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GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

1. The Spirits of Fountains and Trees

The earliest Greeks seem to have bowed down in
prayer before the great forces of nature—thunder and
lightning, wind and rain, flood and earthquake.

“There are powers back of all these things,” said
the Greeks. “Let us worship them.”

So it was that they knelt to the Spirits of Fountains
They did not
then speak of such gods as Zeus and Hera, Hades

and Trees, of Caves and Mountains.

and Hermes.

Trees were supposed to have a special sacredness.
Certain ones were thought sacred to certain god-
powers.

Large caves were worshiped because of the mysterious
darkness within. People tossed dice in front of a
certain cave and thought that the god-power would
make the dice fall in such a way as to answer questions.

In time the Greeks became tired of not knowing
how the gods looked. Statues were made as images

of the spirits of gods. What shape did they give to

' front (frant) ».BTE
in front of--- #£--- Rl H
god-power ('godpaus) n.# 71
Hades ('heidiz) ».%& E#iEF
FAHEENEE
Hera (thisra) n. H#EMEF &
¥iz#E
Hermes (thamiz) n. 7 & #iE
FRIXR . EE. KT . RHES
BIM, WRAHEE
how (hau) adv.im{d, E#
< image (timid3) ».JER
4 kneel (ni1) (knelt) vi. BT
let (let) (let) »z.ik
let us-- it& (]
lightning ('laitniy) =. /N
look (luk) vi. Bk
+ mysterious (mis 'tioriss) adj.#
b ;)
myth (mi6) ».##E
nature ('neitfa) ». B4
people (tpipl) n. A, Afil
power (paus) n. 1 &
L prayer (pres) 7. %745
question ('kwestfan) . [d]
1 sacred ('seikrid) adj, # XM
sacredness ('seikridnis) ». X
seem (sim) vi. ®HE¥E, UIF
shape (feip) n.7EAR
special ('spefal) adj.¥¢FEH
Spirit ('spirit) n. HR
statue ('steetju:) n.BE{R
such (satf)
such---as W, Lim
suppose (sa 'pouz) vz.iARl
then (den) adv. %4 -
thunder ('6anda) .8
tired (taiod) adj. RHEH
toss (tos) oz. 8,3
wind (wind) n. X,
within_(wid tin) adv. % - &
worship (‘waifip) vt. %

O

R, BF
bow (bau) vi . &k
cave (keiv) n.¥d/X
certain (1sotn) adj.JEFf, FEH flood (flad) n.BEK
darkness ('daknis) n. R force (fos) n. 7

dice (dais) n. die (dai) W E ¥ fountain ('fauntin) n.R7K

fall (fo1) vi.%TF

earthquake (o0 kweik) .31
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LONFEANYERRESRNERANEEHM, OEIB.NIW.
KSR
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FRUMNEBRESSHARSBULZSNMT. I, MI1%F2H
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1.seem to have bowed {il T- UL FEffl (£  in prayer 744 2 —3.J\ thunder £| earthquake %%
X} the great forces of nature ([ X {1 K Iy &) HAKUL, JERI i,  4.back of-+ FE-
1557  6.So it was that--- §* )& (it §§ that--- DLKT4>)  8.speak of such gods as--+ iR
Fig - 2 K09 4A  10.were supposed to have - #{iA N L F  11.ones = trees, were
thought sacred to-- #{ik X L4 {li /] 13— 14.the mysterious darkness within i P4 #§1 5 (1) 22
% tossed dice P 1~ (N I #HFI # Y K1/K)  16.make the dice fall--- iEf# T3 F

17 .became tired of not knowing [K AN HIE -« i & F K% not H7£ 3 44 17] knowing 2 i, FR
Hli W% 3h 49 18.how the gods looked #I[¥ #i ¥ M1{a] 18 — 19. as images of - {4
<o WIE S 19. What - they( = the Greeks) -7 4k %t i % W] .

N




GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

their gods ?

for what other creature on earth could they think so

The human shape. That was natural,

nobly made ? It was also natural that they should
make their gods look like the most beautiful persons
who could be found. s
Even after the gods had been put into human shape,
their homes were mountains, caves, trees and fountains.
The home of the chief gods was Mount Olympus.
Other gods were located here and there all over the
land and sea. 10
Statues of gods and goddesses were often placed
under the branches of trees. This was to protect them
from rain and snow, to give them shelter. Sometimes
statues were placed in hollows made in tree trunks.
The tree-home for the gods was the beginning of the 15
temple.- ‘Later on the Greeks made marvelous teti:pla

to house their gods.

