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At the mgeting of the Council held on Wednesday, January 8, 1936, at 4,30 p.me

there are:=-

Present:
Messrs. He E. Arnhold (Chairman)
W. P. Lawbe (Vice-Chairman)
‘' J. We Carney
S. L. Hsu
E. Y. B. Klang
V. St. J. Killery
J. H. Liddell
H, Parter, CeM«Ge
T. Urabe
T, Yamamoto
Yu Ya Ching
The Treasurer & Controller
The Seoretary General, and
The Secretary.
Absent:
Messrs. C. S. Franklin

W. Gocksone

The Minutes of the meeting held on December 23, 1935, are confirmed and

Fo

signed by the Chairmen.
Council - Chinese Members and Committee Men., - A letter from Mr., Chen

Chieh dated January 4 is submitted, in which he tenders his resigna-

"tion from the Council owing to his recent appointment as Administrative

* Vice-Minister of Forelgn Affeirs to the National Government. At the

Gdgnoil meeting held on December 23, 1935, when a resolution was passed
cdngratulating Mr. Chen Chieh on the appointment, the Chairman observed
that he feared this would. involve his resignation from the Council. He
suggested, in anticipation of this, that Chinese Members should confer
together to deoclde whether they wished to suggest anyone else, and if

so whom, to £411 the probable vacanoys

A letter dated December 27, 1935 1s now submitted from the
Chinese Ratepayers' Association, saying that they have eleoted Mr.Yulin
Hsi (Hsi Yu-shu) to teke Mr. Chen Chieh's place on the Council, and
Mr. Fo S. Hsu (Hsu Hsiao-ts'n) to replade Mr. Yulin Hsi as a member
of Committees. Mr. Hsi 1s Manager of the Shenghai Commercial & Savings
Bank, 50 Ningpo Road, and Mr. Hsu the Manager of the Great Eastern
Dispensary in Peking Road. The Chinese llembers br Council heve also
submitted a separate letter, advising the Council of this action and
their concurrence in it.

The Chairman observes that he thinks there has been some

misunderstanding as to the correot procedure in this matter. In the
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case of a vacanoy ocourring during the Counall's term of ofrioe,'the
power to fill up the vacancy rests with the Council in accordance with
Land Regulation XX, It is therefore only possible for Chinese members
to submit a recammendation, which must be considered by the Council as
a vhole, and no power is vested in them directly or in any other body
to elect a member of Coﬁnoil tb £111 the vaocancy without a majority
vote of the Council,

As regards tﬁe appointment of a Committee member, he explains
that the Standing Orders provide.that all vacancies shail be filled by
the Council on tﬁe ﬁomination of the Chairman. He personally tﬁinks no
useful purpose would be served by appointing & new member so near the
end of the Council's year; when a large proportion of the work will
concern yearly estimates based on considerations of which he camnot
possibly have any knowledge.

Mr, Siﬁgloh Hsu says that he believes there is a précedent
for the aotion taken by Chinese Members, in that an eleotion to fill a
vacancy was carried -out some years ago through the Chinese Ratepayers!
Assooiation, aﬁd their nominee Mr. T, D. Woo duly became a member of A
Council, The Chaiman replies that if this is the case 1t was against
the rules of procedure and should not be repeated: he also doubts
whether the Consular Body would permit such an infringement of the Land
Regulations. The Seoretary Generel points out that in thé case cited
by Mr. Singloh Hsu a bare acknowledgement only was sent to the Chinese
Ratepayers' Association., The suggested nominee was approved, but only
after the matter had been considered by the Council as a whole. The
Chairman also recalls a letter written to the Senior Consul in Jemuary
1927, wherein it 1s laid down that the rights and duties of Chinese
members as regards election are the seame as those of foreign members,
who can only be co-~opted by the will of the Council as a whole., In
answer to a question by Mr. Porter, he says that there is nothing‘to
prevent foreign members nominating a Chinese candidate for membership
if they wish; ; but that this is usually left to Chinese members as a
matter of courtesy, in view of their greater opportunities of judging
who would be acceptable to the Chinese community at large.

