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Order of the President of the
People’s Republic of China

No. 69

The Vocational Education Law of the People’s Republic of China,
adopted at the 19th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Eighth
National People's Congress of the People’s Republic of China on May

15. 1996, is hereby promulgated and shall enter into force as of
September 1, 1996.

Jiang Zemin
President of the People’s Republic of China
May 15, 1996
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Article 1
Law and the Labour law, for the purpose of implementing the

[
11
I1
v

A%

of the People’s Republic

of China

(Adopted at the 19th Meeting of the Standing
Committee of the Eighth National People’s Congress on
May 15, 1996, promulgated by Order No. 69 of the
President of the People's Republic of China on May 15,
1996, and effective as of September 1, 1996)

Contents

General Provisions

System of Vocational Education
Provision of Vocational Education
Conditions Ensuring the Provision of
Vocational Education

Supplementary Provisions

Chapter I General Provisions

This Law 1s enacted in accordance with the Education

strategy for revializing the country by means of science and education,
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developing vocational education, enhancing the quality of workers and
promoting the socialist modernization drive.

Article 2 This Law applies to vocational schools of all types and
levels and to all forms of vocational training. Specialized training
provided by State organs for their functionaries shall be governed by
separate laws and administrative rules and regulations.

Article 3 Vocational education constitutes an  important
component of the nation’s educational undertakings as well as an
important avenue for promoting economic and social development and
emplovment.

The State undertakes the development of vocational education,
promotes its reform so as to improve its quality and institute and
perfect s system of vocational education that suits the nceds of the
socialist market economy and the needs of social progress.

Article 4 In the provision of vocational education, the State’s
educational principles shall be implemented, that is, ideological and
political education and the education in professional ethics shall be
conducted, vocational knowledge imparted, vocational skills fostered
and vocational guidance provided to the educatees so as to enhance their
quality in an all-round way.

Article 5 Citizens shall have the right to receive vocational
education according to law.

Article 6 People’s governments at various levels shall incorporate
the development of vocational education into their plans for national
economic and social development.

Trade | organizations, enterprises and institutions shall, in
accordance with law, fulfill their obligations to provide vocational
education.

Article 7 The State adopts measures to develop vocational
education in rural areas and provides support and assistance to areas

7
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inhabited by minority nationalities and outlying and poverty-stricken
areas in developing vocational education.

The State adopts measures to enable women to receive vocational
education, organize the unemployed to receive different forms of
vocational education, and support the development of vocational
education for the disabled.

Article 8 Vocational education shall be provided in light of
actual needs and in conformity with the standards established by the
State for classifying and grading occupations. A system comprising
certificates of schooling, certificates of vocational training and
certificates of occupational qualifications shall be practised.

The State practises a system whereby workers receive the
necessery vocational education prior to employment or assignment.

Article 9 The State encourages and arranges scientific research
on vocational education.

Article 10 The State gives awards to units and individuals that
have made outstanding achievements in vocational education.

Article 11 The administrative department for education under
the State Council shall be responsible for the overall planning,
comprehensive coordination and macro-management of vocational
education.

The administrative departments for education, labor and other
relevant departments under the State Council shall, within their
respective functions and responsibilities defined by the State Council,
be responsible for the different aspects of vocational education.

Local people’s governments at or above the county level shall
strengthen leadership , overall coordination, supervision, guidance and

assessment of vocational education in areas under their jurisdiction.
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Chapter II System of Vocational Education

Article 12 In light of the different levels of economic
development and degrees of universal education in different areas, the
State introduces a division of education, at different stages, chiefly
among junior secondary school graduates, so that some of them may
receive regular senior secondary school education and others may
receive occupational education, and institutes and perfects a vocational
education system whereby vocational school education is conducted
simultanecusly with vocational training and is interconnected and
developed in coordination with other types of education.

Article 13 Vocational school education is divided into three
levels, namely, elementary, secondary and tertiary.

The elementary and secondary vocational school education shall be
provided by elementary and secondary vocational schools. The tertiary
vocational education shall be provided, where necessary and where
conditions permit, either by tertiary vocational schools or by regular
institutions of higher education. Other types of schools may provide
vocational school education at the same level in compliance with the
overall plans drawn up by the administrative department for education.

Article 14 Vocational training comprises pre-service training,
training 1o facilitate change of occupations; apprentice training, on-
the-job training, job-transfer training and other categories of vocational
training, and all these categories of training may, in light of actual
conditions, be divided into three levels: elementary, secondary and
tertiary.

Vocational training shall be provided by the appropriate vocational
training institutions and/or vocational schools.

Other schools or institutions of education may, depending on their
own capabilitics. provide various forms of vocational training to meet

11
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social needs.

Article 15 Vocational training for the disabled shall be provided
by institutions of education for the disabled, in addition, vocational
schools and vocational training institutions of various types and at
different levels and other types of institutions of education shall accept
disabled students in accordance with the relevant regulations of the
State.

Article 16 Regular secondary schools may provide vocational
subjects in light of local conditions, or supplement existing subjects

with appropriate subject matters related to vocational education in light

of actual needs.

Chapter III Provision of Vocational
Education

Article 17 People's governments at or above the county level
shall establish vocational schools and vocational training institutions to
serve as a mainstay and play an exemplary role, which shall provide
guidance and assistance to the vocational schools and vocational training
institutions established in accordance with law by rural communities
and other public organizations, as well as individual citizens.

Article 18 In response to the needs of well-coordinated
development of the rural economy, science and technology, and
education. people’s governments at the county level shall provide
various forms of vocational education and develop training programs of
practical skills so as to promote the development of rural vocational
education.

Article 19 Competent government departments and trade
organizations shall, by itself or jointly, establish vocational schools or
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