2. A War of Giants and Gods

The Greeks thought up stories to tell about how
the world was begun, and how giants, gods and people
came to be. 2

First of all, said the story-tellers, the world was all

creature (tkritfa) n. 4%
earth (a8) ». MR
on earth ZE#R I
even (tizven) adv. B f§
first of all #&¥], B 5%
find (faind) (found) wz.3# 3|

8ll over--- ®J
beginning (bi 'giniy) ».&E
branch (bramtf) ». ¥ #
cave (keiv) n. T/
chief (tfif) odj. TEMH
come to be =4

fountain ('fauntin) n.R®7K
Giant ('dzaisnt) ».(FHEMIES
MEA
hollow [(tholou) ».Z
human (thjumen) adj. AZKH
land (leend) = . B 3h
later on J5 ¥
locate (tlokeit) wz.HE
be located FF#ETF, L F
look like--- BRER
marvelous ('ma:vias) adj. A 7]
B, FHH
Mount Olympus [maunt o 'limpas)
n. BUBRICHT L
natural ('nsetfaral) adj. HRH
nobly ('noubli) adv. & # ik
over I all over F4t, & K&
people ('pipl) n. A, Afi]
person ('pasn) n. A
place (pleis) vz. &
protect (pra 'tekt) vz.{##*
protect -+ from R {# 52 -
put (put) (put) vz. &3
shape (jeip) n. &
shelter (ifelta) n. R
statue ('steetju:) . BER, ¥R
story-teller (Istoritela) n. P
HHA
temple ('templ) n.¥JE
_think up %1
tree-home (trichoum) ».H R
trunk (tragk) ».®F
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PREERORN, EBMNIERHER EEHAINENBERALER
B BFBERNR, NBLEREBLENMENINRRZIH AL
BE S REERT ANES, tNE2UBW AR MATLRKA
Ko THNREDERMITH L, HIENBUZBERM BB FHSL.
BUBBNBEBEEERRENNRI TE, RFENL2ENEZE,
ENEEENEAZEZOMNED, IDABRMEANE, BREATBRER.
EREBABRE ST ZRNSTBRZEE W,

F_E BANR®BNSES

FEARES WS RKALERZAOHBH, EAXBNARLT
FE®.
HHBERAR, ERRPB-—HEE, X TAKERE—R, REX

B R

1. (They gave their gods) The human shape 2 - 3.for what other creature:::could they ( =
the Greeks) think so nobly made (as human beings) ? /&% [1]5] = for they could not think any
other creature (to be) so nobly made (as human beings) B F i1 RGEE S it R F4EIH
ARG —H) & St s K. 3.1t was also natural that---should [F#f 5 R
& (It 1§ that LLJ5#64>) 3 — 4.should make their gods look like--- EE4 ¥ M 1845 -

4 — 5.the most beautiful persons who could be found ff8E BRI HERZA A  6.had been
put into human shape £ A T AMJE L (L3 : put it into Japanese #i% K HiE) 9.were lo-
cated (HNEB)FET, LT 9 - 10. all over the land and sea Fii 31 F1 ¥ 2 (9 & &b
12.This was to protect them ( = statues) from--- fRF ] (B&)%#E - 13.to give them
( = statues) shelter /2 H] 3 to protect them from rain and snow ¥ 5 —FH 1k  14.hollows
madein-- fE-- PR 2 16.Later on J5E 17.to house their gods % & % #
18.thought up %t to tell about how - JfiREHE--- 20.came to be = came to exist, came
into existence =4 21.First of all 7 5E, said the story-tellers £1H A&,




GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

mixed up. Fire, earth and water were in a jumble.
Then Heaven and Earth came to be. Heaven was a
god, and Earth was a goddess. They had many children
who were giants. One of these was Cronus, ruler of
time. 5

Cronus was told by his father that one of his sons
would tale away his power. Hoping to prevent this,
he swallowed all his children—except one. The one
he did not swallow, was named Zeus. Little Zeus was
saved when his mother gave the old giant a stone dressed 10
up like a baby to swallow. She then hid the child
in a cave.

When Zeus grew up, he heard that his brothers and
sisters had been swallowed, and became angry. Cronus
was tricked into drinking liquor which made him cough. &5
When he coughed, out came the children and the stone
dressed like Zeus !