Mr. Singloh Hsu says that the Chinese members have no desire
to ocreate a difficult position for the Council. After the explanation
which has been given, they are glad to adhere to the procedure laid
down in the Land Regulations. He therefore proposes that Mr. Yulin
Hsi's neme be submitted to the Council for consideration, in connection
with the vacancy arising in membership through the resignation of Mr.
Chen Cﬁieh. The Cﬁairman seconds the proposal, which is carried

unanimously.
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As regards the election of a Committee member, the Cheirman

says that although he oons iders it unnecessary, for the reasons already

given, he does not wish to press the point, and after Mr. Singloh Hsu's

assurance that Chinese Members would appreciate the appointment and a
remark im support by Mr. Lembe, he nominates Mr. F. S. Hsu to take Mr.

Yulin Hsit's place on certain Commit tees of the Council. The proposal

is carried unanimously.
The Secretary observes, in reply to questions, that it will be

convenientiif Mr. F. S. Hsu takes over menbership of the Traffic eand

Health Committees, leaving the Finance, Staff and Watch Committees end

the Education Board to Mr. Yulin Hsi.
It is accordingly
RESOLVED .
(1) that Mr. Yulin Hsi; of the Shanghal Commercial & Savings Bank, '
" be co-opted for the remainder of the Counocil year to Membership

of the Council and of the Finance Committee and Education Beard,
to f£ill the vacancy ocaused by Mr. Chen Chieh's resignation.

(2) that Mr. F, S, Hsu, Maneger of the Great Eastern Dispensary,
. . be co-opted to serve on the Health end Traffic Committees of
the Council. ’

Municipal Compradore - Mr. Pon Ming Fan. = The Chairman states that the

‘\ﬁ";“s‘ Treasurer & Controller has drawn the Council's attention to the fact

|
|

The meeting terminates at 5 Pem.

that Mr. Pon Ming Fan, the Municipal Compradore, will complete fifty
years' service on January 10, next, and recommended that in view of pis
long and faithful servioce an expression of the Council's appreciation
be conveyed to him in the form of some sui table momento. Members
unanimously concur with this recomuendation, and it 1is
. RESOLVED that a sultable piece of plate be presented by
the Chairman of the Council to Mr. Pon Ming Fen, the Munioipal
Compradore, as an expression of the Council's appreciation of his

fifty years of liong and faithful service.

g

Secretarye.
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At the meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, Jenuary 22, 1936, at 4.30 p.m.
| there are:= '
' ) Presenty
Messrs. H. E, Arnhold (Chairman)
' W. P, Lembe (Vice-Chairman)
Je We (':u'ney—
¥. Gocksen
Yulin Hsi
S, L. Hsu
V. St. J. Killery
E. Y. B, Kiang
J. H. Liddell
He Porter, C.M.G.

T. Urabe
T. Yamemote
| . Yu Ya Ching
' The Treasurer & Controller
/ Tho Cheirmen of the Ricsha Board
The Secretary General
The Secretary, lﬁd
Dr. Jo Co Hoe Wue
Absent: )
'~ Mr. C. S, Framklin. )
Council Membership, = The Cheirmen, on behalf of all members, welcames Mr.,
! ‘;” Yulin Hsi to the vaocant position on the Council caused by the resigna-
tion of Mr, Chen Chieh.
The Minutes of the meeting held on January 8 are confirmed and signed by
the Chairmen. ' '

AI.%W(/ Munioipal Cémpradore - Mr. Pon Ming Fan., = Arising out of these Minutes,

the Chairman inferms members that he Apropoaes tp make the presentation

te Mr. Pen Ming Fan at the next meeting of the Counoil, ‘

i
| The Minutes of the Orchestra & Band Committee held on January 17 are submitted
T ;

|

and cenfirmeds - ; .
Death of Mr., A, S, P, White-Cooper., » The Chairman 1ntom_,}s members that he

M']’ .has addressed a letter of condelence te Mre Re Fe Cs Master, of Mesars.

