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Preface

As China’s economic development continues to progress on such an impressive scale,
the number of students who have developed an interest in studying the Chinese language has
also gradually increased. These students include those who remain for six months or longer to
partake in the long-term Chinese language programs, as well as short-term students who
attend the courses for four, six, or even eight weeks. In recent years we have witnessed a rapid
increase for those in the latter category.

At present, teaching materials for those enrolled in the short-term Chinese language
program remain abundant. However, the number, variety and quality of these materials are not
sufficient in maximizing the learning potential of the students. Of greatest concern is the lack
of consistency between the materials used to teach various language skills; oftentimes, there
is a vast difference between what various teachers define as the most effective means of
education. This has greatly impacted the degree of efficiency when teaching. Furthermore, the
amount of content within the materials and the level of difficulty of the short-term Chinese
language program have not adequately accommodated for factors prone to variation, such as
the in-class arrangements, teaching hours, current level of the students and their learning
needs. In view of this, we have compiled a brand new collection of teaching materials, the
“Meeting China” series.

I . Background to the Creation of “Meeting China”

In 1997, the foundations for the materials of the “Meeting China” series (catering for
elementary, intermediate and advanced levels) were compiled and established.

This original “Meeting China” series aimed to teach comprehensive language skills.
As a result of the demands of the time, the series gained such immense popularity it became
renowned in the world of education, and is still widely used today. However, the nature of
language education is one that forever progresses; there is a constant need to update materials
and enrich course content according to new ideas and research results, as well as the defining
characteristics of the time.

In March 2008, Peking University Press and the author of the original “ Meeting
China” held a symposium regarding the short-term Chinese language program courses, with
a particular focus on the holiday courses. Consultations about the new teaching requirements
and ideas for teaching materials were also made. These meetings were to serve as the prelude
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to preparing the new edition of “Meeting China” . Aside from the author of the preserved
portion of the original materials, those who wrote the new materials are at the forefront of the
School of Chinese as a Second Language at Peking University. Our aim is to advance with the
times and broaden our horizons, while simultaneously preserving the remarkable foundations
as established by the original teaching materials. In this way, we will transcend the original
framework, following a new teaching philosophy to successfully compile a revolutionary set
of teaching materials that adapt to the uniqueness of the current short-term language classes.

II. Content and Suggestions for Teaching

This set of teaching materials is comprised of a total of 8 volumes divided into two series
of Comprehensive Chinese and Spoken Chinese books. Every series includes basic, elementary,
intermediate and advanced levels; identical levels of comprehensive Chinese and spoken
Chinese have complementary content in terms of vocabulary, grammar, topics etc.

Every book requires approximately 40-60 in-class teaching hours; this is suitable for
teaching those in the full-time short-term courses, as well as those in courses of longer
duration. Based on such factors as the number of learning hours required by the short-term
language course students, the greater number of hours dedicated to extra-curricular activities,
and insufficient time allocated to previewing and reviewing class material, we recommend the
following lesson plan:

1. Texts: Every book contains 12 lessons; we suggest that each lesson is taught within 4
class hours so that one lesson is completed every two classes. The basic and elementary stages
of the Comprehensive Chinese series focus on dialogue and discourse, while the intermediate
and advanced stages simply focus on discourse. Intermediate stages and below in the Spoken
Chinese series include the importance of context and functional integration; the texts of
advanced stages also include a combination of topics and situations.

2. Vocabulary: Basic level books of the Comprehensive Chinese series contain an equal
number of 15 new vocabulary items in each lesson, while advanced level books contain 30 in
each lesson. Books of the corresponding levels in the Spoken Chinese series have approximately
5 less new vocabulary items. Generally speaking, every book will see the students increasing
their vocabulary by approximately 300 to 700 words. The number of overlapping vocabulary
items between each successive level does not exceed one third. The vocabulary items were
chosen based mainly on the Outline of Chinese Vocabulary and Chinese Characters Level;
this selection was also based on recent statistics which revealed the words most frequently
used by short-term language program students in their daily lives. If there are new items that
are not explained in the text, the teacher is free to adapt to the demands of the situation and
supplement the lesson.
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3. Grammar points: The Comprehensive Chinese series contain 1-2 to 4-5 grammar
points each lesson. Those in the Spoken Chinese series are presented via practising sentence
formation, where every lesson includes at most 5 points. All grammar points are accompanied
by an English translation.

