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The buzzwords for 2009

Grant Barrett

aporkalypse—Undue worry in re-
sponse to swine flu. Includes unneces—
sary acts like removing nonessential
kisses from Mexican telenovelas and the
mass slaughter of pigs in Egypt.

athey—An atheist. Usually deroga—
tory.

birther—A person who believes
that Barack Obama was not born in the
United States and therefore can’t be
president.

bonus tax—A proposed levy on
bonuses given to employees of compa-
nies that received federal bailout
money.

car tone—Music or ambient noise
proposed for use by electric cars, whose
quietness otherwise makes them go un—
noticed by pedestrians.

Cash for Clunkers—A govern—
ment program in which older automo-
biles are exchanged for pollution credits
or rebates on newer and more fuel -
efficient models.

Chimerica —The intertwined e-
conomies of China and the United States,
which together dominate the world econ-
omy. Popularized by Niall Ferguson in his
book“The Ascent of Money”.
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conflict minerals—Gold,tin,tung-
sten and tantalum,widely used in elec—
tronic devices and commonly mined, in
politically unstable countries or regions.

crash blossom—A headline that can
be misconstrued.

death panel—A supposed com-
mittee of doctors and / or bureaucrats
who would decide which patients re-
ceive treatment, ostensibly leaving the
rest to die. Also deather, someone who
believes erroneously that the government
would have death panels under health
care reform.

Dracula sneeze—Covering the
mouth with the crook of the elbow when
sneezing, like Dracula hiding his face
with a cape.

drive like a Cullen—To drive
like a bat out of hell,like a member of
the Cullen family in the “Twilight”
vampire books by Stephenie Meyer.

Government Motors—A nickname
for General Motors, which is now majority
owned by the federal government

El Stiffo—Gov.Arnold Schwarzene-
gger of California said he wasn’t El
Stiffo, meaning a colorless character,
after he was criticized for brandishing a
large knife in a video promoting the sale
of state property to raise money.

gaymarry, gay -marry—To0 mar—
ry someone of the same sex. Also used hy—
perbolically to mean to form an unconven-
tional relationship, as in, “I love my new
cellphone so much | want to gay-marry it.”
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Great Recession—A reference to
the current economic downturn. Used at
least a few times for every recession
since 1980, but never with such vigor
as now.

green shoots—Signs of an eco-
nomic recovery or of a company’s fi-
nandal turnaround.

heinie—A pronunciation of HIN1,
the swine flu virus.

I’mma let you finish—Part of
Kanye West’s interruption of Taylor
Swift’s acceptance speech at the MTV
Video Music Awards.

jeggings—iJean leggings.

mancession, hecession—A reces—
sion that affects men more than women.

meep—An exclamation used dis-
ruptively or nonsensically by young
people.

mini-Madoff—A person who per-
petrates a Ponzi scheme smaller than
Bernie Madoff’s.

netbook—An inexpensive portable
computer, usually smaller than a laptop
but larger than a smartphone, intended
mainly for use with the Internet.

Octomom—~Nadya Suleman, who
gave birth to octuplets in January.

orphan books—Volumes still in
copyright but out of print and unavail-
able for sale, and whose copyright
holders cannot be found.
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One small step back to
where we started

The Appollo missions
supposed to reveal the truth about
the Moon. In fact,they taught us

about the Earth—and ourselves.

were

Mark Mason

In July 1969, soon after their re—
turn from the moon, Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin were shown footage of
the world’s reaction to the lunar land-
ing. They saw the US newscaster Walter
Cronkite wiping away his tears; people
gathered around televisions from China
to Brazil; pavements outside TV shops
crammed as people watched in awe.
Aldrin turned to Armstrong. “Nell,” he
said, “we missed the whole thing”.

That comment (reminiscent of
George Harrison’s complaint that the
Beatles felt left out because “We were
the only people who never got to see
the Beatles”) reveals the surprising
truth about the Apollo missions:they
weren’t about the Moon. They were
about the Earth.