. Platt, White-Cooper & Co., en the death of Mr, White-Cooper, request-

: ing that an expressien of the Council's sympathy be transmitted te
~ Mr. White-Cooper's family,

| ,Election ef Ceunoil and Annual Meeting of Ratepayers. - It is necessary under

Fifie ‘;' the Land Regulations that dates be saggested te the Conailar Body feor
the hoou.n of Council and the Annual Meeting of Ratepayers. Censi-
derations governing the sadlection of such dates are (1) the formerly

expressed desire of the Council to shorten the interval betweem th’?
twe events, and (2) the practicability of the Treasureri& Ceatreller
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T~ ..beimg able te produce his accounts at least ten days before the Annual '
Meeting, as laid down in the Land Regulatiens, allowing for the intere
| ruption to work due to the Easter Helidays. The Eleotion dates now
i suggested are Monday and Tuesday, March 23 and 24, end Wednesday, April
; 15 is proposed for the Annual Meeting. It is alse reccumended that the
i Grand Theatre be used for the Annual llaeﬁng, ir u’aucblo,‘ as was dene
] in 1935, decision as to the hour of commeneement being deferred until a
later meeting of the Couneil. .
‘Members unanimously agree with these preposals, and it is
RESOLVED
(a) that Monday end Tuesday, March 23 and 24 be suggested te the
" " Censular Body as suitable dates for the Electien of Ceuncile
(b) that it be preposed te the Consilar Body that the Annual Meeting
" er Ratepayers be held on Wedne sday April 15 in the ‘Grend Theatre,
if available, the hour/oomenoamont te be decided at a later

) meeting of the Council.
Co-option of Member of Health Committees
Fgi' g, L. Mavsh, motifying his departure fer England en Jamuery 21 ed his
: o'xpiot'o,l Teturn te Shanghai im October mext. This departure has
necessitated his re;isnution from the Health Oénmittoo, whioch he has
submitted,

Dre. Marsh has suggested that Dr. J. E. Murray, of his firm,
succeeds to his seat during his ;blonoe; if this meets with the Ceuncil's

= A letter has been reseived frem Dre

sppreval.
Members sgree, and it is unanimously

RESOLVED that Dre. J. Es Murray be ce=opted te serve as &

member of the Health Cemmittee during the sbsense of Dr.E.L.Marsh.
Printing of Annual Report. = The Seeretary reports that the Chinese Ratepayers'
"f;‘ Asseciation have jupphied for 8,200 oepies of the Annual Report for 1938,
N ‘/’5 te be distributed by the Asscoiation, . The cost of producticn 1s estimat-

ed at 'onr $12,000, and of dh‘tribution'n $500, payeble by the Couneil.

‘ I.ut year 5,000 copies of the Anmual Roport in Chinese were preduoced.
For many years it hnl been the practise to print emly 1,500

ocoples of the Annual Report in English; this number has been ample te
lupﬁly all ratiwors who have asksd té a oopy, besides allowing an
adequate number t'o be sent to other authorities and to libraries in China
and abroad, and having e small reserve in hand.

i‘ho bulk of the Annuel Repart, with the excep tion of the full

rim_oiil statement, is given to the press, both Chinese and foreign, and
published befere the Annual Meeting; the full finencial statement is alse
sent te the press, but while not publil.hd in extenso it is summarised

j and forms the subjeot eof comment and disoussion.
)
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A notice is issued each year that ocopies of the A.nnual Report
in English are available on application to the Secretary or to the Revemue
Orfice, ‘

' Frem exﬁerienoe in the mst the Seoretary considers it obvious
that undue waste is entailed by the distribution of free copies of an ex-
bensive i‘eport and that it would be no injustice to ask those who were
interested te apply fer a free eopy. He suggests that, in order te save

- meney on printing and distribution, 1,500 copies of the Annual Report te
preduced in English and 2,000 in Chinese, and that they be available free
on epplicatien,

Mr. Kiang asks whether the power of distributing Chinese ocopies
of the Report cannot be delegated to the Chinese Ratepayers' Associatien,
The Secretary replies that in his view it is immaterial Iho-aotudly
earries out the distribution, sc long as copies are only sent to people who
are really interested, A sertain propartion oould be handed to the Asse-
olatien for distribution, but = margin must be held by the Counoil to ful-

' il the needs of ratepayers who may apply direot for their oopies, If
only 2,000 Chinese ooples are printed, the type could be held, ir doiirod,
for a few weeks, in order to deal Wwith any unexpected demand which might
arise. The Chairman suggests that the Assooiation might circularise its
members that coples of the report oan be supplied free on demand. Mr.Hsu,
homever, asks that the Report be sent to all Chinese Ratepayers, whether

they ask for it or not, .

