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Tesson One

TEXT Maother

PHONETICS Emphasis for Contrast
GRAMMAR Sentences of Unreal Condition

WORD STUDY choose, fill, carry, scatter, light

TEXT
MOTHER
Adapted from Maxim Gorky

Pavel was arrested. That day Mother did not light the stove,
Evening came and a cold wind was blowing. There was a knock

at the window, Then another. Mother was used to such knocks,

but this time she gave a little start of joy. Throwing a shawl over
her shoulders, she opened the door. ﬁfﬂ.]ﬁ .

A man came in, his face hidden by an upturned coat collar an
a cap pulled low over his brow. He took off his cap and held out
his hand. ) :
' “Hullo, Mother! Don’t you remember me?” he -asked, like
an old friend.

“Yegor Ivanovich!” exclaimed Mother.,

Yegor began explaining at once.

“I've brought you news from Pavel, Mother. He sends you
his Tove and says you mustn't worry. He wants you to know that
anyone who chooses the path he has chosen is sure to have periodic

holidays in jail. And now I'li get down to business, Mother. Do -

you know how many were arrested this morning 7"
“Why—was anyone—besides Pavel 77
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“He was the forty-ninth,” Yegor added quickly. “And here’s
the point. We mustn't stop distributing leaflets at the factory. If
we do, the gendarmes will use it against Pavel and the comrades in
Jaik.”

“What do you mean?” cried Mother in alarm.

“It’s simple enough,” answered Yegor. ‘“‘Sometimes even gen-
darmes use their heads. Pavel was frae — there were papers and
leaflets; Pavel is jailed — there are no more papers or leaflets.
Therefore Pavel must have been the man. Isn't that clear?”

Mother seemed to understand now. Then she said, *But what
can we do about it?’

“They've arrested almost everybody,” Yegor went on. “There's
no one to carry on the work. We've got first-class leaflets, pienty
of them, but how to get them into the factory remains a problem."

“Could anything be done?” Mother was anxious to know.

“Let’s have a talk with the pedlar. Perhaps she’ll take them in.”

Mother dismissed the idea with a wave of her hand.

*“Oh, no! She’s a gossip!” Then she burst out with sudden
inspiration, “Give them to me! I'll do it. I'll take dinners to sell
at the factory. I'll manage.”

“Wonderful, Mother! Simply wopderful‘“ said Yegor, holding
both her Hands in his.

So at noon the pext day Mother was at the factory gate, bending
under the weight of her food baskets. Two guards passed their hands
roughly over everyone who entered the yard. The workmen cursed
them, adding, “You devils ought to search our heads and not our
pockets.”

“You might let me through,” said Mother. *“Can’t you see
my back is about to break under the load?”

Once inside the factory yard, Mother set her baskets down,
wiped the sweat off her face and looked round. '

“Got any porridge?” a man hurried over to her and asked.



“T’ll bring some tomorrow,” she replied.

This was the password’ The workman’s face lit up. He squat-
ted down to peep into the basket and a packet of leaflets passed into
the breast of his jacket.

“Soup! Hot noodles!” Mother cried. Every time a packet
left her hands, the hateful yellow face of the officer who had taken
her son away flared up in her mind.

The next day she came to the gates of the factory without any
papers on her. The guards stopped her and searched her thorough-
ly. Inside, she saw that everybody was excited. It had got round
that the leaflets had appeared again. The men gathered Moﬂggs,
then scattered, running from one shop to another. The bosses looked
worried, and the police had grey, exasperated faces. :

She carried the leaflets regularly to the factory, looking upon
this as her duty. She felt she was doing something important for
the people, for the new life. She had never felt that anyone needed
her, but now she saw that many people did.- And this was a new
and pleasant revelation, '

WORD LIST

stove . (BIEMERAZ) K (a
closed fire-place for heatmg or
cooking)

start n. f{Bk (a2 sudden move-
ment})

shawl [[o:1] » #JH (a square
cloth worn by women as a
covering for the head and
shoulders)

upturn v.r. £ B#

brow [brau] ». #% (part of
the face above the eyes, fore-
head)

choose 1.7. (chose, chosen) jﬁﬁ

path [pa:6] ». HE

periodic ['pioriodik] adi. M
#y (happening at regular in-
tervals)

