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1. Elizabeth and Zacharias

CENTURIES passed. The country of Judah was
conquered yet again and became part of the Roman
Empire. It was called Judaea and remained a separate
kingdom, ruled by a Jewish king named Herod. The
real power,however,was in the hands of the Roman
governor.

During Herod’s reign a priest lived in Judaea
whose name was Zacharias. He and his wife Elizabeth
loved God and obeyed his commandments, but they
were sad because they had no child. “Oh God,give us
a son, ”they prayed.

One day Zacharias was taking part in a service in
the Temple at Jerusalem when an angel appeared.

“Do not be afraid, Zachariase,”the angel said.
“God has heard your prayer. You will have a son and
you will call him John. He will be a great teacher and
a man of God. He will be filled with the spirit of the
prophet Elijah;he will bring the people back to God
and prepare for the coming of our Lord. ”

“How can tltis be?”Zacharias asked. “We are too
old to have a son.”

“I am Gabriel,”the angel replied, “and God has
sent me. But because you doubt his word you will be
struck dumb and you willl remain so until the things
I have told you come true.”
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When Zacharias came home, he could not tell
Elizabeth about his vision because he was dumb. But
Elizabeth told him:

“We are going to have a child. God has arranged
it—he has heard our prayers. ”

2. An Angel Visits Mary

A FEW months later God sent the angel Gabriel
to the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to visit a young
girl. She had been promised in marriage to a man
named Joseph,who was descended from the family of
King David. The girl’s name was Mary.

The angel appeared to her and said , “Greetings,
Mary,God’s blessing is on you. ”When Mary saw the
angel and heard what he said she was filled with
wonder and unease.

“Do not be afraid, Mary,”the angel continued,
“God loves youhe has filled you with his grace. You
will have a child,a son whom you will call Jesus. He
will be great,and people will call him the Son of the
Highest. God will give him the throne of his forefa-
ther David,and he will reign over Israel for ever. His
kingdom will never cease to exist. ”

“How can this be ?”asked Mary. “I have never
slept with a man.”

The angel Gabriel replied , “ The Holy Spirit of
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