G @ gl - f »WYTI( re r

1D oerTdl ) EXTIO00RS .

| : >
T r ' gl 3 (¢ Y a
DUIa )Yy ¥ VI ayiiiii-o

laa

( i =46

-
VP IRFD BliteREASARE-E)

China Agricultural University Pres

-




B A& % B (CIP) 8%

HIRRXEE/EEDE M. —ILm P ER K ¥ HRH,2009. 5
ISBN 978-7-81117-639-1

I.%&- [.FH 0. EEEXEE-BEEK-#HM N.H31s
o & IR A B 0 CIP BB (2009)% 011116 5

¥ #& Academic Writing in English
£ & Edited by Fanxi Meng

N i —

N

YR\ X = MIEIRE FTWE

#Humigit 5 i mEREN ERER B #F

HEZIT PERILXEDRM

it W dERTEEXRABEGRE2S HBEI4RE 100193

=} iE K17 010-62731190,2620 EHIREE 010-62732336
B 010-62732617,2618 H K &P 010-62733440

| #it  http://www. cau. edu. cn/caup e-mail cbsszs @ cau. edu. cn

& H OFEHE

Ep B Je s et R E R A R A R

i o200 AE IR 2009 4 5 HEE 1 IEIRI

p ] ¥ 787X1 092 16 FF & 11.5 Eigk 160 =

1] ¥ 1~1500

E # 22.00 @

B4 mE R R AN L0 R AR



Editorial Committee

Director: Fanxi Meng

Members: Qunying Jiao
Tingxi Ma
Tingwu Xu
Weizhe Feng

Editipg Board

Editor; Fanxi Meng

Deputy Editor: Tingwu Xu
Weizhe Feng
Jacob Kaltenbach



Preface

This textbook is specially prepared for programs, which are English based
teaching. The textbook is a result of collaboration of international faculty
of International College at Beijng(ICB) ,China Agricultural University. As
a pioneer and leading international education institution in China, our pro-
grams have successfully graduated more than 2 000 undergraduates. The
ICB students are cultivated in modern subject knowledge, international vi-

sion, and capability of creativity,

As a key intellectual skill, academic writing is important for all students in
higher education. Academic writing addresses a topic based article to any-
one who is seeking factually-based, objectively-presented information on
this particular topic. Academic writing is a process. It starts from analy-
zing and understanding the topic. It then goes on to doing the literature re-
view and research. The next stage is planning and writing various drafts.
In the final stage, it is followed by proof-reading and editing. All this

should lead to a well presented final text in a specific format.

Hope this textbook will be beneficial for all students and readers who want

to improve their academic writing,

Prof. Fanxi Meng



Introduction

As you prepare to write long term papers, research papers, and disserta-
tions-possibly as part of a course of study abroad in an English-speaking
country-you may feel afraid, daunted, confused or disoriented. These feel-
ings are natural, and they are shared by many of your native-speaker coun-
terparts, Writing does not need to be intimidating. One goal of this text-
book is to demystify theé, process of research writing. Your instructor’s ad-
vice and assistance should also help. Over the coming weeks and months
you have an opportunity to deepen your skills of research, critical thinking,
planning, outlining, note taking, drafting, revising, editing, and proofread-
ing. We hope you will also learn to use your curiosity and natural interests

to guide your writing.

In English-speaking universities,the research paper is often taught in dis-
tinct course and usually to students in the second semester. Some of you
might find the course material at first tedious and uninteresting, but you
should remind themselves main purpose. As you continue attending univer-
sity and enroll in a variety of courses in different fields, your instructors

and professors will begin to require lengthy term papers.

Such research papers are designed and presented in a set manner;the me-
chanics and conventions for writing and presenting a research paper have
been well established over the years, and there is a general academic a-

greement to abide by these rules. It is best is to accept these academic for-
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mulations as rapidly as possible, until writing a research paper no longer
feels like an arduous chore. Once you know the rules, conventions and
methods you may even sense a new opening for creative experimentation
and innovation. A research paper is a structured, logical, well-sourced
and argued, persuasive investigation, and within these terms many things

are possible,

The best first step is to be sure that you have a genuine interest in your
chosen topic. Your readers will only be persuaded if they sense your in-
tense interest and focus, even passion. You can also seek to maximize your
enjoyment of the research process. As you accumulate information about
your subject and gradually increase your knowledge, you may develop a
parallel interest in the writing process itself. Take full advantage of this.
Keep a dictionary and thesaurus handy: these will help you enhance your
vocabulary quickly and efficiently,as new words emerge from and reinforce

your subject.

At the close of each lesson, you will be invited to reflect on your learning
and writing process in the form of a journal entry. Your instructor will de-
cide if these journals should be shared or remain private. Your journal pro-
vides a chance to be introspective and to think about your own improve-
ment. It will also form a record of your process. You may find it very re-
warding to look back at previous entries, to see how your skills have im-
proved or to remind yourself of small realizations and interesting~ ideas you
encounter along the road to your research paper. Each lesson will provide a
suggested journal topic. You can use this as a starting point but fee free to

go beyond this topic. Your journal is a chance to write what you like.
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1 Your Goal : The Research Paper

What is a Research Paper?

Your goal in this course is to produce a research paper of at least ten pages
on a topic of your own choice, which you will develop through your own
research, critical thinking, revision and editing. We won’t choose topics
until Lesson Six, but you should already be thinking about topics that in-
terest you-perhaps issues related to major subject (field of study), your
hobbies or personal interests. You should also be thinking about potential
sources: books, articles from academic journals, magazines and news-
papers,material from the Internet, audio or visual material or even experts

you could interview,

You may be asking,“What is research paper?” And some of you may won-

der why you should learn to write one at all.

