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X. Reading

1. Practice through reading

Passage 1
© Pre-reading questions

1. Do you often use a computer?
2. What do you do when your computer goes down?

Are you ready to read? Don't forget your starting time: __ :

When the Computer Is Down'

............................................

The most frightening words in the English language are, “Our computer is down.” You hear it more and
more as you go about trying to conduct your business.

The other day I was at the airport attempting to buy a ticket to Washington and the attendant said, “I’'m
sorry. I can’t sell you a ticket. Our computer is down.”

“What do you mean your computer is down? Is it depressed®?”

“No, it can’t be depressed. That’s why it’s down.”

“So if your computer is down, just write me out a ticket.”

“I can’t write you out a ticket. The computer is the only one allowed to issue tickets on the plane.” I
looked down the counter and every passenger agent was just standing there drinking coffee and staring into
a blank screen.

“What do all you people do?”

“We give the computer the information about your trip, and then it tells us whether you can fly with us
or not.”

“So when it goes down, you go down with it.”

“That’s very good, sir. I haven’t heard it put that way before.”

Lo down: R “HIBR” #F, thiE “HE” ¥ SIEAREMMREN, METH.
2. depressed: JLibfE “MH¥E” Yt THEME “ET” ¥, FEEHALHTRE.
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“How long will the computer be down?”” I wanted to know.

“I have no idea. Sometimes it’s down for ten minutes. Sometimes for two hours. There is no way we
can find out without asking the computer, and since it’s down it won’t answer us.”

“Don’t you have a backup computer, when the main computer goes down?”

“I doubt it. Do you know what one of these things costs?”

“Let’s forget the computer. What about your planes? They’re still flying, aren’t they?”

“I couldn’t tell you without asking the computer, and as I told you ...”

“I know, it’s down. Maybe I could just go to the gate and ask the pilot if he’s flying to Washington,” 1
suggested.

“I wouldn’t know what gate to send you to.”

“I’ll try them all,” I said.

“Even if the pilot was going to Washington, he couldn’t take you if you didn’t have a ticket.”

“Why don’t I give you money and you could give me a receipt and I could show that to the pilot as
proof that I paid?”

“We wouldn’t know what to charge. The computer is the only one who keeps track of air fares because
they change every hour.”

“How about my credit card'?”

“That’s even worse. When our computer is down, it can’t notify the credit-card computer to charge the
fare to your account.”

“Is there any other airline flying to Washington within the next few hours?”

“I wouldn’t know,” he said, pointing at the dark screen. “Only ‘IT” knows.”

“And at the moment ‘IT’ don’t know nothing”.”

““IT’knows it,” he said defensively, ““IT’ just can’t tell me.”

By this time there were a few people standing in lines. The words soon spread to other travelers that
“the computer is down.” Nobody knew exactly what this meant, but some people went white’, some people
started to cry and still others kicked their luggage.

A man in a red jacket came out, “Please don’t get excited. Wichita* has been notified. ”

“What’s Wichita got to do with it?” I asked.

“That’s where our main computer went down. But as soon as it gets over its trouble, it’s going to buy
everyone who missed his plane a free drink.”

(561 words)

credit card: g+

‘IT” don’t know nothing: JE [F 3\ 32L& = It doesn’t know anything,
went white: i@ 8% 9

Wichita: AL (REEAT4)




Ending Time: :

If you have spent
Total Time: __ _m__ s a) less than 9.5 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.

b) around 10 minutes, you are OK at reading.
Q ¢) more than 11 minutes, you need more practice in reading.

© Comprehension

Choose the best answers according to the passage.

- Which of the following best explains the meaning of the sentence “Our computer is down”?
A) Our computer is in low spirits

B) Our computer has broken down
C) Our computer has been destroyed
D} Our computer is turned down

. The attendant can’t sell the author a ticket because
A) all the tickets have been sold out

B) no plane is flying to Washington

C) the computer doesn’t work

D) he is busy drinking coffee

. The passenger agents at the airport at work.,
A) rely on their computers

B) drink a lot of coffee

C) write out tickets by hand

D) are cold to the passengers

. The author can’t use his credit card because

A) there is no money on his bank account

B) the airport only takes cash :
C) only the computer can deal with credit cards
D) credit cards are unreliable

. On hearing the news that “The computer is down”,
A) some passengers turned white

B) some even began to cry

C) others kicked their luggage

D) all of the above

. In the end the author most probably
A) got a ticket to Washington

B) was given a free drink

C) missed his plane

D) had to go to another city
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7. From the passage it can be inferred that
A) the management of the airport is poor
B) passengers often get angry with the airport
C) the passengers are all flying to Washington
D) the airport depends too much on computers

8. This passage is most probably to make
A) a humorous joke about the attendant who can’t write out a ticket
B) an irony on modern society which depends so much on computers
C) a criticism of the passenger agents who drink coffee at work
D) asuggestion that there should be a backup computer at the airport

Passage 2
O Pre-reading activity

You may come across some new words while reading the following passage, but you can guess
their meanings through context clues in the sentences below.

1. One third of the population of this country are immigrants, who mainly came from Europe, Asia and

South America.

Immigrant means .

A) BR B) JLE C) MR D) &
2. Along both sides of the street, there are many stalls selling cheap and delicious food.

Stall means .

A) B B) ®1H C) Tk D) #&
3. Sheep’s wool is better to make a sweater.

Wool is .

