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Preface

This 2000 edition of the ECC Handbook provides our
readers with the latest consensus recommendations from
the international Guidelines 2000 Conference on CPR
and Emergency Cardiovascular Care. The Guidelines
2000 Conference was sponsored by the American Heart
Association in collaboration with the International Liaison
Committee on Resuscitation (ILCOR). This edition also
includes recommendations from the 1999 Evidence Eval-
uation Conference and the 1999 consensus recommen-
dations of the American College of Cardiology/

American Heart Association Task Force on Practice
Guidelines (Committee on Management of Acute Myocar-
dial Infarction). We have added a number of new thera-
peutic agents, including new fibrinolytics, platelet
inhibitors, pressors, and antiarrhythmics. We have also
added several new topics, including toxicology, electrolyte
imbalances, and advanced airway support.

The material in this handbook was selected for its rele-
vance to patient care and its application to a quick-refer-
ence format. The success of the first edition of the hand-

book, published in 1993, confirmed the need for rapid ref-
erence information about emergency cardiovascular care.
New editions were published in 1997 and 1999 with new
information about acute ischemic stroke and acute
ischemic chest pain. This fourth edition of the Handbook
is based on the International Guidelines 2000. It also
incorporates additional material that will be included in the
2000 AHA textbooks for Basic Life Support for Healthcare
Providers, Pediatric Advanced Life Support, and
Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support and the American
Academy of Pediatrics/American Heart Association Text-
book of Neonatal Resuscitation.

For cardiac arrest, you strive to prevent when possible,
treat effectively when challenged, and support humanely
when death is imminent. In honor of your efforts we dedi-
cate this book.

Mary Fran Hazinski
Richard O. Cummins
John M. Field
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