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UNIT 1B ‘THE CONJUROR’S REVENGF

COMPREHENSION

Listen to the conversation about the story called ‘The Conjuror’s Revenge’. DO NOT
attempt to answer any of the questions below yet.
ExeRCISE L1 INTENSIVE LISTENING
The conversation is repeated on your tape. This time there will be pauses in the conversa-
tion; answer the questions which are printed below.
Look at this example:
Example:

Well, how (did) (you) like that story?
(Note that in questions like this, where you have to supply the missing words, the linc
on which you write your answer is a long continuous dotted one. You may have to write
one, two or more words on it. In questions like number 2 below you should place a
tick ( v) before the correct answer.)
Each time you hear the signal, stop your tape recorder and answer tne question. When
you start your tape recorder again you will hear the correct answer.
Begin the exercise. )

—

. Complete: ‘Oh, it was very amusing. Leacock’s a clever writer, ....................... r

2. ‘He was primarily a mathematician” here means:
(a) he was a famous mathematician.
(b) he was the first or best mathematician in the country.
{(¢) his main work was mathematics.

3. ‘to go hand in hand’ here means:
(a} to follow one another.
(b) to go together.
(c) to be similar.

4. What was the last word you heard? ......................l

5. Complete: “Well, I .ooovveiiiiiiiinnnnn, help sympathizing with the conjuror.”

6. ‘You couldn’t very well sympathize with ..." ‘very well’ means here:
(@) [t would be strange if you sympathized with . ..
() You couldn’t sympathize very much with . . .
(¢) 1t wouldn't be right to sympathize with . ..

[}

7. ‘In spite of the fact . . .’ here means:
(a) because, out of prejudice.
(b) although.
(c) for the sake of argument.

8. 'should be taken down a peg or two' means here:
(a) should be made to admit their feebleness.
(b) should be made to look foolish.
(c) should be helped down from the stage.

1
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9. Complete: ‘Because [ .............cooiiiininiis the o the author
calls the Quick Man was basically right.’

10. “literally’ here means:
(a) truthfully,
(b) presumably.
(c) actually.

11. “pretty’ here means:
(a) fairly.
(&) nicely.
(c) delightfully.

12. Complete: ‘Oh, I suppose ..co.oooeeieiivinnicnnnn A WRY YOU oot
call oo mystifying.’

13. Complete: ‘I can understand ... feeling puzzled oo,
amused.’

14. What were the last two words you heard? ...

15. The implication of the words ‘so many” here is:
(a) a large number.
(b) a specified number.
(¢) an unspecified number.
16. ‘paller’ here means:
(a) clapping of the hands.
() fast talk,
(¢) tapping of the feet.

17. Complete: *, . . these trick «.ooooovviviiiiininnnnn. and things, .....ccoovviieinenniincniinne 7

18. Complete: ‘I suppose you mean producing cards .......occoiinniininee air and
that sort of thing?

19. Ted believes that there are two groups of tricks done by conjurors. One is a group
of tricks performed by smooth hand movemeuts. These he thinks are a

20. ‘just about’ here implics that:
(a) it is my favourite form of entertainment.
(b) it is one kind of entertainment I like.
{¢) it is nearly my favourite form of entertainment.

21. Complete: ‘Which ..o, Shows you ..o
perverse some people can be.’



UNIT 1B VARIETIES OF SPOKEN ENGLISH

“Exercise 2: GENERAL COMPREHENSION
Listen again to the conversation. ‘Answer these questions by putting a tick ( /) in front
of the correct word, phrase or sentence. ‘“Ted’ is the first speaker, and *Bill’ the second.
1. In general Bill (a) fikes (b) dislikes conjurors.
2. He was, (a) therefore, (b) however, glad that the Quick Man was made to look
foolish by the conjuror.
3. (a) Because of this, (b} In spite of this, Bill thought that the Quick Man was basic_ally
right.
4. Bill (a) thinks (b) does not think that conjurors use crude methods to obtain their
effects.
5. He (a) readily admits (b) reluctantly admits that conjurors’ tricks are mystifying.
6. (a) Nevertheless (b) Consequently he feels cheated when he sees a conjuror performing,

7. Bill objects to the use of specially-constructed gadgets (a) by conjurors who have
invented them. (b) by conjurors who have not invented them.

8. (a) He also objects to the kind of things that conjurors say while they are performing
their tricks. (b) He also objects to the kind of tapping noises that conjurors
make,

9. He (a) denies (b) does not deny that some tricks require several years’ practice . . .

10. (a) even so (b) and that is why he does not like that kind of trick either;. ..

