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% —T%E  Chapter One

£ X357 Ethos of the Times

Different Churches
in Britain

The Church of England, or An-
glican Church, is one of many
“Protestant” sects which broke away
fron?‘t-}?g\norem‘gem and /:(r;(.)-re r-
mox Roman Catholic Church sev-
eral centuries ago, during the great
religious upheaval called the Refor-
mation. The Church of England is an

“established” Church, which means
that it represents the official state re-
ligion, having certain duties towards
the state, and receiving certain priv-
ileges from it, though no financial
support. Its temporal (i.e. non-
priestly) head 1s the Qu%gn, and
twenty-six of its highest priests sit in
the House of Lords.

But the Church of England is
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not as strong as it might at first ap-

pear. For one thing it is “estab-
lished”

only in England, not in

Scotland, Ireland or Wales. For an-

the
Church of England has no strong

other, in spiritual matters
central al:lltlgg):;ity) Roman Catholics
throughout the “world recognize the
supreme holy authority ofﬁe ope in
Rome and of the Church or priest-
hood in general, but the Church of
England relies more on the Bible,
whigch is ’r;—always :asy to ?_FE:_‘L%
pret. And there may be wide differ-
ences of opinions, within the Angli-
can Church on such matters as the
Virgin Birth, the Miracles, the Res-
urrection and the Ascension.
Moreover, even in England, the
Church of England is only a minori-
tv. There are several million Roman
Catholics in Britain, and even more
members of one of the “free” or
Churches. These
include many independent Presbyteri-

the  Methodist
Church, the Congregational and Bap-

. ”
“ non-conformist

an  organizations,

tist Churches, and many others. All
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these sects agree on the essentials of
but

have different methods of organiza-

Christianity described earlier,

tions, forms of service or points of

interpretation and emphasis.
The Archbishop of Canterbury

is the Primate_of all England. [That

is to say] he is the spiritual leader of
the Church of England.

Many people would say that the
Church of England today is both
Protestant and Catholic; there are
certainly a great variety of beliefs
and practices within the Church. A
look at some church nouc% ’#a
might confuse anyone unfamiliar'with
High

. A visi-

differences between

Church” and “Low Church”

tor entering a high church at, say,

the

ten o’ clock on a Sunday morning
might find a high mass in progress
and think he had entered a Roman
Catholic church. The church would
probably be highly decorated, the

priests would wear various kinds of

dp,robes, and people would light can-

dles to the Virgin Mary and go to the

priests for confession. By contrast, a
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FRHEE—ETRARTER

low church service would be as sim-
ple as possible; there would be no
ceremony, no candles, no private
confessions and the church would
look rather bare. It would seem to

have more in common with the non-

conformist churches. Between these
two extremes there are churches with

more or less ceremonies, depending
— 5

mainly on the views of the vicar in
charge. Some Anglican priests have
broken away from tradition to the ex-
tent that in some services they intro-
duce new religious songs, comp%)\sye\i
by young people who accompan

them on guitars in the church. i;ey
also use the church as a place where

people can discuss the problems of
everyday life; in other words, these
pri?sis want the church to become a
meeting place in a wider sense, not
simply for the traditiong t;ype of reli-
gious service.

The Presbyterian Church is the
established Church of Scotland. It is
completely separate from the Angli-

can Church. Presbyterianism is a se-

vere form of Protestantism, founded
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in the sixteenth century and follow- LAY X,
ing the teaching of the French re-
former Calvin.

After the Reformation many THMEZEFEHHRE
Protestants gbjected that the Church #HBRWHEEEHESE5F L
of England ha§¥(‘)t moved far enough H BB AREHIE, MATMA
away from the Church of Rome. They % [¥ [E #{ & o 2 37 i 3k, B.5F

, broke away from the Church of Eng- T HEHWH&S—HHH L

- land and formed their own Church- FFHLEEHEH S, MRMITHZ

es—the Free or Nonconformist 5 ff i/~ B9 ARAE, 3F 2 E B #

Churches. As their names suggest, =¥ HHMEFHSELM

the nonconformists want to be free to F# X ., MBfiTH%A Kk FH

choose their own form of church orga-  F#(, fih i1 Y 2 & F1{X =X 4 1R

nization and services. They do not fAj#, TE FEHIEEEEH

have archbishops or bishops and their £ZHZ14G T H /S & #HIR A1

churches and services are very sim- ¥ SFE{EEL#HIK,

ple. The main nonconformists groups

in England are Methodist, Congrega-

tional and Baptist .

The Salvation Army was found- B ZFE RS F 1865 4,
ed in 1865. Its first aim is to p_reaca ERPERRNT mIREAREE
the story of Jesus Christ to unbeliev- | B i A {i714% #ii BR 6k (0 & 3 , T
ers and they also do a great deal of H {13t %5 AME KR ES
social work among the poor and the M AT KEMISTIE, fh
sick. Their organization is almost T AL FREFAMN K
military: they wear uniforms, call RIFEEFESE —WH R, BHRE
themselves officers and their leader B ,H4#ALkEHREE, B

has the title of %%ml Women offi- THEEZELF%., EHEAHE