The clues had been there from the
start, when the crew of Apollo 8 be-
came the first humans to leave their
home planet’s orbit. Orbiting the Moon
on Christmas Eve 1968, fulfilling
dreams as old as mankind itself, their
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real wonder was not at the dead grey
planet beneath them, but at the vibrant
blue globe in the distance. The first
three men to see the Moon up close
soon realised—with a much deeper
sense of reverence—that they were the
first three men to see the Earth from a
distance. Witnessing an earthrise made
them feel humble. They read the open-
ing chapters of Genesis to a worldwide
audience of millions, signing off with,
“Merry Christmas, and God bless all of
you, all of you on the good Earth.”
Over the next four years, Apollo
taught us what it means to be human:
in a word, restless. Curiosity is never
satisfied, it merely finds new targets.
Quite how quickly the shift can occur
was learnt by Pete Conrad, the third
man to walk on the Moon (and the
first to fall over on it). Once Arm-
strong and Aldrin had claimed the
prize, no one was interested in Apollo
12. Conrad later appeared in an Amer-
ican Ex press advert of famous Ameri—
cans nobody recognised. (Others in-
cluded Mel Blanc, the voice of Bugs
Bunny.) Yet in many ways Conrad’s
was the most interesting Apollo mission
of all. His fellow moonwalker, Al
Bean, never the most naturally gifted
astronaut, compensated with sheer
hard work. Finally standing on the lu-
nar surface, he threw his silver Nasa
badge into the distance, knowing that
the moonwalk had earned him a gold
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one. But as they flew back to Earth,
he turned to Conrad and admitted dis-
appointment in the Moon itself: “It’s
kind of like the song Is That All There
Is? ”Another timeless truth:aehieve-
ments themselves aren’t, what count,
it’s the fact that you worked for them.

When Bean returned to Earth he
would sit in shopping malls, simply to
marvel at the variety of human life. And
he has never again complained about the
weather: “I’m just glad there is weath-
er.” As so often, a journey into the un—
known had revealed more about the trav-
eller’s home than about the destination.

Virtually every Apollo astronaut
came back with a deep sense of the
Earth’s fragility. Ed Mitchell, Moon-
walker No. 6: “When we see ourselves
in this bigger perspective—call it the
ET point of view, the God point of view—a
shift takes place in your perception and
you start to think quite differently.”
Apollo 16°s Charlie Duke describes
Earth as “hanging in space like a jew-
el” . “People are always asking what we
discovered when we went to the Moon,”
says Dick Gordon, of Apollo 12. “What
we discovered was the Earth.”

The discovery gave a big boost to
the nascent Green movement. Sir
Jonathon Porritt cites the “deep and
lasting effect” that Apollo had on
“many environmentalists—including me”.
Friends of the Earth was founded in the
same year that man first walked on the
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Moon. The inaugural Earth Day hap-
pened a year later. Everyone seemed to
agree with Michael Collins’s thought as
he splashed back down into the Pacific
with Armstrong and Aldrin: “Nice o-
cean you got here, planet Earth.”

Politically, too, there was a shift.
The Earth from space looks just like a
map—except without the national bor-
ders. Collins remembers people of every
nation saying to him, “‘We did it’—it
was a wonderful thing.” Ed Mitchell,
on his way back from the Moon, re-
alised that “ the molecules of my body
and of the spacecraft and of my part-
ners were manufactured in some ancient
generation of stars—and that was an
overwhelming sense of oneness and
connectedness”. Inspired by the land-
ings, René Dubos coined the phrase
“Think globally, act locally”. T minus
zero for Apollo was T plus one for glob—
alisation.

Yet despite the astronauts’ protes—
tations that the Moon itself was a let-
down, which of us, given the chance,
wouldn’t want to go there? The Chi-
nese are planning missions of their
own, and the commercial investment
being ploughed into space tourism
proves just how much we yearn for new
experiences. So much so that we resent
anyone who dampens our excitement.

Pete Conrad used to say he was
prouder of his work on the Skylab mis—
sions than his walk on the Moon. “Some

N
FEIE e

Ji B A AU HER H A T A
7] 268 o) kB4 B R B O B AR g o gz 27
11 5 R A e 7 BT, T 5%
PRI A TE « “HbIRIT! R8P
AL TREMTFERA R —IEE

X — Xt R EHHA R LA R T
BOAEH RS . MORZS T HLER)™
SRR, — IR R S
I v ¥ E RO UN TGRS NEE P DN
BRI AT T, AR AT
M2 TS 14 55T TR Y
IRTEAE A IR FRIEE 2 “ AR
I BNAATTRG AR LA B3 G ) A — 35
gy, WEAE TEHKIENEIRZ
h—itf 21k, Kig—, TR
B, iR X M R AU e . R
FALE s 8 A2 &, HIR
P th T IR A ER SR A M X — T
o A LA, BT S TS A AR
—Z RS T AR

REFRAFHEAN A RRE TR
Ak ARE, AIH A TA P
i EANE AR AR [ e
A ACIRATHR . ATk
A WRWFIE R AR5 . X Wi
HNINERZ A0 AL . XA
PR E AL A R RA TS,
MR G 2 4 .