11. .. . he does not like them because (¢) he thinks they are boring, (b) he thinks they
are a fraud.

12. The kind of light entertainment that Bill likes best is (@) a comedian who spoils his
own tricks. (b) a comedian who spoils another person’s tricks.

13. Ted thinks that (4) Bill is perverse. (b) a certain kind of conjuror is perverse.
14. 1t is (a) surprising (b) not surprising that Bill found the story amusing,

UNIT IC

DRILLS

EXERCISE ]
These sentences are recorded on your tape. Listen to them.

There’s a BLACKbird in the garden.

There’s a BLACK BIRD in the garden.
In the first sentence the word BLACKbird has only one stress and it falls on the first
syllable. A BLACKDird is a kind of bird, like a sparrow or a seagult.
In the second sentence the words BLACK BIRD arc both stressed. A BLACK BIRD is
a bird which is black. If you did not hear the difference clearly, rewind your tape and listen
to the examples again.
Words like BLACKbird are called compound words, but some compound words are not
written as single words. Some are written in three ways. Here is an example of the spelling
of one of these words:

teatime

tea-time

tea time
(The word is always pronounced with a stress on the first syllable.)

3
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In this exercise questions are recorded on the tape. Answer these questions by reading
aloud the sentences printed below. Be careful where you place the stresses in the under-
lined words. Some of these are compound words and some are not.
This example is recorded on your tape. Listen to it.

Model: What was the name of the story?

Student : Tt was the Conjuror’s Revenge.

Model: 1t was the Conjuror’s Revenge.

Student: 1t was the Conjuror’s Revenge.

Now you do the same.

i. It was The Conjuror’s Revenge.
. He took a goldtish out of the bowl.
. Hehad a E;Iqul_g on it,

. Yes, he had a doll'’s cradle, a'guinca-pig, a fifty-cent piece and a rocking-chair.
. No, I said a E)iing-chair.

. It was a famous Japanese trick.
. To punish the Quick Man. B
. He smashed his gold watch.

. He hit it with a sledge-hammer.

. He jumped on ti):Quick Man’s silk hat.
11. No, but | can do the match-trick.

O e NI AN b AW N

oS

EXERCISE 2
The aim of this exercise is to form nouns from verbs and to pronounce the noun with the
correct stress. This example is recorded on your tape. Listen to it.

Model: He suggests we take the car.

Student: 1 approve of his suggestion.
The verb suggests, which was used in the first sentence, provides us with the noun
suggestion, used in the second sentence. All the sentences in this exercise have the same
pattern. The table printed below will help you to remember it. '

1 (suggest)
(intend)
(revise)
his | (compose)
(decide)
(react)
(intervene)
(describe)
the (reduce)
¢ (invite)
(recognizc)
(subscribe)

1 approve of

4
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Exercist 3: REPETITION
1 thifik conjurors should be taken down a peg or two,
because the chap the author calls the Quick Man was right.
I'm not saying the conjuror literally had all those things up his sleeve;
you know, the goldfish in the bowl, all those eggs, the rocking-chair and soon . . .
but what is true is that most conjurors depend on equally crude methods,
and because of this I always feel cheated when I watch a conjuror.
1 feel cheated because what P'm really secing is the manipulation of gadgets. . .
specially constructed boxes, tables, cages and so on.

50



UNIT 2B LANGUAGE

COMPREHENSION

Listen to the conversation about language. DO NOT attempt to answer any of the questions
betow yet.
Exkrcise 1: INTENSIVE LISTENING (sce the instructions for Unit 1B, page 1)

1. Complete: Some ....oovrveniiiinninnnnn. are terribly ... in the

2. What was the last word you heard? ...
3. Rewrite ‘I ain't never seen nothink like it’ in standard English.

4. Complete: “Ohno, I ... mean that ... thing
at all’

5. “Let me see’ here means:
(a) Let me explain,
() Let me think.
(c) Let me look at my notes.

€. ‘giving me a lift in his car’ here means:
{a) helping me to carry something in his car.
(b) taking me to a place 1 want to go to in his car.
() giving me a ride in his car.

7. Complete: “Where are you .....cooevieracnirnninarens, P WhY s he

just say “Where are you ..... et teraaaae ”

8. ‘bothers you’ here means:
(a) is hurting you.
(b) is getting in your way.
(c) you are concerned about.

9. Complete: ‘Why dotheysay ......ooooiinvininnne when they mean ... 7
10. Complete: *“Why do they say “different ..o, * when they should
say “different ..., ”?
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1.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

21.

22.

