within the community. It has developed
numerous outstanding personalities who serve the country and the
society well.

Our alma mater Philippine Cultural College, we alumni are proud of
you. Here's wishing a much brighter future ahead of you!
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