TG BB R UL, e H
ZATHALL, BEALA A SR A K =S
LY I AR AR . A AT T

007


http://www.fineprint.cn
http://www.fineprint.cn

T
S etisE

008

people even get mad,” he said.
““‘What do you mean, the Moon isn’t
the biggest thing in your life? ’ | say:
‘Well, it isn’t.” They think, ‘Well, it
should be.” I say: ‘Why? 1’m the guy
that did this.”” Maybe life is one long
“wet paint” sign: you don’t believe it
until you reach out and touch.

Certainly ,Dave Scott. of Apollo
15, thought so. Standing on the Moon,
he voiced his thoughts to Houston: “I
realise there’s a fundamental truth to
our nature:man must explore.”

Home is never far from our
thoughts, though. How many times have
you looked forward for months to a
holiday, only to find that on day three
you’re already dreaming of your own
bed? But when you return, the pro-
cess starts all over again. This idea of
life as a perpetual cycle seems particu—
larly comforting in a recession. Even
though we’ve overreached (and overbor—
rowed), and been reminded of some
home truths, we know that one day we’ll
reach out once more.

When Bean retired from Nasa he
became an artist. His paintings of the
lunar landscape, which fetch tens of
thousands of dollars, bear the lessons
of his time as an astronaut. Just as he
worked hard to reach the Moon, now he
works hard to perfect his painting.
“That’s what | tell myself when the
colours don’t come ont right or it hasn’t
worked like I thought it would: ‘That’s
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why they call it art’.

Another of Bean’s thoughts sums
up the very essence of the Apollo mis-
sions, indeed of all human travel :that
it isn’t about where you’re going,it’s
about who you are. “Everybody came
back just more like | knew them. |
think maybe success doesn’t change
you as much as reveal you.”

Which is why the greatest reason
to celebrate this 40th anniversary isn’t
scientific or environmental or political;
it’s personal. The next time you go
down a footpath just to see where it
leads, or when the only thing that will
stop your baby crying is taking it for a
drive, remember the 12 men who stood
on the Moon and looked at Earth. As T.
S. Eliot put it:

We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.
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A heated debate

“What is truth? ” That was Pon-
tius Pilate’s answer to Jesus’s assertion
that “Everyone that is of the truth
heareth my voice.” It sounds suspi-
ciously like the modern argument over
climate change.

A majority of the world’s climate
scientists have convinced themselves,
and also a lot of laymen, some of whom
have political power, that the Earth’s
climate is changing; that the change,
from humanity’s point of view, is for
the worse; and that the cause is hu-—
man activity, in the form of excessive
emissions of greenhouse gases such as
carbon dioxide. A minority, though, are
sceptical. Some think that recent, well -
grounded data suggesting the Earth’s
average temperature is rising are ex-—
plained by natural variations in solar ra—
diati on, and that this trend may be
coming to an end. Others argue that
longer-term evidence that modern tem-
peratures are higher than they have
been for hundreds or thousands of years
is actually too flaky to be meaningful.

Such disagreements are common-
place in science. They are eventually
settled by the collection of more data
and the invention of more refined (or
entirely new )theories. Arguments may
persist for decades; academics may—
and often do—sling insults at each oth—
er; but it does not matter a great deal

—HFHRMIA L

PR AR BB MUE
FR RIS I AR X - e 2 (%
Tty EIRIEIL R BB e (R4
29), HRBRER f A fr A% EAL A ST AE T
FU R R IR X TR A
T4 T BISEURAR LRI TR e

M ERZH R 2R A
PARVRZ M T— AT s N R R
BOABUI—AAfE, MRk AR IE
TE R AU TS0 F BEVE, S A
WA SERIE R T5 1) R s RO —
Fb iR R R AT B, RB
HERAR — SR AR A 2 U A
B —/NER IR AR AR A BE S . A
W, AR e R ER - 23 1
e _ETHIIA T80 HCHE 1R AT LU R
P 0 A XE A AR R, i HLX —
SRR PR T —LE AR i,
HEMT S F R LA AR s E L TAE R
I R RIS S s, At
-3

A 1) B AR AR 2 5 ) s DL
R 2oty WSO Rl B i
FE B (B 2 ) B A 2 AL i .
WATRE SRS H4F; A AT fE
i HAEES—EE A HX IO
KA, R AR BAT ARAN T 1



http://www.fineprint.cn
http://www.fineprint.cn

