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PrefacePreface

Knowledge of medical terminology is fundamental to a 
wide variety of health care fi elds. This book is designed 

to satisfy the basic learning requirements needed to practice 
in any health career setting. In the course of your training 
and future careers, you will need to learn thousands of new 
terms. The job might be overwhelming if not for learning 
the skills of dividing the words into their component parts. 
These roots, suffi xes, and prefi xes appear over and over 
in different terms but retain the same meanings. Knowing 
these meanings will help you defi ne and remember a host of 
words. This process is like using a set of building blocks to 
assemble different structures. Using a more scientifi c exam-
ple, it’s like using the four bases in DNA to code for all the 
amino acids needed to make proteins.

After the introductory sections, each chapter begins 
with an illustrated overview of a specifi c body system with 
defi nitions of the key terms related to that system. Tables 
of word parts and exercises on using them follow. Turning 
to the abnormal, a section on diseases and treatments is 
included, followed by defi nitions of relevant key terms. 
The section of supplementary terms includes words and 
phrases that are “good to know” if time allows or if some-
one is particularly interested in that specialty. The sequence 
of the systems chapters differs slightly from that found in 

traditional anatomy and physiology books. The organiza-
tion emphasizes their clinical importance, starting with the 
cardiovascular, respiratory, and digestive systems and con-
tinuing with systems treated in more specialized fi elds, such 
as the urinary, reproductive, and musculoskeletal systems. 
The chapters can be taken out of order once the introduc-
tory units are completed.

We have tried to make this book easy to use and full 
of reinforcing drills. We have also included many phonetic 
pronunciations so you can recognize technical terms when 
they are spoken and can comfortably use them yourself. 
The online student learning resources offer many additional 
activities and an audio glossary. Each chapter opens with a 
short case study. Some of the words and abbreviations in 
these studies will be unfamiliar at the start, but return to the 
opening study after you have completed the chapter, and 
hopefully, it should make more sense.

You are probably at the beginning of a long journey to 
gain accomplishment in your chosen fi eld. We hope that this 
book will aid you in that endeavor and provide a basis on 
which to build your career.

Barbara Cohen and Ann DePetris
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Medical Terminology: An Illustrated Guide, 7th edition, was created and developed to help 
you master the language of medicine. The tools and features in the text will help you work 
through the material presented. Please take a few moments to look through this User’s Guide, 
which will introduce you to the features that will enhance your learning experience.

Chapter Contents, Objectives, and Pretests
Chapter Opening Case Studies and 

Objectives help you identify learn-
ing goals and familiarize yourself with 
the materials covered in the chapter. 
Chapter Pretests quiz students on 
previous knowledge at the beginning 
of each chapter. Students should take 
each Chapter Pretest before starting the 
chapter and again after completing the 
chapter in order to measure progress.

iii

Detailed Illustrations
Illustrations: Detailed, full-color 
drawings and photographs illuminate 
the chapters. These include clinical 
photographs and tissue micrographs. 
The many fi gures amplify and clarify 
the text and are particularly helpful for 
visual learners.

User’s GuideUser’s Guide
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Feature Boxes
FEATURE BOXES CALL OUT IMPORTANT INFORMATION

For Your Reference boxes provide supplemental 
information for terms within a chapter.

Clinical Perspectives boxes focus on body pro-
cessing as well as techniques used in clinical settings.

Health Professions boxes focus on a variety of 
health careers, showing how the knowledge of med-
ical terminology is applied in real-world careers.

Focus on Words boxes provide historical or other 
interesting information on select terms within a 
chapter.
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Word Part Tables
DETAILED TABLES
Present roots, prefi xes, and suffi xes covered in each chapter in an easy-to-reference format 
(with examples of their use in medical terminology).

Word Part Knowledge aids in the learning and understanding of common terminology.

Exercises
Exercises are designed to test your knowledge before 
you move to the next learning topic that follows each 
table.

Term Tables
Key Terms include the most commonly used terms.
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Supplementary Terms list more specialized 
terms.

Abbreviations are listed for common terms.
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Chapter Review Exercises
Chapter Review Exercises are designed to test your knowledge of the chapter material and 
appear at the end of each chapter.

Case Studies and Case Study Questions
Case Studies and Case Study Questions in every chapter present terminology in the 
context of a medical report. These are an excellent review tool as they test your cumulative 
knowledge of medical terminology, and put terminology into a real-world context.
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Flashcard Starter Set
More than 100 fl ashcards are included at the back of the text. Add to this collection with your 
own cards as you work through the text (please be sure to see the Student Resources section for 
information on creating your own set of fl ashcards using the Flashcard Generator).

Student Resources and the PASSport to Success®
Different people learn in different ways. Some students learn by reading. Others take in new 
information by listening to their instructors. You may prefer to write down notes. A simple 
self-assessment can tell you whether you are a visual, auditory, or kinesthetic learner. When you 
understand the way that you process information most effectively, you can choose resources 
that fi t your learning style. The PASSport to Success® is a practical system that lets you learn 
faster, remember more, and achieve success.