The sons and daughters of Cronus were angry, and
the father was angry, too. A war was started. Cronus
and most of the giants were on one side. Zcus and »
his brothers and sisters formed the other side, helped by
a few of the giants.

Zeus and his helpers took their stand on the top of

4

angry (teengri) adj. B

away (o'wei) adv. 3%, ¥ (FEEHEPEH AN TS
take away FH HKRE

cave (keiv) n.TH7< dress (dres) vt. 5% ,iTH
come to be =4 dress up D%

cough (kof) vi. WK drink [d!‘iqk] ot .

Cronus (tkrounas) n. %% &7,

Earth (o) n.3#t, 5 Heaven #f
xF

except (ik 'sept) prep. B 3, i
s

few (fju:) adj.
a few ¥
form (fom) v . FERR
giant ('dzaient) n.E A
grow(grou) (grew, grown) wvi.

grow up Kk
Heaven (thevan) n.X
help (help) v:.HEh
helper (thelps) . HBI#&
hope (houp) vz. & H

- jumble (tdzambl) ». iR

liquor ('liks) ».7H
mix (miks] v. /B4
mix up BE¥R
name (neim) w. B4, %
power (paua) n.#fy
prevent (pri'vent) wvz.Bh1k
ruler (rulad) n. GEWHE, EFE
save (seiv) vz.
side (said) n.— 7
stand (steend) n. B
take a stand 5 i
start (stat) w. JFif
swallow ('swolou) vt.#F
tell (tel) (told) wz. i
trick (trik) or. BKOR
trick (a person) into--*

W fOR

6
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N ET, RRBE, WELH. BIBTFSHF, SEHFBRE Ao
HEh—USBER, HENENERE,

EREFNQLQESFM NN — N ILFE SRR . RREMD
BN ERE, RE2 LI U BET—RE—THN XTERBET
W)L ZUEF, EFOHEE—RaLERRE)L, BBPEEAST,
MM T NEF. RABME I ZFBED Do

HEKABRAT, FESCHIBERRSBN, +258. RBEMH
BRETEMERNE, 40 3, @8 NenFANERERNG XS
It 3 H %, .

%%%mmmzm+a-‘,QQ“m@%m —ZHEFBT.
SREHFNASHEAN -7, EFNONIFTHARRE 5, 8D
BNIE ANB,

HENBIMNASE T AWTE WA, MBLE ANERTN—1

RE IR

1.was all mixed up (HE#) )7 iK1 were in a jumble = were all mixed up 2.came to be =

came 1o exist, came into existence /12 4 = 5. ruler of time 11 X Cronus ([0 7 15, K 1%
ki, 7.take away {Fli{ Hoping to prtvtnl this, e swallowed - = He hoped to prevent
this and swallowed::+ 8. The one ( = child) [whom | ke did not-+ 9. was named Zeus 25 1 47

Wr, B4 NI YT, The one+ 4t [2iff.  10.a stone {which was) dressed up like a baby -t
DR MULM 473k 14.became angry F:ifiJ& he( = Zeus) 15.was tricked into drinking: -
%% (be tricked into--- doing # Y-~ ) which made him cough (&% ) {f fthi%Hk 16.out
came the children and the stone': = the children and the stone‘** came out 19.A war was
started R T JFEET  20.were on one side ¥ift -Ji 21.formed the other side & &

-Ji 21-22.(being]) helped by a few of--- 32|/ LEJLA - B 23.took their stand
llia’]i TR

——




GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

Mount Olympus, while the giants were on a near-by

peak. The fighting was long and terrible. Trees,
bowlders, and lightning bolts were hurled back and
forth.

After the war had gone on for ten years, the giants s
were beaten. One of them, Atlas, was made to hold up
the sky. Cronus ran away to Italy. Zeus and his
brothers and sisters became gods and goddesses, and

ruled the world.

3. Zeus, King of the Gods

Free from all fear of Cronus, Zeus and two of his 10
brothers (Poseidon and Hades) divided power over the
world. Poseidon became ruler of the seas, while Hades
took control of the underworld, the kingdom of the
dead. Zeus was said to have power over the bright
world of day and to be king of the gods. He lived on is
Mount Olympus.

