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Preface ( First Edition) 1

Preface (First Edition)

A Course Book of English Literature is edited primarily with the aim to meet the
needs of the Chinese college students who have majored in English language and
literature. This course book, which is based on many years of teaching practice,
generally covers the lives, literary careers and artistic features of the English writers; it
provides the students with some knowledge on historical and cultural backgrounds, on
literary trends and literary schools; it also includes some selected readings from the
important works of the major English writers. Special emphasis is laid on the introduction

of the major writers and on the analysis of their masterpieces.

Here I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all my friends
and colleagues as well as my former students who have given their invaluable suggestions
and comments in the course of writing this book. I would also like to thank the editors
and workers of Wuhan University Press who are directly responsible for the publication of
this book. Finally, my acknowledgment goes to those writers together with their publishers

whose works are quoted or selected as reading materials.

As this book is edited within a short time, surely there is much to be improved.

Suggestions and criticisms are sincerely welcomed .

Zhang Boxiang
March 1997
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