A research paper is not a compilation of all the material you discover relat-
ed to your topic. It is not the record of only a single perspective on your
topic. It is not a story from your experience (although placed in context,
such stories may prove useful as examples in your paper). It is not a col-

lection of material simply edited to back up your ideas.

A successful research paper seeks to persuade us of a position on your top-
ic, but does so through careful synthesis of research,information,diverse

ideas, well-documented, credible sources and logical argument, A success-
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ful research paper acknowledges opposing positions and still seeks to show
us why you believe your thesis to be correct. A successful research paper
also informs us on the broad context of the topic and the narrow terms of
debate, '

Good research paper topics are highly focused. “Modern advertising,” for
example, is much too broad a topic. “The advertising market in China”
more focused but still too unfocused to produce a successful research pa-
per. “Evidence that the market for television advertising in China will con-

tinue to grow” is suitably focused,clear, persuasive and researchable.

Good research paper topics are researchable. Very new subjects-for exam-
ple,if you were to choose to write about a corporate takeover in the weeks
immediately following the transaction-are unlikely to generate much credi-
ble research material. You should choose a topic about which others have

already written,a topic that is already a matter for public discourse.

Good research topics are persuasive but not overly controversial. You
should choose a topic on which various opinions exist, but overly contro-
versial topics may force you to wade through material full of hyperbole, bi-
as and personal attacks. This will prove too difficult in a ten-page paper
with a limited timeframe. You should be especially wary of topics on
which various “conspiracy theories” exist, as it will be difficult to estab-
lish the credibility of many sources,

Possible topics are as varied as the students who will choose them. Be sure
to select a topic that interests you,as you will be devoting weeks of your
time and need to remain committed. In Lesson Six, we’ll work on honing

your topic into a thesis statement.
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Your final paper should make clear reference to at-least five sources in the
text itself. You should include any sources you consult (even if you do not
use them in the text) on your bibliography page. Future lessons will pro-
vide more information on this process. Your instructor will also give you
specific guidance,but you should be sure to use some “traditional” sources-
books and articles-in addition to material accessed via the Internet. For
some of you the Internet may provide your only access to English-language
materials;if this is the case try to use materials that can also be found else-
where in print form(articles from periodicals that also appear in print, e-
lectronic books and article from online databases). Lesson Five includes

tips on looking for credible, useful sources.

It is very important that your research paper is your own original work. It
is acceptable (even desirable) to seek the opinions, advice and editing of
friends,colleagues and teachers, but you should be the author. You are en-
couraged (even required)to use material-from sources found in the course
of your research but all quotations, paraphrases and summaries of such
sources should be appropriately marked and cited. Future lessons will help
you do this correctly. In some circumstances and some universities,it is ac-
ceptable to rewrite and resubmit work from previous classes, but if you do
this you must have your instructor’s permission and your revision must be
substantive and transformational. Writing a research paper means learn-
ing ,improving, developing your skill-and that normally requires new origi-

nal work.

These are the important element of research paper writing:choosing a top-
ic, researching, note taking, critical thinking, outlining and preparation,
drafting, revision, redrafting, revision, redrafting, editing and proofread-
ing. Drafting and redrafting are crucial to this process. Over the following
lessons you will become comfortable with the drafting process and learn to
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help it improve your work. Each subsequent draft should be a transforma-

tional advance on the last. Revision between drafts is essential.

Questions for Classroom Discussion

1. How does a research paper differ from a personal story or a compilation
..of material on a topic?

2. Why is it not a good idea to choose a topic for your research paper that is
too controversial?

3. Discuss the importance of “original work”?

4. What are the important elements of writing a research paper? Talk
about the different stages involved in its preparation. What do you think
is the most difficult stage?

5. What do you think that you might be writing about? Choose a “tenta-

tive” topic and discuss its importance to you.

Writing Assignment

Setting Out

Write a brief essay (less than 400 words) reporting on your state of readi-
ness as the term begins. Explain your understanding of the importance of
“original work” in a research paper. Make note of any topics you might
choose for research paper. Why do you think these may be good topics fo

write about?

Also write about what you look forward to in the writing process,and any

difficulties you think you might confront while writing your paper.
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Your Journal

As you begin this class, how do you rate your own writing skills? What
makes you a good writer or a poor writer? What do you find frustrating
about writing? What brings you pleasure as a writer? Do you already
have your own writing process? How do you usually start writing ? What

do already know about writing , and what do you hope to learn?



2 Knowing Your Audience and Writing Clearly

2.1 Register, Formal and Informal Writing

At different times and in different situations &ou will want to use more,or
less, formal English. The degree of formality you choose is called register;
choosing the appropriate register is not necessarily synonymous with
speaking or writing “correctly”. Formal English may be ungrammatical,

and informal English perfectly grammatical.

You may speak in a certain manner with your family,in another with your
friends, in a third with your colleagues, teachers or supervisors. You will
certainly use various different registers when you draft homework assign-
ments, legal documents,job application letters or e-mail messages. Register
is not simply a question of the complexity of vocabulary, but also syntax

(or sentence structure) and usage.

When you choose a formal register, you are choosing to abide by stricter
linguistic conventions. This is not a “more correct” or higher language;it is

simply better suited to the task at hand.

For example,in the more formal registers you would normally avoid con-
tractions; so you would write, “Is it not?” On the other hand contractions
loosen up the language and bring it closer to its spoken form, and if you
expect to read a document aloud in a relatively formal setting. you may
choose to use contractions more liberally;and so you would write, “Isn’t