GETTING STARTED WITH THE STUDENT RESOURCES 
AND THE PASSPORT TO SUCCESS®

PASSport to Success®
Your journey begins with your textbook, Medical Terminology: An Illustrated Guide, 7th edition. 
The textbook is fi lled with icons that guide you to resources and activities that are designed for 
your personal learning style.

Go to the pronunciation glossary on the 
Student Resources to hear these words 
pronounced.

Inside the front cover of your textbook, you will fi nd your personal access code. Use it to 
log on to thePoint—the companion Web site for this textbook. On the Web site, you can search 
and sort learning activities by learning style and choose the ones that will help you understand 
the material quickly and effi ciently.
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DISCOVER YOUR LEARNING STYLE!
If you like to study animations, illustrations, and diagrams, you may be a visual learner. If you 
like to sound out new words or discuss material with other students, you may be an auditory 
(hearing) learner. If you take a lot of notes during class and benefi t from hands-on learning 
activities, you are probably a kinesthetic (touch) learner.

Most people have both a primary and a secondary learning style—and the PASSport to 
Success® helps you identify both! Once you know how you learn best, you can choose learning 
activities that will help you master new material more effi ciently.

Discovering your learning style is easy—and fun! Here’s how to begin:

 1. Use your web browser to navigate to http://lww. mypowerlearning.com/login.isf.

 2. If this is the fi rst time you are visiting the MyPowerLearning Web site, enter your scratch-
off access code from the inside cover of this book into the “Access Code” box and click 
“Begin!”

 3. MyPowerLearning will send you an e-mail with your username and password you will 
use to log in to MyPowerLearning and complete your Learning Style Assessment (Don’t 
worry—There are no wrong answers!).

 4. Print and read your own personal learning styles report to better understand how to study 
most effectively and effi ciently.

Once you know your own personal learning style, access thePoint.lww.com/Cohen7e on 
thePoint—the companion Web site for Medical Terminology: An Illustrated Guide, 7th Edition, 
which will allow you to search and sort PASSport to Success® activities by learning style to 
choose the most effective way for you to learn the material. Resources and activities available 
to students include the following:

 ■ Multiple choice, true–false, and fi ll-in-the 
blank questions

 ■ Categories

 ■ Listen & Label and Look & Label

 ■ Word Building

 ■ Zooming In

 ■ Pronounce It

 ■ Spell It

 ■ Sound It

 ■ Hangman

 ■ Crossword Puzzles

 ■ Quiz Show

 ■ Concentration

 ■ Case Studies and Case Study Questions

 ■ Dictionary and Audio Glossary 
application

 ■ Flashcards and Flashcard Generator 
applications

 ■ Animations

 ■ Audio Drills (which allow for chapter 
audio fi les to be downloaded as MP3 
fi les)

 ■ Chapter Quizzes
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PrepU: An Integrated Adaptive Learning Solution
PrepU, Lippincott’s adaptive learning system, is an integral component of Medical Terminology: 
An Illustrated Guide.

PrepU uses repetitive and adaptive quizzing to build mastery of medical terminology concepts, 
helping students to learn more while giving instructors the data they need to monitor each stu-
dent’s progress, strengths, and weaknesses. The hundreds of questions in PrepU offer students 
the chance to drill themselves on medical terminology and support their review and retention 
of the information they’ve learned. Each question not only provides an explanation for the 
correct answer, but also references the text page for the student to review the source material. 
PrepU for Medical Terminology challenges students with questions and activities that coincide 
with the materials they’ve learned in the text and gives students a proven tool to learn medical 
terminology more effectively. For instructors, PrepU provides tools to identify areas and topics 
of student misconception; instructors can use these rich course data to assess students’ learning 
and better target their in-class activities and discussions, while collecting data that are useful 
for accreditation.
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A learning experience individualized to each student. An adaptive learning engine, 
PrepU offers questions customized for each student’s level of understanding, challenging stu-
dents at an appropriate pace and diffi culty level, while dispelling common misconceptions. As 
students review and master PrepU’s questions, the system automatically increases the diffi culty 
of questions, effectively driving student understanding of medical terminology to a mastery 
level. PrepU not only helps students to improve their knowledge, but also helps foster their 
test-taking confi dence.

PrepU works! PrepU works, and not just because we say so. PrepU effi cacy is backed by 
data:

 1. In an introductory nursing course at Central Carolina Technical College, student course 
outcomes were positively associated with PrepU usage. The students who answered the 
most PrepU questions in the class also had the best overall course grades.

 2. In a randomized, controlled study at UCLA, students using PrepU (for biology) achieved 
62 percent higher learning gains than those who did not.

To see a video explanation of PrepU, go to http://download.lww.com/wolterskluwer_ 
vitalstream_com/mktg/prepuvid/prepupromo01.html.
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