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Friendship, Cooperation, Development
Summary of the 2" conference of World Guangdong Community Federation

Early winter of 2002, Guangdong witnesses a grand gathering of Cantonese at home and abroad. The 2nd
conference of the World Guangdong Community Federation is held in the province from December 2 to 4. It is the first
worldwide Cantonese conference hosted in Guangdong, homeland of the Cantonese all around the world. Nearly 3000
Chinese overseas from over 70 countries and regions and compatriots of Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan join the
conference. Li Changchun, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee,
sends a congratulatory message to the preparatory committee. Vice-premier Qian Qichen and general director of the
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council Guo Dongpo addresses the opening ceremony. Zhang Dejiang,
member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and secretary of the Guangdong Provincial Party Committee,
and other main leaders of Guangdong Provincial Government are present at the conference.

The themes of the conference are friendship, cooperation and development. Besides forums on overseas Chinese
affairs and the promotion of friendship of Cantonese all around the world as usual, the conference holds forums on culture
and commerce and arranges visits to Guangdong's Pearl River Delta.

The opening ceremony is held in Dr. Sun Yet-sen's Memorial Hall in Guangzhou. Performances representing the folk
cultures of Guangfu, Chaozhou and Hakka are staged at the ceremony.

The closing ceremony takes place at China Folk Culture Village of Overseas Chinese Town in Shenzhen, in which
attendees pass the Manifesto of the 2nd conference of the World Guangdong Community Federation and approve
Federation of Hong Kong Guangdong Community Organisation LTD to host the 3rd conference in 2005, flag of the
Federation is passed on to the next conference's host. The conference concludes after a performance of Chinese cultures.

Meanwhile, thematic activities as Painting and Calligraphy Display of Chinese Overseas, Exhibition of Pictures of
Chinese Overseas in the 20th Century, Overseas Chinese Forum and Economic and Commercial Forum are held in
Guangzhou. And investigations to the Pearl River Delta, Guangdong's most developed area, are organized. Guests are
divided into 15 groups to go to different cities. They visit the historical and cultural scenic spots, new constructions of the
cities and successfully-run industrial parks, scientific and technological zones and overseas Chinese enterprises, from
which the guests witness profound changes and achievements of Guangdong's modernization construction.

State and the Guangdong Provincial Government and all the Cantonese overseas show their great concern and
interests to the conference, which makes the conference a more successful one.

It is a conference of friendship, cooperation and development. Cantonese Overseas speaking Guangdong's three
most popular dialects of Chaozhou, Hakka and Cantonese get together for the first time in their homeland. Societies as clan
societies, commercial chambers and professional organizations of science and technology, new migrants and senior
Cantonese overseas, standouts of Chinese overseas of Guangdong origin and new Cantonese all take the opportunities to
push forward their relationship and cooperation. The conference contains activities of forums on overseas Chinese affairs,
commerce, science and technology, exhibitions on culture and history, and investigations on the new development of
Guangdong, which provides the attendees chances to promote friendship, enlarge cooperation and seek common
development.

To make the conference more fruitful, fraternal conventions and commercial activities are held in cities around
Guangdong before and after the conference.

Remaining the 2nd conference a sweet memory, we are looking forward to another grand gathering at the 3rd
conference in Hong Kong!
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