}ml [dzeil] ». AR (prison)

dhtri‘___hu__tg [dis'tribju:t] ».t. ﬁ&

leaflet n. {£80 -

ge’rdnrme ['za:ndaim] 2. R (a

“soldier who has the duties of
a policeman)

alarm n. f4E

first-class a. L4y



problem ['problom] ». (BE#o
ot |

ge_di_ar n. W3E/HR (a person who
travels about selling things
which he carries in a pack or
a basket)

dismiss v.r. #T4% b, i

gossip n. |EIHIEMA: kEA

Inspiration ». F

simply adv. 4k%; WE  (very;
compietely)

weight [weil] ». H R

roughly ['rafli] adv. ¥

curse v.f. N

onght [o:1] v. aux. JiZ

devil [devl] n. MERL, B A

load n. i

wipe v.r. B(FH)

sweat [swet] m 'k

porridge n. ¥, #iHK

password n. MYIE: Q4

peep v.i. Bl & (look through
a small opening)

light v.i. (lit, Lit) (up) CHAE) B
Hedg sk (become cheerful)

packet n. {38
Syn. parcel, bundle

breast (brest] n. (Jtik) M
iof a2

jacket n. gG5hA% (a short coat)

noodle n. (HHESOEA

flare v.i. (up) I{F; BB

thoroughly ['0arsli] fwcHE, #ig
i)

scatter v./. M& (go off in dif-
ferent directions)

boss ». (LAbIT 3%

regularly ['reqjulali] adv. B4

revelation n. 25
reveal v,

IDIOMS AND EXPRESSIONS

to bz used to I F

to get down to business FFi&#k
() ESYH

to use something against some-
body FIRRFRGEA

to burst out dpRIjhH

a packet of —{1; —ig

It has got round that ...
EHmERT

to look upon ... as ... h¥; 8
o S (regard as)

(%)

PROPER NAMES

Maxim Gorky ['maksim’goki]
Pavel ['pa:val]

Yegor Ivanovich [je'go: i'va:-

novit]

NOTES TO THE TEX1

About the Awthor: Maxim Gorky (1868—1936}, Russian proletarian



(1, prouli'tsarion] %MK writer and friend of Lenin, hardly needs
any introduction. His novel “Mother” (published 1907) describes Rus-
sian life on the eve of the 1905 Revolution. Its main characters are
Pavel Viasov, a revolutionary, and his mother, a workman’s wife. The
present excerpt will give the reader some idea of their devotion ((Bi%)
to the revolutionary cause. ’

1. She was used ro such knocks.

The students should distinguish between (KR} to be used to
(+ ooun) (= MEHEZIMT, FRHSET), and used 1o do a’
certain thing (=it Z% X8, BRETXERT).

2. A man came in, his face hidden by an upturmed coat collar, erc.

His face hidden by an upturned coat coliar, etc. is known
grammatically as a nominative absolute (¥3r ¥ ¥e&tH)).

Cf. People came running round the corner, a policeman at
their head.

Club in hand, he rushed after that man.

Study also the following examples:

His work done, he went out for a stroll.
He lay on his back, kis hands behind his head,
3. Anyone who chooses the parh he has chosen: anyone who takes
the path of revolution as he has,
4. Periodic holidays in fail:

A true revolutionary is always optimistic (5R¥#H), and
thinks nothicg of (FLAX#) his prison terms (§RF[#). Therefore
to be put in prison from time to time is to him just like baving
a holiday. .

5. “What do you mean?” cried Mother:

Apparently (B #4#) Mother was unable to follow Yegor’s
reasoning (##1). In the next paragraph Yegor was to explain
his point.

6. Sometimes even gendarmes use their heads:

Note the irony (['aierani] {£#) in this.

Cf. “You devils ought to search our heads and not our
pockets.”

7. How to get them into the factory remains a problem. = This
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was and still is a problem.
Remain here does the work of a linking verb,
You might let me through. = You really ought fo let me through,
Might here implies (#BE#) a note of reproach (FH&EFMD
). E.g.
You might at least offer to help. (You haven’t offered to
help.)
You might work a little faster. (You've been working rather
slowly.)

. I have brought you news from Pavel,

'l take dinners to sell at the factory.
She carried the leaflets regularly to the factory.

Bring, take and carry are not synonyms, though they may
all be translated as “£” or “#%”. To bring a thing is to carry it
to or towards the place where one is; to take a thing is to carry
it away from where one is. To carry a thing means to move it
from one place to another, but does not imply any definite
direction. Study the following:

Bring that book to me, please.

Toke the book away, please.

Ships and railways carry goods.

WORD STUDY
CHOOSE

choose v.7.

1.

2

% (pick out: select):

You have thosen a very interesiing topic for your paper.

Qut of five hundred students, five were chosen to represeni the
college.

T'll choose you a good grammar book.

s A E (prefer; think proper):

I choose to stay where I am.

