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Cixi City is located on the south bank of Hangzhou Bay, where is a fair
place tends to produce outstanding people and there is a long history and
brilliant culture. Cixi folk painting looks like an exotic flower of folk art
and the traditional folk soil at the eastern Zhejiang gives birth to it. In the
beginning of 1980s, it germinated and grew up in this beloved land. It is
saturated with sunshine. rain and dew of the reform and open policy of the
Party for tens years, With careful cultivation by leaders of different levels
and artistic experts of higher level, it grows more healthy and stronger and
the flower looks much bright-colored and beautiful. All modem peaple
who have affectionate feelings to the farming life could taste its beautiful
and fragrant in full bloom.

Cixi folk paintings are full of strong rural culture flavor and feature

\2g Id-making, bright and color, plamp composi-
tion and powerful decoration. Farmers are the main body of the painters

and they are saturated with profound feelings to the farming life in the
castern Zhejiang. Therefore, they use homely and genuine language to make
adetailed and vivid description on the colorful folk manners and customs.
By such folk paintings they express their commendation on labor and their
delight from harvest and give their expression to seek for a happy life and
brilliant future. With novel angle of view, romantic conceiving, harmoni-
expression,
the folk paintings fully show the unique charm of vigorous and popular
but tasteful folk art.

Cixi City is named by the Ministry of Culture as one of first batch
“Town of Modern Folk Painting in China™. The local cultural authority at
Cixi organizes the training and seminar on folk painting and lays stress on
the production of works of art. They actively recommend tie folk paint-

ous mould-making and simple and unadomed means of artisii.

ings o the world. Now a large number of outstanding painters and excel-
lent folk paintings with state prize have emerged at Cixi. In 2002, being an

international exchange project of Zhejiang Province, Cixi folk paintings

exhibition was held in New Zealand and some works of art have been
collected by Auckland City Museum. In recent years, the activities of
creation, exchange and exhibition of Cixi folk paintings become very lively
and a lot of works of art win honor in Europe, North America and Australia.
With the flavor of soil and the rain and dew of the times. this folk art
flower is blooming more brightly.

Deputy Mayor of Cixi Municipal People Government: Gong Jianchang
September 2006
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