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The View of History in Isaiah

Taifen Chiang

Abstract

As one of the most important prophetic books in the Old
Testament, Isaiah exemplifies the spirit of biblical Prophecy and
articulates the essential messages thereof. This paper explores
the uniqueness of the biblical view of history as delincated by
Isaiah’s prophecies. While modern historians focus their studies on
the past, producing provisional arguments and questions through
logical reasoning and debating (which are to go on indefinitely),
the biblical prophet offers in an assured tone a view of history
oriented towards the hopeful future, the glorious end of history
when righteousness will eventually triumph over evil and life over
death. Modern historical studies proceed with rational questioning
which by nature precludes certainty, though scholars have limited
their realm to past events. On the other hand, the biblical view of
history starts out from faith in the absolute Creator, whose ultimate
perfection supplies gratifying answers to all questions of history—
How does the world begin? How does history proceed? Where
is history heading? What is the meaning and purpose of history?
Who will accomplish the goal of history? How? In this study, I
will discuss the biblical view of history in terms of the following

notions: the all-loving and all-powerful God as Savior of history;
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human sinfulness and crises of history; salvation preordained by
God as the end of history; true repentance and conversion as the
prerequisite for salvation; the Messiah sent from God to overcome

sin and death; victory over the past as the end of history.

Keywords: Isaiah, Prophecy, salvation, the Messiah, view of history,

eschatology
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