You can do what you choose.

FILL

fill vit. & 4
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L Feik i
To fill a hole with sand, water, etc.

The news filled her heart with hope.
He was filled with anger when he heard it.
2. 6li in 5.
I was asked to fill in a form (Fx).
Please fill in yoﬁr name and age in the brackets.

CARRY
carry v.i.
1. 48, #i5; ¥ (take up something and move it from one place
- to another): ’

A porter (#§35T. A) carried a suitcase on his shoulders.
A woman carried a child in her arms.
A student carried a huge dictionary under his arm.
A messenger carried the news to the village.
Flies carry germs (40E).
2. carry on #k% (coutinue; keep going):
He carried on the task left by his comrades,
In spite of the many difficulties; he carried on the work to a
victorious end. ‘
3. car-n;r out 47 W47 (do a thing or get it done; fulfil):
to carry out a task, an order, a plan, a policy, a promise, a
threat, somebody’s advice, etc.

SCATTER
scatter v.r.
1. ##, % (throw here and there):
The wind scattered the ieaves.
2. BBk {separate and drive in different directions):
The police tried in vain to scatter the angry crowds who had
gathered before the embassy.
scatter v.7. JU#¢ (go in several directions):
The birds scattered at the firing of the gun.

LIGHT
light v.t.



1. g (Gl with light):

The stage was brightly lit.

moonlit streets; a lamp-lit city.

BOAT); H(K) (give fire to):

10 light a fire, a lamp, a cigarette, a stove, etc.

3. fiEet (make bright or cheerful):

The good news lit up her face.

light v/ st#2 s Fa 2% (become light or cheerful):
The sky lighted up at sunrise.
Her face lit up when she heard the news,

(5]

PHONETICS EXERCISES

1. #Hik (Emphasis for Contrast). )

RNBIELNE, RTLAEBHTESRIEED—-HAN 2
B, VB A TR M A G R R BRI

Flgm, AT B~ &S EEnS—FEBBRAM L, Xt
SEHNFEXAE. mBXNARERREIEN, EEHEL FE
REEN, BERBEE, CHE-TRASNEROKET, 9 7R
AR ERN RS, REELREES, XHEE, Ay "HRE
%,

W T never said that.” —47, #M—EBMFILE (ai ‘nova
sed ‘B@t]; {BinR “I" WmeoAERRA (BRBIAR It was somebody
else who said it), MIRAR ['ai neva sed ‘B=t]. Wiifmigzt “that”
P4 TI3518 (AEWAY I may have said other things), W&k
[ai 'neva sed ''3et].

2. Read each of the following sentences in iwo ways: a) normal, b)
with stress:
1) a) 'Sometimes 'even 'gendarmes 'use their 'heads.
b) 'Sometimes even "'gendarmes use their 'heads.
2) «) 'Therefore '‘Pavel must have 'been the 'man.
b} Therefore ''Pavel must have 'been the 'man.
3 a) 'Give it to me. I'll 'do it.
b) 'Give it 1o ""me, "'I’ll do it.



4) a} 'You 'devils ought to 'search our 'heads, and 'mot our
'pockets. }
b) 'You 'devils ought to search our ‘'heads, and 'not our
 ''pockets.
5 a) You might 'let me 'through.
b) You might let ""me through.
. Practise and memorize the following:
fi 'keri(d) ¥a ‘liflits 'regjuloli t> Ba ‘fa()tri, / 'lukiy apon
"Sis_=z_(hp “djusti. // fi *fel(t) Ji waz 'durig sombig im'po:ta(t)
fa B2 ‘pirpl, [/ fo B 'mju: Vlaif. ;) fi_(hpd 'neva fel(t) -
Tat ‘eniwan ‘nixdid _(h)e, / bat 'nau fi ‘so: Bat 'meni pi:pl ‘did.
/] &n(d) Sis waz_> 'nju: an(d) 'pleznt ,revaleifon. [/

PELTT I RESUPY PY PY PEVEVEREREIY JTPIVE RS B 2 P L T UL I

=

,_% PROVERBS 6
g bood to begin well, better to end well. b.
H The first step is as good as half over. }é
§ The beginnings of all things are small. E

-

L R ol i R ey 2l oy pl i e py i g 3 mmmmmmmmmm:"'

GRAMMAR EXERCISES

1. Word-building. -
Period-Periodic, Note that with the addition of -ir, the’
stress is shifted () to the syllable immediately preceding
(#5222 h) the suffix, Thus: 'period — peri'odic.
Read the fo[!owfng' aloud:

hero — heroic history — historic
economy — economic atom — atomic

patriot — patriotic democracy — democratic
Milton — Miltonic Byron — Byronic

. Note the absence of the definite article in the phrase in jail
Jail here denotes a state (= imprisonment [Q#%) rather than the
acfual place. Make a list of similar phrases, e.g. at home, in bed.