Zeus was married more than once. His first wife was
named Metis. It was Metis who made Cronus cough
up the children.

named Hera. She was good-looking, but her nature ,

Later Zeus married a goddess

was jealous. That was unlucky, indeed, because Zeus

Atlas (1eetlos) n. (B MWIEF  bolt (boutt) ». [N, EH

A4 ) B 45 3 37 bowlder (boulds) .58 A
away (s 'wei) adv. BFF bright (brait) adj.Y6Bf4
run away %R control (ken 'troul] n. W

back and forth #iH., k.
beat (bit) (beat, beaten) vz.3T

cough (kof) vi.BH
cough up E*lﬂ:tﬂ B

Cronus ('krounss) n.(FE®E
F)ERZ AN FEHEERE
dead (ded) cdj.3EH)
the dead A, & #&
divide (di 'vaid) oz.4}, 5B
fear (fia) n. k{2
fighting ('faitig) n., adj.&-}
forth (fo®) adv.RIFHY
free from # B}
giant (tdzaient) n.E A
go on R4k, #H1T
good-looking ('gud 'lukip) adj.
REH

Hades ('heidiz) ».Ma B #7 (F K
HEPH)RE

Hera (‘hiora) n. #FHr (5 B M iE
F)EHZE

hold (hould) »z.X#

hurl (hai) .83

indeed (in 'dixd) adv.fHH

Italy (vitali) =. ®KH

jealous ('dzelss) adj. PR

kingdom ('kigdem) n. EE

later ('leita) adv.)5 ¥k

lightning ('laitnig) n.[h8

married (' meerid) adj. 45 68,
BEEN

Metis ('mitis) ».(FEHIEH)
W2 FE

Mount Olympus (maunt o 'limpes)
n. SUBRICHT I

name (neim) vz. B &, WA

nature ('neitfa) n.Z&¥E

near-by (tniaibai) adj. LAY

once (wans) adv.
more than once A 1k—¥&

ov;; (touva) prep . ZE--2Z E, X

pean (pik) n.Ll

Poseidon (po'saiden) =. i EA
(FRERHE PN EH

power (paua) n.#H

rule (ru1) .54

ruler ('ruils) n. R E

terrible ('tersbl) adj.BHfY

undorworld (tandoywaid) n. T

unluck (an '1aki) ad; Xié‘]
while {hwml] conj .
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WEF, &E3EKMBMH. MNELREIRBUAN WEHNE,

WERRAT+EZE, BLEALH T, EP—UUARAKNEA
BREER, REBMBERARN, EHNNHATBERUR T X,
aER,.

EB=E BHF AMZE

ERIMAR RS (R R AR EME2ERTNRRENNE
B, N2E T WEROL BN, REXRITBFENLELE, NE/HMNUE
HERE—XENIEH. BREFMKCAKBRNSBHR, HFRAK® 2
T, MEHEERMITATLIL L,

EHHESBEAL—R, HANE—UESTURRK, ERERBERELS
TERERN. GREMNE - IUBANZBETE, BRER, B4EM
BiF. BHNBEAE, RAHHNRIDIVBHAR — B LX, tHERD

i

L.while-- {j--+, -+ 3 —4.back and forth 3K 5], H] A. 5. After the war had gone on for
ten years il FFF 4 T +4E 2 )5 6.0ne of them ( = the giants) & atlas #J [F] i %, was
made to-- VR 2 -+ 10. (Being) Free from all fear of -+ 50 & ¥R T &t - g 48
11.divided the power over the world 4Bt 7 Xt FL A 41640 13.took control of--- ¥ T

- 13 - 14. the kingdom of the dead %% () £[E, & the underworld [ Rl {IiE, 14—
15.was said to have--- and to be--- HEEHF - FF B K-+ 14 — 15. the bright world of day
B B  17.was married more than once %5 R Ik —¥K  18.1It was Metis who- &
B2+ (It is who (that)--- JEXT B4R hNLASR A /% ,) 18 — 19.made Cronus cough up
the children {f & #EHTEF &% K 19 — 20.a goddess named Hera — {3 1Y & hir 4 £ #
21.That FH] T UL N2 .
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GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

did not prove a good husband. He had love affairs
with quite a few goddesses and beautiful women.
Whenever Hera heard of such an affair, she[grew hot
with rage] Sometimes she simply scolded him, but
more often she tried toEtake revenge upog the person s
who caught his fancy.

The Greeks declared that in some cases Zeus assumed
An old Greek picture shows

the form of an eagle.

Zeus as an eagle bearing a pretty maiden up to heaven.

The maiden had been picking flowers on a mountain 10
Zeus, flying overhead, saw her and swooped down
and carried her away.