' Discussion énsues, and finally a compromise is suggested by u.é.
Killery between the Secretary's recommendatiorn and the Chinese Ratepayers!
hsooiation's request. He suégeata that 4,000 copies of the Report be
printed in éhineae, 3,000 being for distribution and 1,000 to be kept in
hend; and that the suggested quantity of 1,500 ®piles in English be appreved.

' It is thereupen
' RESOLVED that 1,500 edpies of the Aunual Report be printed
in English and 4,000 in Chinese, and that the Chinese Ratepayers!'
Association be requested to inform Chinese ratepayers that oopieé of
the Report may be obtained by individual application,
Rental Charge for Ricshas, - The recommendation of the Riasha Special Cemmittee
/i‘((;’ held en January 20 that the authoiisod rental charge for public rioshas be
reduced to 67 cents rer day on and after April 1, 1936, is submitted for
members* oonslderation, in view of its being desired to give as iong
notice as possible of amy redustionm,
The Chaeirman of the Ricsha Board stated at the meeting of the
Committee t'\hat’tha 008t of a ricsha 1s between $80 and $85, and that
prior to any action by the Board owners were receiving an average of over

$14 prorit per month on each vehiocle. Their bresent profit he estimated

at about $10 (ar 123% per month), Under the present recommendation ‘the

profit pei' month would be redun;d to about $4. He pointed out fur ther

6
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that a monthly profit of even $4 on an $80 article is still allowing &
return of 60% per annum, whioch he contended was at least ndequate;

The Chairmen says that he personelly advocates further investi-

gation of the above rigures. before a deoision is taken in the matter. It

; is realized that rent reduction will undoubtedly invelve fierce opposition

f from the owners, and it is therefore very necessary that all relevent data

| should be adequately checked beforehande The Treasurer & Contreller observes
that though he has now been informed by the Chairman of the Riesha Board
that the average profits mentioned by him are net figures it was not at first
ultogethu: clear whether they were gross or net., He thinks that 1t is desir=
able to go into the question further. Mr. Lembe, as Chairman of the Ricsha
Speoial Committee, also favours deferment of a final resolution until the
next meeting. Mr, Carney asks whether the number of a iginal licensees among
the owners, i.e., those who have not bought transferred licenses at a pre-

mium, is available. Mr. Lambe says that the question of highly=-priced

!
l
\
] licences has not been overlooked, but in view of owners' previous exorbitant
) profits and the fact that they have now had two years' notice of the Ricsha
Board's poliocy of rent reduotion, it is proposed to make no distinotions in
this respeots

It is thereupon

" RESOLVED that consideration of a reduction in the authorised

rental charge ror.publio rioshas be deferred until the m xt meeting, to

i enable more detailed figures to be available for members' inspection.
Memorial Service for His late Majesty King George - Cle ing of Far eign Schools, -
M3 The Secretary informs members that at a meeting of the Education Board the
previous night (Jenuary 21) it was reocmmended "that if this aotion does not
confliet with that in other Departments of the éo\mon, all sochools for
foreign ohildren shall be ‘closed on the date of the King's Memorial Service,
in view of a large proportion of the staff, and ;# of the pupils, being 6r
British utionuity;" He saeys that the Minutes of the Education Board are
not being considered as a whole at this meeting, but this recsmmendation
requires an immediate decisien. As regards other Departments of the Council,
he suggests that the Municipal Offices be closed for public business during
the aotual hours of the Memorial Service, in order that British employees may
be able to attend, Members agree, and it is t;nanmoualy
. RESOLVED
(a) that in view of the large number of British pupils and teaoliera;
_ . the Muniocipel Schools for foreign childrem be olosed on Tuesday
Jenuary 28 p the date of the funeral service for His late Majoa%y,
King George Ve
(b) that during the hours of the Memorial Service on this date the

Muniocipal Offices be olosed for public business, but that they shall
be open as usual throughout the remainder of the day.
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|Telephone Tariff Revision.- Members are informed that a communication has now
"’;/‘ been received from the Frenoch Municipal Administration, notifying the
Counoil of their agreement with the revised tariffs propased by the special

Committee of Telephone Experts, and expressing their willingness that the
new tariffs shall take effeot as from March 1 next.