9



3. Add a sentence to each of the following, wusing “must have been”

10

ar

“must have done”. E.g.
It couldn't have been John_ that he saw. It must have been

Harry,

b

2

—

3

Paard

4)
)

6

—

7

D

2)
3

4)

3)

6)

You look tired. You must have stayed up late last night.
They staried off quite early this moming. ({EfIRfE—TLE
BT ]

They look sun-burnt all over. (fffi—EELRHELT-4IEHE
R

Did it really take you a whele year to finish the book? (ik#
g XKL _

He knew a lot about medicine and had actually cured a peasant
boy who was seriously ill. ({pidZ—FHiiE%.)
Where's my dictionary? Let me see. (R—zZiRESfEBE
BT .
The comradss have just arrived. They look very tired. (fifi1—
EET REHBE)
The cocks were beginning to crow when I went to bed. (it
—ECBREKHEREELET)

EXERCISES TO THE TEXT

. Answer the following questions:

What do you know about the author of the story, and about
his “Mother™”?

Why was Yegor's coat collar turned up and his cap pulled low?
Why was it so important that the leaflets should not stop
appearing at the factory?

What do you think gave Mother the courage to face the
gendarmes?

How were the workmen to know that the pedlar selling hot
noodles was a comrade of theirs?

What made the bosses look so worried?

Explain the following:

1)

A pediar is a person whe ...

. 2) A gendarme is a soldier who ..,



3) A boss in this story is a person who ...
4) A food basket is a basket in which ...
. Explain briefly what you understand by the following:
1) T'll take dinners to sell at the factory. I'll manage. (I think
Ican ..)
2) Anyone who chooses the path he has chosen is sure to have
periodic holidays in jail. (Anyone who fights for ...)
3) Mother dismissed the idea with a wave of her hand. (Mother
didn’t like the idea because ...)
4) You might let me through. (You ought to see ...)
5) You devils should search our heads, not our pockets. (It is in
our heads that ...) :
6) The workman's face lit up. (He was overjoyed because ...)
7) Mother carried the leaflets regularly to the factory, looking
upon this as her dury. (She took it to be ...)
8) This was a new and pleasant revelation. (The revelation was
new because ..., and pleasant because ...) '
. Give the gist of the story in about two hundred words using, if
possible, the following expressions:
to be put in jail, to distribute leaflets, to wuse ... against,
to carry on the work, to give the watchword, to look
uposn ... as a duty ) '
.. Tell a story about underground work during the Chinese Revolution.
. Translate the following:
D) R REENE, xR TUEXFFRBELFEN,
2) R TH—A NSRS E (book report)?
3) WikHBLHE ditches)$iT.
8 BEBMEFREE T2y Glank), WEK ELELS,
5) WA 4 R BB B LR T, Loy umL
6) MArFAET AhitTEETIE (propaganda), :
Ty ERB/IEZDE, IEMHT (seed) BEHRE,
8) fEENM, RELATHIEL L AW R L,
9) |MEW_THERAIT (spotlight) MAEER.
10) XFATREES (zas) {EABEHN.
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Lesson Two

TEXT Search for Ancestor
GRAMMAR Modal Verbs
WORD STUDY  search, describe, point, occur

TEXT
SEARCH FOR ANCESTGR

I grew up in a little town called Henning, Tennessee, in the home
of my maternal grandmother. Every summer she had visitors come
to our home. They would be women of the family—nieces, aunts,
cousins. In the evening they sat on the front porch in rocking chairs
talking late into the night. Tt seemed they talked about things that
had hapipened to the family a very long time ago, and they went
back and back and back. At the farthest end was someone they
described as‘the African’, called'Kin»tay. I listened fascinated—any
child would.

This African, so I made out, had been brought on a ship to a
place they pronounced as ‘Napalis’. He had been bought off that
ship by one John Waller, who had a plantation in Spotsylvania
County, Virginia. '

The African kept trying to escape—which in those days was
to attempt the impossible—and each time he was caught and brought
back. The first three times he was given a savage beating. The
fourth time he fell into the hands of a professional slave-catcher, who
promptly had the man’s foot cut off with an axe against a tree stump,
It was a hideous act, but it helped the African to stay put on one
plantation, since no calculating planter would care to part with a
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