Complete: ‘Why do they say “.............coe to” when they should say

‘Rather odd’ here means:
(a) rather strange.
(b) rather out of place.
(¢) not matched.

Complete: ‘But it ..o, COLTECt 10 PUY .eoviiiennnniieniianes

PrEPOSItION at «ocevveiviiiiiiiiiiaiiinns end.’

Another expression for “After all” here would be:
(a) At the end.
(b) Everyone knows.
(¢) On top of everything.
Complete: ‘In English the word “preposition™ simply identifies a certain group of

.............................. WhICh Lo OT
stand “before something” as you say.’

Complete: ‘They'd write *“That ......ooovvviininniiiinnenn. enough ...

US cuvereremreneiernnnarenianes consider” or “That is enough to occupy our
attention for some time.”’
‘mixed up’ here means:
(a) upside down.
(b) confused.
(c) beside the point.

. ‘For a moment” here means:

(a) at all.
(b) for the present time.
(c¢) for the sake of argument.
‘twisted it’ here means:
(a) misrepresented it.
(b) entangled it.
{c) changed it.
What does the expression ‘going to the dogs’ mean here?
(a) becoming brutalized.
(b) being neglected.
(¢) changing its character for the worse.

7
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23.

24.

25.

Comph:te: TVE e | £« T PO now, to

.............................. my hair cut.’

‘“There you go again’ here means:
(a) you're doing the same thing again.
(b) you're going to the barber’s again.
(¢) I've caught you again.

Complete: ‘Surely you mean l“Away ................................. what are you

Exercise 2:  GENERAL COMPREHENSION
Listen again to the conversation. Answer these questions by putting a tick (v ) in front of
the correct word, phrase or sentence.

1.

Bill and Ted are discussing (a) only the way some people speak. (b) both the way
some people speak and the way they write.

. ‘L ain't never seen nothink like it’ is (a) a good example of how a badly-educated

person speaks. (b) a good example of the careless way in which an educated
person speaks.

3. So this sentence suggested by Ted (a) is (b) is no! a good example of what Bill means.

4. Bill gives Ted an example of what he considers iv- he careless speech, (@) but Ted

12.

. Bill supports his argument by saying how good writers

does not at first see the point. () and Ted smmediately sees the point.

. Bill's objection to the use of fo in the question “Wiicr 2 are you going to?” (a) bothers

and confuses Ted. (b) shows Ted cvautly o) o B dislikes.

. Bill's examples of careless speech rofer (3 entiely o bad grammar and the wrong

mar, oo pronunciation and to the wrong use

o bad orenunciation,

use of words. (b) to bad grar
of words. (c) only to bad gz:.

il

. Ted stops Bill and immediately () quotes another “error’, (b) commits another

‘error’.

. In the discussion which follows ci this “crras™ 7 () ncceprs (B) rrjects Bill's

definition of a preposition . . .
. and Bill (@) accepts (b) rejevts Ted's stewen oo 190 he could not suy “That’s
enough on with which to be going.”
would avoid the difficulty.
t he says (q) is relevant 10

Ted (a) agrees (b) disagrees with siii becaus
the discussion. (b) Is not relevant t¢ i div

. Ted (a) answers (b) does not ansver Bili's accusation that he is doing nothing to

stop the language from detoione

At the end of the argument (a) Ted causes Bill to fall into a trap. (b) Biil falls into a
trap of his own making.
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“UNIT 2C

DRILLS
EXERCISE ]
The question of when to use the words who and whom is one which causes some difficulty.
In speech English people usually try to avoid the word whom, which tends to sound very
formal. In this exercise you will hear a number of sentences in which the word whom
is used after a preposition, and you must change these to a less formal style, in which the
preposition is transferred to the end of the sentence, and whom is altered to who. In some
cases the word which follows the preposition is a different question word (i.e. what or
which); in these sentences you must make a similar change, but the words what and
which remain unaltered, of course.

Listen to the example.
Model: With whom do you live?
Student: Who do you live with?
Model: Who do you live with?
Student: Who do you live with?

Begin the exercise.
Exercise 1: PART L
Exercise 1: PART I1.

The next four items are rather different because the preposition is not used in your
response. That is, you must repeat the question as you hear it on the tape, but omitting
the preposition.

EXERCISE 2
This is an exercise in expressing the same idea in different ways. The following sentence
is recorded on your tape. Listen to it.

Model: Important as the meeting was, the professor was unable to attend.

The i)urposc of the exercise is to change this kind of sentence to more ordinary spoken
English. This can be done in at least two ways. First we can say:
Model: Although the meeting was important, the professor was unable to attend.

