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A Brief Introduction

This book is one of the textbooks for core courses in China’s law schools, and also one of the
national key textbooks for the Eleventh-Five Year Plan,as well as one of the textbooks facing the
21st century which are planed by the Ministry of Education in China.

Jurisprudence is the general , basic theory and methodology of law as well as the ideology of le-
gal science. Based on this understanding of the academic discipline and curriculum, efforts have
been made in this textbook to expound the fundamental subjects and issues of jurisprudence(legal
theory) ,such as legal research and legal education, methodology of law,ontology of law, evolution
and development of law, legislation and its enforcement, functions and values of law, the relation-
- ship between law and economics, politics and culture, etc. attention has also been directed to the
profound analysis of the basic categories that go through the whole system of legal science,for in-
stance law, right, duty, legal action, legal relation,legal responsibility,and legal values. Frontier is-
sues like legal procedure , methods of law, legal profession,state ruled by law,law and harmonious
society have also been probed. This book gives as well a brief yet logical expression of the creation
and development of Marxist legal science. Through this book , traditional topics and related points of
view are widened in content or deepened in theory.

Compared with the 2nd edition , the 3rd edition shows progresses and breakthroughs in the up-
dating of its knowledge system, the innovation of theories, its linkage to practice, and its writing

style.
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