4. Practice: The new vocabulary items, texts, grammar points of each lesson are followed
by suitable exercises and concluded with comprehensive practice exercises that reinforce the
content that was taught. Through these practice exercises, teachers can highlight which
aspects to master; comprehensive practice exercises will further consolidate the increased
proficiency of the students. Forms of practice are mainly task-based, highlighting the importance
of communication in situations beyond the classroom context. The appropriateness of these
activities may be determined by the teacher.

Ill. The Main Features

1. Systematic

Comprehensive Chinese and Spoken Chinese books are complementary. Not only can
each be taught in a series, but also collaboratively. Levels and subdivisions satisfy the needs of
different teaching styles and make separating classes easier. In regards to the teaching materials,
whether it is the amount of new vocabulary words or the length of the texts, it is possible to
achieve a natural integration into daily life, ensuring students do not try to avoid studying and
facilitating continuous learning.

2. Targeted

Topics will be determined by the results of a questionnaire, selected based on the
students’ needs and interests. Text and dialogue are top priority. They focus on vocabulary
and grammar, reflecting the special demands of short-term learning.

3. Functionality

Topics, vocabulary words, and grammar points are most commonly discussed in class
and can be used for everyday communication. It is important to know the clear and concise
function of the vocabulary words and grammar patterns rather than have a deep and thorough
categorization.

4. Put into practice

Selected topics and situations come from real life scenarios. The text layout is based on
dialogues that highlight the practicality of the text and integrate with real life, so students
apply what they have learned.

5. Interesting

In addition to the dialogues written in the teaching materials, the selection of written
materials, and the considerations of life, knowledge, breadth, and readability, we have made
an effort to incorporate fun and lively conversations into the learning materials, making the




texts as rich and varied as possible, in order to stimulate the students’ interest. In addition to
emphasizing communicative practice, there are a number of interesting games, so learning the
materials will be as interesting as possible.

Liu Yuanman and Yang Defeng made the overall design for the teaching materials. They
write programs designed to develop new writing styles and formats and coordinate closely
with the compilers. Yang Defeng drafted the comprehensive series while Liu Yuanman
drafted the spoken series. '

Our textbooks have been a part of Peking University’s arsenal for generalized subject
courses. Liu Yuanman is responsible for setting up the project regarding the teaching materials,
and for formulating the condition of service questionnaire for teachers and students. During
the preparation process, the entire team worked in a pleasant and efficient atmosphere,
collaborating with each other to achieve their original design. In addition, Wang Yu organized
several survey projects while Wang Wenlong organized notes from their meetings, calculated
the results of the questionnaires. During the textbooks’ trial process, they contacted the printing
company to ensure normal usage of the teaching materials. Their work is tedious, complex,
and essential to the production of this textbook.

In addition, I would like to thank the director of Peking University Press Shen Puna,
and Song Liwen, Sun Xian, Shen Lan, Jia Hongjie, and other editors who, during the
designing, writing and publishing process, participated in discussions, and made many
valuable suggestions. I would also like to thank Wang Yan and Zhao Qianxin, who translated
this volumn. My sincere thanks is extended to Huang Hongyu (The United States Military
Academy at West Point), who revised the English translation.

From June 2009, Peking University used this set of materials on a trial basis during the
spring, summer quarters several times. After adjusting and modifying the material according
to professors’ and students” feedback, this set of materials was used twice more during the
summer and spring quarters. After a year of polishing the material, it is finally ready for
publication. We hope that the publication of this set of materials will provide the educators a
choice in teaching materials. Writing textbooks is a systematic process. Even though we put in
a lot of hard work, we still have regrets. We gladly welcome suggestions from anyone using
the series, so we may make improvements and perfect the materials.

Compilers
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