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CHINESE KITE

Kite is a unique flower in the garden of tradi-
tional Chinese culture. In the long process of
development, it combines the folk fine arts, folk
sports and folk arts of kite making. It comes from
people and is deeply rooted in the people. The
healthiness and simplicity it characterizes reflect
the broad-mindedness and generosity and the
spirit of progress of the Chinese nation.

Chinese kite can be traced back to the Spring
and Autumn Period and the Warring States
Period. At that time, wars were frequent, so
people invented "wooden hawks", which were
linked by broad-leaved plants. This can be seen
the embryo of the modern kite. With the inven-
tion of paper and development of silk production

in China, most kites began to use bamboo as



skeletons and then were pasted with paper or silk. Kite today is often seen as a
way of entertainment, but in the past, it was often used in wars. People used it in
military survey, observation, communication and publicity, showing to the full their
W|sdom By the Tang and Song dynasties, the kite got new functions, with daily
perfectlng craftsmanship and enriched meanings. As an interesting program for
entertainment, it brought new contents and colors to people's lives.

As "is well known, each nationality has its unique way of expressing feelings
and artistic senses. Originating from people, Chinese kite usually features the
daily life of them and therefore, gets a strong folk flavor. Flowers, birds, insects,
fish, beasts, and characters in fairy tales and legends can all be subjects of kites.
The kites in various modeling and lifelike designs always carry people's deep
feelings, their yearning for a fine life and their pursuit for future ideals. As the
kites fly in the warm spring sum and steady wind, people will enjoy beauty to the
full.

In making a kite, the modeling is very important. Craftsmen try to make it true
to life not only in shape but also in spirit. A beautiful design, bright decoration,

vivid colors and plastic effect are all highly desirable.




To put it in details, the kites can be modeled
into hard-wing, soft-wing, barrel-like and chain-
like ones, etc.. The hard-wing kite is made of two
criss-crossed bamboo stripes. Onto this skeleton
will be pasted paper or silk, thus a triangle kite is
formed. Such a kind of kite can catch-more wind
and fly higher. It is mainly used to show opera
figures or folk stories. The soft-wing kite is made
on the basis of the hard-wing one, whose skel-
eton under wings is thrown away. Flying in the
sky, it looks light and exquisite. Such a kind of
kite is often made into forms of swallows, butter-
flies and dragonflies. The skeleton of barrel-
shaped kite can be folded, representative of which
is the simply but uniquely decorated palace
lantern. The main body of the lantern is covered
by red silk, while the streamers are made by

green silk. The sharp contrast in colors makes



the kite attention-catching. The chain-shaped kite is made by connecting several
or scores of smaller kites in the same form, which looks true to life.

Chinese kites often lay emphasis on thick color in patches, which can create
an ani§tic atmosphere of simplicity and warmth. Bright colors in folk drawing are
introda‘ced in. The gaudy and showy colors can form a strong contrast. When
flying against the blue sky and among white clouds, the kite will look attract\ive.
Some kites are painted with auspicious words to convey a special meaning. The
unique light-colored paintings emerging in modern times show people's aspiration,
imagination, creative spirit and pursuit.

In making a kite, the first important thing is to select relatively straight bamboo
stripes so that they can be easily stewed. Secondly, the bamboo should better be
cut down in Fall and be dried in shade. Materials for tying are usually twine, spill,
glue and paste. Exquisite skeleton requires each bamboo joint be whittled and
polished with sandpaper. Some are even winded by paper stripes with paste at
certain intervals so that other paper and silk can be easily pasted on. In this way,

the skeleton becomes solider and more delicate.




Spring is the best season for flying kite. People
like going for a outing at that time and enjoy them-
selves this way. Or in the Qingming Festival, af-
ter mourning their ancestors, people began fly-
ing kites to the sky. Fully entertained, they cut
off their threads. It is said that the kites will take
away their missing for the deceased and all the
diseases and disasters in their lives. What is left
is only auspiciousness and happiness.

Since kites themselves have no power, the fly-
ing depends much on the force of wind. In such
a traditional sport, people not only exercise their
legs and eyes, but also entertain themselves and
strengthen the integrity of the family. For thou-
sands of years, it remains a favorite program of

the common people.
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Cock tap centipede
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Red-crowned crane

and little boy



