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“I received your long and thoughtful letter on your decision to retire
from teaching, explaining your reasons for so doing. I read the letter with
sharply mixed feelings. Revealed in your words were all the qualities that
make you an inspiring teacher — your attention to rigorous thought and
analysis; the precise and detailed language you select to express the
nuances of your ideas; your passion about the importance of an intellectual
life; and your high expectations of students and the value of education. It
brought back to me the memories of my own experience in the first course
I took with you at Wisconsin. In that class, I learned the skills of analysis
involved in making an abstruse text yield up its secrets. I began to perceive
how a sympathetic engagement with a particular historical thinker’s
subjective approach to the world of ideas could be a key to understanding
wider currents in history and society. And I also recall the modeling you did
through your teaching: your personal decency and intellectual integrity;v
your passion about the enterprise of learning; your respect for the
individual personality; your conviction of the vital relevance of historical
voices to today’s issues; your constant awareness of the connection across
generations between scholars; your reverence and affection for your own
teachers; and the importance of taking a stance.” @
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