Or we can say:
Model: The meeting was important, but the professor was unable to attend.
We want you to change each sentence in both ways. Listen to the cxample.
Model: Important as the meeting was, the professor was unable to attend.
Student: Although the meeting was important, the professor was unable to attend.
Model: Although the meeting was important, the professor was unable to attend.
Student: The meeting was important but the professor was unable to attend,
Model: The meeting was important but the professor was unable to attend.
Begin the exercise. The first words of your responses are printed below.
1. Useful as the suggestion was, the committee was not able to accept it.
Although the suggestion . , ., ’
_The suggestion . . .
2. Difficult as it was to come to a decision, it was necessary to do so immediately.
Although it was difficult . . .
It was difficult . . .
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3. Valuable though the contract was, the board felt bound to refuse it.
Although the contract . . .
The contract . . .
4. Strange though the question seemed, it needed a full answer,
Although the question . . .
The question . . .
5. Interested though the committee was in the suggestion, they couldn’t spend more
time on it.
Although the committee was interested . . .
The committee was interested . . .

Exercise 3: REPETITION
Even so, our best writers don't put prepositions at the end of sentences.
If they can’t put them where they belong they rephrase the whole rhing.
I agree, they wouldn’t write ‘that’s enough on with which to be going'; .
but they wouldn’t write ‘that’s enough to be going on with’ either.
They’d write ‘that’s enough for us to consider’,
or ‘that’s enough to occupy our attention for some time’,



UNIT 3B CAMELS

COMPREHENSION

Listen to the conversation about camels.
Exercise 1@ INTENSIVE LISTENING

L

10.

‘We tend to think of it (the camel) as an animal with a personality, more than
pethaps any other . , .’
The speaker means:
We tend to think of the camel as an animal with a personality more than perhaps
(a) any other feature.
(b) any other animal.

. ‘obtuseness’ here means:

(aj stupidity.
(b) broadness.
(c) strong personality.

. ‘supercilious’ here means:

(a) a look which gives an impression of learning.
(b) intelligent.
(¢) superior.

. ‘perspicacity’ here means:

(a) long-sightedness.
(&) mental alertness or perceptiveness,
() an ability to be accurate.

. ‘bring it off” here means:

(a) take it off.
(b) succeed.
(c) throw it off.

. ‘To do you down’ here means:

(@) to do somcthing unpleasant to you.
(b) to sit on you.
(c) to knock you down.

. Complete: ‘I believe that the name “........cc.cco.oeonn...... S T WU ’

of abuse in countries of the Middle East which would tend to suppose . . .’

. Complete: ‘But then in this country “.......................... 188 e,

of abuse and we value the ....cooevvvvinriininninninnns,

. Complete: “There’re ..........ccevveeiininecnnn, of legends and stories about camels

and their powers of endurance, in fact, aren’t there . . .”

‘I think’ here means:
(a) I believe.
(b) 'm not certain that.
(¢) I am certain that.

i1
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11. Complete: ‘I think the camel has this; it’s always ... or

sheikdoms . . .

12. ‘a great status symbol means here:
(a) a large status symbol.
(&) a famous status symbol.
{c) an important status symbol,

13. ¢...and camel shows ...

This utterance
(@) refers to ‘camel shows’ (i.e. the same kind of shows as ‘flower shows").
(&) is the beginning of a longer utterance in which the speaker was going to say
‘the camel shows something’.

14. ‘sort of speed’ here means:
(a) the degree of speed, i.e. how fast.
(b) the form of speed, i.e. how it is produced.

15. Complete: “Well with that ..o leg it must be ooovevinnivinninens >

16. ‘any length of time” here means:
{(a) any time at all,
(b) a long time.
(c) any specific time,

17. Complete: “Oh there was ........oooooenieiianns aman there Who ..ooooviiinniiiciinninns
helped you up, eeoccverrciiiirioienan. , the way that you would help a child
on to a horse . . .

18. Complete: ‘AS ..vrivernesinimiinninsiiie is the difference .......ccvviiviiininniins cows
AN oo ’

19. Complete: ‘I think the front ..o down first.”

20. Complete: "Ob 1O Loocvriii you drive your motor-car

to the pyramids to within twenty feet of the base of the pyramids and the
camels are there, just as a tousist trap.”
21. by the half hour’ here means:
(a) at half-hour intervals.
(b) frequently.
(c) exactly on the hour and at thirty minutes after the hour.

22. Complete: “There .....oooceviviiininnnn IS veiereriieiii i the camel and

the rider soUnds «...oovvvvveninnimniiia trumpet when a plane arrives.’