The meeting terminates at 5.25 pem.

i

Chairmen,

Seoretary.
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At the meetinz of the Counoil held on Wednesday, February 5, 1936, at 4,30 poms

there are:=-
Present:

Messrs., H, E. Arnhold (Chairmen)
W. P, Lambe (Vice-Chairman)
J. W, Carney '
C. S, Franklin
Yulin Hsi
Se L. Hsu
E. Y. B. Kiang
V. St. J. Killery
J. H. Liddell
H. Porter, C.M.G.
T. Urabe
T Yamamoto

The Treasurer & Controller

The Seoretary General, and

The Seoretary.

Absent:

Messrs, W. Gookson

Yu Ya Ching.
Municipal Compradore - Mr, Pon Ming Fan. - Mr. Pong Ming Fen is asked to

J{‘W attend the meeting, and the Chairmen presents him with an inscribed
olook as an erpreuiqn of the Council's sppreciation of his long and
faithful service during the last fifty years.

The Chairman observes that this presentation marks not only
Mr, Pon Ming Fan's fiftieth year of service, but a family assoolation
of over 75 years with the Council. He says that in 1886, in its
anmual report for that year, the Counoil recorded with regret the death
of Mr. Pon Yu Ming "who had been in the Munioipal employment for over
25 years, during whioh period he always performed his duties in a
most satisfactory menner"., .n consideration of the long service c;t
Mr, Pon Yu Ming, his eldest som, Mr, Pon Kuck Hien was givem the
appointment of Municipal Compradore. At the age of 71, Mr. Pon Kuck
Hien rTetired from the service in 1930, after falthful service over a
period of 48 years; and at the Counoil meeting of .'mnolll in that'year
he was presented \hith an engraved gold salver by the Chairmen of
Council, who referred in appreciative terms to the services rendered by
Mr., Pon Kuck Hien in the 1nteres1;s of the foreign and Chinese 'commygmities.

The Chairman explains that Mr. Pon Ming Fan, the present
recipient of the Council's congratulations on his Jjubilee enniversary,
is not retiring from the.service, and that there is every indication
that the conneotion of the family wifth the Municipel Compredore's work

will remaim unbroken for many more years to come. Im addition to
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Mre I:on Ming Fam there are in the Compradore's office Mr. Pon C. Kui,

son of Mr. Pon Kuck Hien, and Messrs, Pon S. Keey and Pon S. Sum, sons
of Mr. Pon Ming Fan. R ’

Though not so definitely traceable, it is understood that prior
to 1861 the position of Municipal Compradore was held by Mr. Pon Zen Seng,
also of the same femily, so that it is highly probable the position has
been held by the same family ever since the establishment of a Municipal
Council on the banks of the Whangpoo - a long, most honourable and most
plsasant association between one Chinese family end long lists of
different Councillors end Council Staffs, especially in the Finamce and
Revenue and Secretariat O0ffices.

After the congratulation of members Mr. Pon Ming Fan withdraws,.

The Minutes of the meeting held on January 22 are confirmed and Signed by’the

i

Chairman.
Rental Charge for Ricshas., - Arising out of these Minutes, the Secretary

states that, as instructed, the Ricsha Board has gone more fully into the
question, and is still awaiting oertain additional data from the Police,
It has, however, already been asosrtained that the figures originally
submitted did not take into eccount certain matefial facts, end that a
thorough investigation of the whole situation is desirable before a
definite resolution is made.

The Treasurer & Controller observes that he has submitted a
fur ther report on the matter, advocating deferment for the present of
any reduction '1n rental charges.

