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Overview

This is the third edition of Intellectual Property Law which is built on the second edition by making
amendments and incorporating up-to-date information. Intellectual property right ( “IPR”) is pri-
vate proprietary right. Intellectual property law is part and parcel of the civil law. As a law sub-
ject, intellectual property is an essential branch of the civil law and at the same time a relatively
independent subject of law. It is hoped that this book will provide readers with a systematic study
on intellectual property and a general understanding of the subject in relation to civil law. Elabora-
tions on basic concepts, subject matters of protection, essential components, private proprietary
nature of rights, relation with the civil law and the social functions of intellectual property law are
encompassed in this book. By tying the knot with the legal system of our country, we hope to give
a comprehensive study on the principles and system of intellectual property in the division of Copy-
right Law, Patent Law, Trademark Law and Anti-Unfair Competition Law. While intellectual prop-
erty cannot be confined to national boundaries, suitable length is assigned to dealing with interna-
tional issues by briefly introducing international conventions and multi-national agreements and

protections provided by them on intellectual property.

Substantial and significant amendments have been made to the second edition, largely in the fol-
lowing areas. Emphasis has been made in the introduction chapter that intellectual property law is
of the nature of property law and belongs to the general law forming the basis of civil law, while at
the same time advocating that the same be built in the Chinese Civil Code. In the aspect of Copy-
right, the right to communicate on internet is added and rectification has been made to the mistak-
en belief that copyright could not form co-owned property between married couples. In the area of
Patent, results of efforts on research in the preparation of the third revision to the Patent Law have
been incorporated and rectification has been made to the mistaken view that “ putting the mark for
patent on a product or package” was the subject matter of patent right. Concerning Trademark,
elaboration on basic principles is reinforced and introduction on new legal provisions is added.
While the bit on public administration of trademark has been deleted, some controversial topics are
probed into at suitable length. Lastly, with Anti-Unfair Competition, those provisions not related to
intellectual property were scrapped and modifications are made putting forth only these which are
relevant in so far as intellectual property is concerned and due empbhasis is put on the elaboration of
the basic principles and structure thereof. Obviously in this book what has been preserved is the
tradition on treating the subject of intellectual property law with respect by applying due academic
research, scientific attitude, systematic approach and sustainable development, and due care and

attention have been exercised in incorporating the fruits of research achieved over the last five years
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in the post-revision era of the Patent Law, Copyright Law as well as the Trademark Law.

Intellectual Property Law provides good materials for core legal courses. It is also recommended as
textbook for high school legal studies. It is equally useful for other professional studies and as
reading materials to the general public.
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