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THE SKETCHY BIOGRAPHY OF DATO (DR.) AW CHENG CHYE

The late Dato (Dr.) Aw Cheng Chye, whose ancestral native place was
Engteng, Fukien, was born in Rangoon, Burma on Ist January, 1924. In child-
hood he came to Singapore with his late father, Aw Boon Par and lale uncle,
Aw Boon Haw, and then was schooling here. In youth he pursued his further
studies in US.A. He was excellent both in character and learning and highly
admired by his teachers and friends. Having completed his educational course
in U.S.A. he returned to Singapore. He was appointed by his father and uncle
as Managing Director of Eng Aun Tong registered with Tiger Trade Mark and
its affiliated organizations. He was very successful in his business career. After
the death of his father and uncle, he succeeded to this big enterprise and made
a glorious development of it.

Dr. Aw observed his late father and uncle’s instructions and was Kkind-
hearted and sincere in dealing with people and things. Being enthusiastic for
public interests and brave in good deeds, he was benevolent towards the poor
and fond of philanthropy. He had been a foremost figure in the economic and
business circles and the communities of Singapore and Malaysia for more than
ten years. The important posts he held during his lifetime in the various big
enterprises and organizations are as follows: Chairman of Haw Par Brothers
International (Pte.) Co. Ltd., Chairman of Haw Par Brothers (Pte.) Co. Ltd.,
Chairman of Haw Par Brothers (Hong Kong) Co. Ltd., Chairman of Haw Par
Brothers (Thailand) Co. Ltd., Chairman of Haw Par Brothers (Taiwan) Co.
Ltd., Managing Director of Eng Aun Tong Medical Factory, Chairman of
Chung Khiaw Bank Co. Ltd., Chairman of Chung Klhiaw Finance Co. Ltd.,
Chairman of Rothmans of Pall Mall (Singapore) Ltd., Chairman of Yong Hong
Trading Co. Ltd.,, Chairman of For Tune Advertising (Pte.) Co. Ltd., Vice-
Chairman of the Public Assurance Co. Ltd.,, Vice-Chairman of the Public Life
Assurance Co. Ltd., Member of the Board of Directors of Robinson Co. Ltd.,
Member of the Board of Directors of Rothmans of Pall Mall (Malaysia) Ltd.,
Chairman of Lee Record Industries (Pte.) Ltd., Chairman of Union Ocean
Shipping (Pte.) Ltd., Chairman of Straits Central Agencies (Pte.) Ltd., etc,

As regards the social service, public interests and charity, Dr. Aw had
also made an enormous . contribution and held the following offices: Councillor
of Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce, Vice-President of Nanyang Khek
Community Guild, Hon. President of Nanyang Hwu Clan General Association,
Hon. President of Chinese Druggist Association, Hon. President of Singapore
Eng Teng Association, Chairman of the Council of Singapore Scout Association,
Vice-Chairman of Singapore Red Cross Society, Chairman of St. John Head-
quarter, Singapore, Hon. Chairman of Singapore Anti-tuberculosis Association,
Member of Nanyang University Council, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Trustees,
the Institute of South-East Asian Studies, Hon. Chairman of the National Safety
First Council, Singapore, Member of the Board of Trustees of Kreta Ayer People's
Theatre, Hon. Chairman of Singapore Photography Society, etc. Most of other
organizations and associations also deemed it an honour to have him act as a
sponsor or a guide. Dr. Aw was well known both in this country and abroad.
He was awarded a Singapore Public Service Silver Medal and the title of Senior
Dato of Johore, Malaysia. He was offered an honorary degree of L.L.D. by
the Farleigh Dickinson University, U.S.A. Dr. Aw toured the world to make an
industrial and commercial investigation in 1971. When he arrived at Santiago,
Chile, he had a sudden attack of apoplectic stroke and died there on 22nd,
August 1971, He left behind his wife Tay Chwee Sian (Dating Aw Cheng Chye),
three sons and a daughter, The cldest son, Aw Toke Soon was studying in the
Fairleigh Dickinson University, U.S.A., the second son, Aw Toke Ghee in Uni-
versity of Singapore, the third son, Aw Toke Ho in Anglo Chinese School and
the youngest daughter, Aw Ai Sim in Singapore Chinese Girls’ School. All his
children are outstanding students and have a good future in store.
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