On the suggestion of the Chairman, members agree that the
question be referred back to the Speocial Ricsha Committee for necessary

aotion befare the next meeting of the Council.

The Minutes of the meetings of the Education Board held on January 21 and 28

1)y

are submitted and confirmed.
The Secretary mentions that a poimt of principle in relation to

Long Loave‘my require reference to the Staff Committee,

The Minutes of the meeting of the Library Committee held on January 29 are

submitted and confirmed.

The Minutes of the meeting of the Health Committee held on January 30 are

Crifno

submitted and confirmed.
Country and General Hospitals - Cesualty Service, ~ Arising out of these

Minutes, Mr, Carney seys that he would like to avoid possible misunder=-
standings on thié subject by explaining that the Hospital Governors
merely notified the Council of the Coroner's remarks, and did not voice
any opinion or make ény specific requests ihereox_z. He would also like
to point out that the original offer made by two firms of Dostors to
hold themselves available for ocasualty work when required was a

gratuitous one,

10
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Telephone Tariff. ~ Two letters received from the Telephone Company dated

‘ 117.
|
|

. ﬁﬁz Jenuary 29, 1936, and also a Schedule of Teriffs are submitted for
| members' information. In the first letter the Company conveys its for-
l mal acoeptance of the deoision of the two Councils, In the seand, the
Company points out that a few items of the Tariff were not covered in
the Experts' report., A statement attached to these two letters shows
the propoued changes in relation to each of such items, and should be
-read in conjunction with the printed Schedule of Tariffs, The Company
requests the Council's earliest possible approval to the oompleto
Schedule of Tariffs now submitted, The Treaswer & Controller's obser-
vations on the position are also snbmittéd. He notes that, suﬁject to
a negligible increase in revenue arising out of the amended charges for
extra mileage, the estimated net effect of the Compeny's proposals will
be to reduce i1ts revenue by some $7,950 annually. He hes exemined the
'schodule referred to by the Company, and recommends that }he Council's
approval be given thereto.

Mr. Kiang asks for informatlon as to the provisions covering
calls lasting more than five minutes, and is informed by the Secretary
i that the clause referred to has been inserted only in order to discour-

age abuses, No time reoordihg equipment is in use, or proposed to be

installed for the present., The Company would need to approach the

Council if and when they ever wished to put it into force. It is in

his opinion reasonable that the Compeny should discourage pefsons who
immobilise other supscribers' telephones by keeping them continuously
engaged for an undue length of time if order to avold paying message

oharges. ’ )

Mr., Kiang observes that he 1s opposed to the system of timing
telephone calls, and Mr, Hsu remarks that an o rator's intervention is
partiocularly undesirable on long distance calls, He ﬁersonally has had
'a connection broken and wasted & considerable time in an impar tant call

to Nanking through being interrupted by en operator, who asked. if he

required a further five minutes' conversution. The Secretary replies
that the Telephone Company's attention shall be drawn to the views
expressed by Mr. Hsu and Mr. Kieng.

) Mr, Carney questions the desirability of the clause in the
Regulations by which the Telephone Conpeny's decision is held to be
final in cases of'dispute'with subscribers, He thinks that the subscri-
bers should have a right of appeal. The Secretary agrees that the
clause mentioned.would be better omitted, and the Seoretary General
reinforces his remarks, observing, however, that in practice it might
be wise to leave it out eltogether and not to impose upon the Council
the duty of determining disputes. If the Council were specifically

mentioned as the arbiter in such matters there would be the danger

11
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of its becoming involved in every trivial dispute, whioch would cause
unnecessary waste of time. Members agree that the clause referred to
should be omitted, Members further point out that the term “"Chinese
Silver Dollars" should no longer be employed, and another meﬁherl desires
it to be made clear that the introduction of the Message Rate will not
inorease the cost of intercommunication calls,
It. is thereupon
RESOLVED that, subject to the observations detailed above,
the proposed Schedule of Revised Tariffs submitted by the Telephone
Company be approved, to take effect from March 1, 1936,