Most of the gods and goddesses of olden Greece were

o peak
in the far north of the country. Their homes were '

The finest belonged to

supposed to live on the top of Mount Olympus,

palaces of a golden colour.
Zeus, who was a daily host to the others. They gathered
in a great hall and feasted on ambrosia and nectar,
while they talked of affairs
earth. 2
Ambrosia, a delicious food, gave everlasting life to

all who ate it.

in heaven and on

Nectar was a sweet and delightful drink.
During the feasts, Apollo, god of the sun and of music,

e

country ('kantri) n.E%E

daily (1deili) adj. BX#
declare (di 'klea) vz. E#
delicious (di lifes) adj. FEKAM
\delightful (di 'laitfal) adj. A

]
drink (drigk) .k
during ('djuariy) prep. 7 #ilH
eagle (liigl) n./% .
earth(a8) n. Aq]
everlasting (evs ! lastip) adj.
KAH, BRAH
fancy ('feensi) n. &%, ¥
feast (fist] vi.MZ
feast on--Mz, £
few (fju:) adj.
a few —i&
fine (fain) adj. MM
form (fom) »n. &
gather (1geds) vi. 34
grow (grou) (grew, grown)
vi. %
hall (ho) n. KT
hear of - W7 3|, Uit
heaven (theven) n. X b
Hera ('hiara) n. B2 E
host (houst) n. A, Kl *
in the north of -7+t
life Maif) n. 4
maiden ['meidn) n.%&
| Mount Olympus ». AT L
nectar ('nekta) n. A Mg HE
olden (‘ouldn) adj. HHH
overhead (ouva 'hed) adv. t%
peak [pik] n. Ll
pick (pik) vz. R (7E)
prove (pru:v) vi.iE®
quite (kwait) adv.3E%
rage (reidz) n. K%
revenge (ri'vend3) n.3}
take revenge upon ift
scold (skould) vz. %Y
show (fou) vz. &
" show oneself %31

affair (o 'fea) n. ¥4

ambrosia (em ! brouzis) n.
ER)MEH R ( Tfﬁ
£RE)

Apollo (s tpolou) n. P &

assume (5 'sjum) . B, B3

away (a'wei) adv. ®FF
belong (bi 'log) vi.J& F
belong to---J& T, (k¥
carry ('keeri) wv.#HfiE
case (keis) n.1#3

catch one’s fancy F it L

side (said) ». Ui

simply ('simpli) adv (U, A&
suppose (sa 'pouz) u. R
/swoop (swup) vi. KIf

talk (tok) vi.i

try (trai) v.38H

whenever (hwen teva) conj. &4

10
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TRANETHELITE. SUYBARNIPOEEN, AEBBRLTE8. &
NERERSH, EETNNBRRNBORZREEMEXD A

FEASH, ENEHTESNNEBRES, E—BEZNFELBPL
HFEER—RE, FE5-—UEMADIZ Y LXF, BLOEYRREARWLDX
BEA BR B EZBERW, BRDTR, EEHTE S

ORENADHG, EEBRAEARMCHUNE, BREXTERL
WH—EWE, MINZXBEEENER. ENEERRERN-—ESK
2, 58FERRATHA. IREERFRNKRTE, REZRWIEWE,
EREABRSERE.

WER—OBEZTEAKETZNERSY, UBR-PHBER ADNIR
Ho ETHE, ABASFAZHARSREEES,

B R

1.did not prove (to be) a good husband Jf A UEW] it (i 4f 3L K (L #¢ . He proved (to be) a
liar fth JEOKJE S #7)  had love affairs with !5 4752545 3. heard of-+ Wi %, WFik
3-4.grew hot with rage & £ [ ¥  4.she simply scolded him i }1 )& 3¢ ™ ftt  5.take re-
venge gp_oﬂn"" i 6.who caught his ( = her husband’s) fancy ffifgh LR EXRMA  7.in
some cases = sometimes fi#f 8.An old Greek picture shows Zeus as an eagle- — I iy &1
Rz 0 2B - LUK 11, (while he was) flying overhead (4 fth) Kiffi [-%F 13-
14.were supposed to live # 1% N {F (& 14 - 15.a peak in the far north of -+ {EIL¥if) %
1114%  16.The finest (home) L5t 17.who was a daily host to--- #f H 1 4 &K fF -+
18.feasted on'-+ '£H], %2z 21.a delicious food X il 30 Ambrosia f][A]{.i%.  23.god of the
sun and of music i Aif L Apollo (¥ [ {115 .
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