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ABSTRACT

Nation — state, appeared in Europe in the late Middle Ages, had
become popular and mature in the bourgeoisie revolution. Linguistical-
ly, Nation and State are similar in meaning, signifying the same
thing. But there exist differences between the two concepts. Nation
implies nationality and culture of a country, while State possesses the
sense of the political aspect. The use of nation - state reveals a feature
of modern country — the unity of state power and national traits, and
the binding of the people’s interests to the state’s. Today, nation —
state is the most fundamental subject in the international political ac-
tivities and an eye — catching object in world history study.

There is a tradition that nation — state means nation and/or state.
However, a comprehensive observation of the building — up of the
British nation — state suggests that it is an insufficient -interpretation.
With an exploration of the formation and development of national lan-
guage and identification, governmental administration, state power
and territorial entity, this book traces out the building — up of the
British nation - state and its specialty. The formation of the British na-
tion — state takes a long course, in which England acts as the core. To

satisfy modern England capitalists, the English nation, having nation-
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al identification consciousness earlier, starts the recruitment of the
weak ones (the Wales, the Scottish, and the Irish) around by arms
and law, and the United Kingdom of Britain and Ireland thus comes
into being.

This book consists of three parts and seven chapters. The first
part is an introduction, a theoretical review of concerned concepts.
Traditional views of nation — state are mainly around three aspects:
class struggle, the structure of nationality, and the identity of national
culture. There is an inclination in the theoretical frame of studies on
British to crosswise observations on the European nation - states or the
political entity of England itself, and a systematic and full — scale his-
torical study of British, a complicated and huge political entity, is ig-
norant. Clearly, "nation — state" , the product of history, is a chan-
ging concept, and state sovereignty and constitutionalism are high-
lighted more than ever before. Therefore, this author, based on the
ready achievements, is to make a relatively comprehensive observation
of the British nation - state from views of politics and history in this
book.

The second part is on the formation of the core (modern Eng-
land) of the British. In Middle Ages England is carved up by two
splitting powers: the local and foreign forces (represented by the reli-
gious privilege) weakening the centralization of power. The latter is
much more powerful, and the confrontation and conflicts between the
throne and the Roman Catholic Church become the principal contra-
diction in the formation of modern England. Two vital problems were
settled down in Englands religious reform starting from 16305 specif-

ic national consciousness forged up and an independent English state



set up, which results in the driving out of the foreign power superior to
the state and the establishment of independent sovereignty, and which
strengthens the state internal and external functions. All of these safe-
guard the state interests at most.

The third part is on the territorial element, which is essential in
the building — up of the British. When modern England is setup, judi-
ciously and flexibly, the capitalists start the recruitment of the weak
nations around by annexation or subjugation. The first victim is
Wales, then Scotland and Ireland, and the British nation - state,
England the dominant, gives its birth.

In the construction of the British nation — state, modern England
is the core, and Wales, Scotland and Ireland the periphery. In late
16th century modern England was shaped, and the frame of the British
was fixed up during the same period. The signature of the three signif-
Treaty of Union (1536/1543) , Union of Act
(1707 ), Combination Act ( 1800)

icant proposed laws

marks the formation of the

British nation — state. In the course of the building — up of this nation
— state, the capitalists of England, in order to have their own interests
realized, take in the weak nations around by annexation or subjuga-
tion, which leads to continuous contradictions and conflicts between/
among the major nationality and minor nationalities within this nation
— state and disruptions for local or national independence witnessed in
a long period.

Today, in the context of globalization, the traditional base of sov-
ereignty and principle of legality of nation - state are facing a never —
met challenge, and the effect and role of the principle of state sover-

eignty in nation - state, and the formation and development of nation

_HO RIS 0N




GYBERIER

and nation — state once again fire a hot topic in humanities and sociol-
ogy. The present book is to point out the effect of the principle of state
sovereignty in advancing economics and social progress, keeping the
state security, and dealing with international relationships through a
case study of the formation of British nation — state by borrowing poli-

tics, history, lingual — culturology, and ethnology.

Keywords: Britain; Nation - state; Formation of Core
Part; Expansion of Periphery
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