The meeting terminates at 5.25 p.m,

Chairman,

(A5

Secretary. =

12
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At the meeting of the Council held on Wednesdey, February 19, 1936, at 4,30 pema

there are:=-

Present:
Messrs. ‘He E. Arnhold (Chairmman)
W. P. Lembe (Vice-Chairman)
Je We Garney- ‘
Ce. Ss Franklin
W. Gockson
Yulin Hsi
Se L. Hsu
E. Y. Bs Klang
V. St. J. Killery
J. H. Liddell
H. Porter, C.M.G.
T. Urabe
T. Yameamoto
The Commissioner of Publioc Works
The Chairmen of the Ricsha Board
The Secretary General
The Treasurer & Controller, and
The Seoretary.
Absent:
Mr. Yu Ya Ching.

The Minutes of the meeting held on February 5 are confirmed and signed by the

Chairman.

The Minutes of the meeting of the Works Committee held on February ll ere sub-

mitted and confirmed,

The Minutes of the meeting of the Finemoe Committee held on February 12 are

J it

submitted end confirmed.

The Minutes of the meeting of the Watch Committee held on February 13 are sub-

mitted amd confirmed.

The Minutes of the meeting of the Ricsha Special Committee held on Februery 4

are submitted end confirmed, after discussion.

Air Conditioning of Council Chember. - In the Public Works Department Estimates

i

for 1936, which have been discussed by the Works Committee, there was
included an item of $16,000 to movide a system of air-conditioning for
the Council Chember. At the present time distracting noise fram outside
can only be eliminated by closing all the windows, which in the summer is
obviously undesirable., The Preasurer & Controller, while stating that he
d1d not wish to press the matter unduly, suggested that in view of the
present economic difficulties it would be an appropriate gesture for the
Council to deny itself this convenience. The Commissioner of Public

Works mentioned the possibility of the erection of a new Council Chamber

13
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on the roof of the Administration Building. This would, however, cost at
least $40,000., He stated that if 1t was decided to proceed with the air-
oconditioning an immediate decision must be taken if the work was to be
completed before the summer season. Several members spoke in favour of
the project, stating that if the windows are open much of the discussion
is inaudible. It was agreed to leave the item in the Budget and to raise
the matter speoifioally at the next meeting of the Finance Committee. At
the Finance Committee meeting, after a brief discussion, 1t was however
deciddd to make no recommendation on this matter, but to leave it to the
decision of the full Council.

The Chairman points out that the Council Chember has been in
use under éxiating conditions for a number of years, and in his opinion
it would therefore be reasonable for additional expenditure not to be
incurred in a year when the need for general economles was sd urgent as
at present.

Mr. Framklin believes that the noise from cers has been increas-
ing with ovory.year, and states that this is not merely a matter of com-
fort, which might wll be omitted from consideration, but of actual effi-
oienoy, in permitting members to follow discussions in the meetings.

Mr. Kieng supports the Treasurer & Controller's reocommendation
that the scheme be deferred.

In answer to questions, the Commissioner of Public Works states
that the sum of $16,000 would cover the oost\or the air conditioning
scheme only. If it were desired to take further precautions against
noise by rillihg in the front of the balcony outside, additional expendi-
ture would be involved, Mr, Lambe thereupon observes that this explana-
tion has caused him to modify his former views, since air oonditioning
alone may not prove wholly effective, and he now favours deferment of the
project.

A vote is then takem, and with one dissentient it is

? " RESOLVED that provision of a system of Air Conditionming
for the Counoli Cﬁambor, for whicﬁ an appropriation of $16,000 was
tentatively included in the preliminary Estimates for 1936 for the
Public VWorks Department, be deferred for the present.

Police Force - Organisation and Control. = Mr, Killery adverts to the recemt

ﬂﬁ7Qf trial of two members of the Police Force, in connection with the d leged

unlawful killing of a Chinese beggar. He asks, in view of some of the
evidence adduced at the triel, whether it would not be desirable to
request the Commissioner of Police to furnish a report on the system of
disciplinary control of stﬁrr in general, and conditions at Kashing
Road Siation in partiocular.

The Secretary says such a report has already been made, and

reads the Commissioner's remarks. These are to the effect that the
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