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Abstract

As the other types of drama in China and aboard, the zaju (Z¢E]) in
the Yuan Dynasty has its contradiction between literariness and
performance, and it is the most important problem to be settled in
dramawriting in China and aboard. This kind of contradiction could be
eliminated only by the formations of the different types of drama from
different nationalities. This paper will get further discussion on the drama
formation of the zaju of the Yuan Dynasty according to Wang Guowei’s
theory of Daiyanti(fE ).

The literatiness means “telling stories”, but the performance means
“performing or playing the part of a play or opara”. The “Shuhuicairen”

(F£A4N) of the Yuan Dynasty combined the experiences of the
performing of a play with ones of the telling stories in the Tang or the
Song Dynasty, forming the system of the Hangdang (47%) and the
Renwu (A#)) playing the part of a play when telling the stories of the
play, and Jiaose(fffif2)was the dialectical unity combining the Hangdang
with the Renwu. The contradiction between literariness and performance
was easily eliminated by the system.

After a playwright of the Zaju had finished the script, he withdrew and
kept off, and the Hangdang and the Renwu appear on the stage to
communicate with the audience. So the Zaju of the Yuan Dynasty
consists of three levels of communications: the Renwu and the audience,
the Renwu and the Renwu, and the Hangdang and the audience, as
followings:

1. the renwu and the audience

The characters in a piay told the stories directly to the audience while
The tellers (of the stories) could only tell the stories indirectly to the
audience in the Song or the Jin Dinasty (earlier than the Yuan
Dinasty).The characters of the latter are the third(not the first),considered
as narraters aside in a play, and the former, as spokesmen. The system of
spokesman also has its three kinds: (1) Introduction of him(her)-self of
the character in a play. (2) The character performs his(ther) own




O

experiences to the audience. (3) The character recalls the old days to the
audience.

2. the Renwu and the Renwu

There are three main kinds, too: (1) Performing and describing

(telling) both
how the things are getting on and the relations between the Renwu by
questions and answers. (2) Performing and describing the differences or
oppositions between the Renwu by “unequal” conversation. (3)
Performing and describing the conflict between the Renwu by “equal”
conversation.

3. the Hangdang and the audience

Both the hangdang and the Renwu of the zaju in the Yuan Dinasty

Be-come
the media between the dramatists and the audience, that is to say, the
most national feature is that the interference of performing and
describing by the spokesmen (roles in a play) had replaced the
interference of performing and describing by the narrators aside in a play
in the Song or the Jin Dinasty. The dramatist concealed his view of the
playwriting and transfered it to the Hangdang, conducting and affecting
the audience. The hangdang here is the replacement of the dramatist, and
this phenomenon is called “Interference of the Hangdang” in the paper.
And the same as the renwu, which is also the substitute of the dramatist,
and this called “Interference of the Renwu”.

Now that a performer (or: a describer) of the zaju in the Yuan dinasty
owned his dual identities: the Hangdang and the Renwu, the
performer( or: a describer ) could change his identities freely in the light
of the need in the play. The Hangdang and the Renwu could not only be
opposite but also be unified.

In the paper the zaju of the Yuan dinasty is also compared with the
Nanxi(f##%) of the Song or Yuan dinasty, and the Chuangqi(f£%r) of the
Ming and Qing dinasty as well. The latter two have been found to
display both performing and describing as their drama formation. The
zaju of the Ming and the Qing Dinasty inherited the Performing and
Describing Formation, furthermore, it absorbed the features of the Nanxi,
going to two directions: sucking up performing ways of antiphonal
singing, round ( singing ), repeatedly vocal accompaniment, etc. of the

Nanxi and the Chuangi of the Ming and Qing Dynisty, incliining to
performance (singing is more important here); another is taking in the
interference form of the Zixu ( E/¥), the Tici (i), etc. trending towords
literariness (as a poetic drama).

In brief, performing and describing is not only the drama formation
of the zaju of the Yuan Dynasty but also of the classical operas in China.
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