A) T B) B C) AR D) fafh

4. On the principle that all people are equal, we women workers should be paid the same as men.
Principle means

A) JFH B) RH C) R D) £X

5. You’d better go to the dentist for your toothache.
A dentist is

A) BEX B) ¥+ C) &k D) FREA




v/ Are you ready to read? Don't forget your starting time:

m% j QO .

Mark & Spencer

.............

Mark & Spencer (or M&S) is Britain’s favorite
store. Tourists love it, too. It attracts a great variety
of customers, from housewives to millionaires.
Princess Diana, Dustin Hoffman, and the British
Prime Minister are just a few of its famous
customers. Last year it made a profit of £529
million, which is more than £10 million a week.

It started 105 years ago, when a young Polish
immigrant, Michael Marks, had a stall in Leeds
Market. He didn’t have many things to sell: some
cotton, a little wool, lots of buttons, and a few
shoelaces. Above his stall he put the now famous
notice:

DON’T ASK HOW MUCH — IT’S A PENNY

Ten years later, he met Tom Spencer and

together they started Penny Stalls in many towns in
the north of England. Today there are 564 branches
of M&S all over the world.

The store bases its business
on three principles: good value,
good quality, and good service.
Also, it changes with the times.
But perhaps the most important
key to its success is its happy, well-
trained staff. Conditions of work
are excellent. There are company
doctors, dentists, and even hair-
dressers to look after the staff,
and the staff can have lunch for
under 40p!

Ending Time:

Total Time: m s

o5

© Comprehension

(210 words)

If you have spent

a) less than 3.5 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.

b) around 4 minutes, you are OK at reading.

c¢) more than 4.5 minutes, you need more practice in reading.

Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) according to the passage.

1. M&S attracts all kinds of customers except a few famous people like princess Diana. ( )

U

good. ( )

Last year the store made a profit of more than £10 million a week. ( )
In the early years the stall only sold some simple and cheap things. ( )
The words on the notice told the customers not to ask how much a penny was. ( )

M&S store is loved by people because it still sells cheap things with high quality and its service is
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6. One of the reasons for the success of M&S store is that the workers are qualified and are satisfied with
their work conditions. ( )

7. The store provides medical treatment and cheap meals for the customers. ( )

Passage 3
© Pre-reading question

Have you ever read about the Northwest Folklife Festival in Seattle?

Are you ready to read? Don't forget your starting time:

Scan This Web Site

..............................

Celebrate the Northwest’s diverse heritage at the
NORTHWEST FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL!'

General Information

In Seattle’, Washington, one of the most popular celebrations is the Northwest Folklife Festival. This
festival celebrates the Northwest’s diverse heritage. With more than 6 000 participants from over 100
countries, 18 stages, 1 000 performances, and an audience of nearly 200 000, the Folklife Festival is one
of the largest festivals in the region. The Folklife Festival is always held on Memorial Day’ weekend (the
weekend that includes the last Monday in May). Founded in 1972, the Northwest Folklife Festival is one of
the nation’s largest free events and is truly a celebration for everyone.

INDEX TO THE GENERAL INFORMATION PAGE
o Festival Dates And Times
@ General Program Information
o Educational Programs
@ [nstrument Auction
o The Northwest Folklife Festival Souvenir Program
« How To Participate
@ Practical Information
o Getting To The Festival
o At The Festival

(148 words)

1. Northwest Folklife Festival: (3£) FHitHX Eja]4iEY
2. Seattle: FFERE (EFALETHED)D
Memorial Day: (%) MT-# 48 H




Ending Time:

Total Time: m s

&5

© Comprehension

M _g’ j 0

If you have spent

a) less than 3 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.

b) around 3.5 minutes, you are OK at reading.

¢) more than 4 minutes, you need more practice in reading.

Answer the following questions according to the passage.

Where was the Festival held?
How many people performed in the Festival?

When was the first Folklife Festival held?
How much did it cost to attend the Festival?

AT

© Translation

Translate the following expressions into Chinese.

the most popular celebration
General Program Information
How to Participate

Getting to The Festival

Rl B

2. Test of reading comprehension

How large was the audience attending the Festival?

You have done enough practice on reading for this unit. Let’'s see how well you can read now. You
are given 5 minutes to read the following passage. The passage is followed by some questions. After

reading, choose the best answer to each question.

Mrs. Peters stopped playing the piano when she
began to work. She had lived in a very small flat,
and there had been no room for a piano. But when
she got married, she had a new flat which was big
enough for one. So she decided to get one and her
husband agreed and helped her. She saved some
money, and her parents gave her a generous amount
of money for her birthday. Then she went to a shop
and said, “I’ll choose whichever piano that does not
cost too much and fits into my living room.”

When she had paid for the piano, the shop
assistant asked her if she would like him to get it
tuned () every few months. Mrs. Peters agreed.

A few months later she heard from the shop
that a man was coming to tune the piano at ten that
morning. Now she had not cleaned the house yet, so it
was dusty and untidy. Mrs. Peters hated having even
the least amount of dirt, and felt ashamed whenever
strange people saw her house like that. So she had to
hurry to clean everything carefully. It meant a lot of
effort, and it made her hot and tired, but anyhow, by
the time the man arrived, everything was finished.

She opened the door, and the man was standing
there with a big dog. “Good moring, * the man said
politely, “will it disturb (¥T#£) you if I bring my dog
in, please? I’'m blind, and he leads me wherever I go.”




