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Usually known as the "source of rivers", Qinghai is situated in the northeast of Qing-Zang plateau, it's the rise of
Changjiang and Huanghe Rivers. Qinghai is a province inhabited by many nationalities, of 44 minority nationalities, the
main nationality is Zang, Hui, Tu, Sala and Mongol, etc.

Qinghai communications before liberation were very backward, with only 472 km of mileage in highway open to
traffic. After the founding of New China, the Party and the government placed stress on the development of communica-
tions, and a comprehensive transportation system has taken sharp by arduous struggle of vast number of staff and workers
of communications circle for over 40 years.

Since the reforms and opening to the outside world, the construction of highway in frastructure has bee sped up, the
mileage in highway open to traffic of the province came up to 17223kms. The highway transportation developed rapidly,
up to the end of 1995, there were 5.76 thousand civil automobiles in the province, with 456 regular transit lines, 2000 bus
runs and more than 5.5 thousand person/time of passenger flow volume daily.

The "9th-Five Year Plan" is the comnection of the century, the highway communications will confront more arduous
tasks, the principle aims are to continuously rebuild and improive highway network of national highway, at the time of
2000, the grade highway will be newly increased 600kms in the province.

We are facing new opportunity and challenge in realizing the aims, therefore, we must pay special attention to the
oppartunity, deepen the reform, actively take the aid of policy of the provincial Party Committee and the government, and
the support of the Ministry of Communications, besides, we should continuously devote major efforts to propagate the
importance and the urgency of communications construction, we'll pay together special attention to both spiritual and

material civilization, fight for overally realizing communications plan during the "9th-Five Year Plan".

Director of Communications Dept. of Qinghai province

— Sang Jie
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The Highway Bureau of Qinghai Province mainly
undertakes the tasks like arterial highway construction,
maintenance, local administration of the whole province and
local road administration. There are 6 subordinate highway
general sections, 36 highway sections, 5 engineering teams,
376 highway maintenance squads (work unit) under the
bureau, and one children' school of staff and workers, with
5832 workers and staff members.

The highway undertakings of Qinghai Province has
made great achievements by construction of the whole
provincial people endeavourly. At present, the traffic mileage
totals 17223 km from 472 km in 1949. There are 12761 km
of grade highway, in which 5163-odd km of grade-3 highway,
6396 km of grade-4 highway. Bituminous road makes up
23.38% of total mileage, the highway transportation
undertakes 80% volume of freight transport and 90% volume
of passenger transport of the whole province.

Maintenance teams of the highway bureau is in charge
of maintaning 15 national and provincial highways of Qing-
Zang, Qing-Xin, Qing-Kang, Ning-Zhang and Liu-Ge, etc.,
totaling more than 6200km. The condition of living and work
of staff and workers are both very hard, like anoxia, extreem
cold, and three-fourth road sections are at over 3000 meters
above sea level. But they carried forward the spirit of arduous
struggle and selfless contribution, and reaped rich fruits in
the construction of material civiliztion and spiritial
civilization, 60% maintenance units and 40% maintenance
squads of the arterial highway of the whole province were
named "Civilization Unit" by local government.
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Germu Highway Section has 760 staff and
workers, with 4 subordinate highway sections, such
as Chaka, Chahanwusu, Nuomuhong and Germu,
one engineering team and one labour service
company. It maintains 109 Qing-Zang highway. Liu-
Ge highway and "sky-high" salt bridge of world

renown of 673.74km with a traffic volume of 2000

109 BEATH — BRATLBRT

cars day and night.

With the principle of "repairing the road while
marching" tought by chairman Mao Zedong, the staff
and workers of the section created such spirit of
world renown as specially able to fight, specially able
to tolerate, specially able to bear hardships",
overcame every difficulty, for several dozens of
years, they worked day and night with modesty and
prodence, guarding against arrogance and rashness,
and made brilliant achievements for the development
of politics, economy and culture of Gobi new city-

Germu.
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THE HIGHLIGHTS OF

CHINA HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION
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