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Introduction to Chinese Characters
XEFARTUT

A brief history of Chinese characters ((RE=RREN):

1. The precusor of Chinese writing system ;X FHJ#2 I )
In the last 50 or so years, inscriptions have been found on pottery dating to 3000-4000

BC in a variety of locations in China. The origin of Chinese characters may exist in these
simple marks that contain pictorial elements. -2 {20 LIk, [E 45 HIARGR ) + 7 — 2
STUHT = TAEZFT P TAERI B 8%, FA ZIESr, DUF IR B SR AT BRI 7E X et Ay
P I e ol ) TR A5 R

5 LA
Geometric marks found on pottery unearthed from the Yangshao
> * culture sites of Banpo (4700—3600 BC).
b 30 0 o (e 4004 S 36004 LR
I LIE 3.
Ayt E e

ﬂ' -w @ Five figures found on pottery unearthed at the Dawenkou culture
sites (2800—2500 BC).
B SCAkag hk (7 TG RT 2800 4F 2 Hij 2500 4F ) tH + (1 M 2% F
¥ A ESR.

2. The evolution of Chinese characters from ancient forms into modern form (;X = A&
B SHET)

The oldest Chinese inscriptions that are indisputably writing are the oracle bone
jid gu wén

script ( B ‘B 3C; literally “shell-bone-script” ) which developed in the Shang Dynasty
(1200-1050 BC). A few other scripts thrived after the Oracle bone script, of which the
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Ii shu

clerical script (33) in Han Dynasty (206 BC to 220 AD) has set the foundation for the
the standard script (%%‘J ). The number and
forms of common characters were gradually fixed in Han Dynasty, therefore Chinese
people nowadays can read most of the characters since Han Dynasty. i i€ JC %€ 1 & i %
DU R (A TTHT 1200 4F 2/ 1050 4F) B B3, BifS XA LRt 3L, il
FROATTHT 206 4F /A7 220 4F ) IR 45 4 5 R I FIE R ——HE BBE T 50, A
DU BRI B DUARE T ok, BRI Hh AT LUAEUR B LA G
PN 15 g
)
; ‘X

the dominant modern Chinese script

7

Shang Dynasty oracle bone script on ox scapula.

ZIfEAE IR I _E R R A 3.

moon carriage horse
Oracle bone script (ca. 1200—1050 BC) & X

Bronze script (ca. 1200—256 BC) %154 3C

Clerical script (ca. 221BC—220 AD)R 5

o 0 o 0 0 E

3
% Seal script (ca. 221—206 BC) %43
%

Standard script (since ca. 151AD)#& 4

(A L ARSI 4R T AH)

__ Formation of Chinese characters GREHFAREN):
xiangxing zi
A. Pictographs(% 7 =) (4% of Chinese characters 2 5 XFE2HEHZ M)
Characters in this class derive from pictures. They have been standardized,
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simplified, and stylized to make them easier to write, and their derivation is therefore not
always obvious. RIEFU H E i , {H ¥ E E F LR EFE—UETHE, Fik
BEZFOEEASMBIT AT,

rn yue mu hud rén

Examples: H . H K.k A

S

sun moon tree fire person

zhishi zi
B. Ideographs(#§5=) (a small catergory #{E7R/)):
These characters either modify existing pictographs iconically, or are direct iconic

illustrations. 5 A KEELILT LN ERBEFFSHBH T, AN HERERRN S

shang xid bén mo rén

Examples: . F .4~ K. 7]

= 0= ..I'J: .t~/)¥sh_°£9 |

L up .

e oEe
. Fdowm. =

)
.'l
-
Zﬁ*'

Bén . mu -
A A Fooo (by adding a line at the root part of &)

m e
R & X end (by adding a line at one branch of &)

71 blade (by adding a dot at the blade of JJ)
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C. Ideographic compounds (£ &) (13% of Chinese characters 2 § X F 28BS 2

+== )2

hui yi zi

These characters symbolically combine pictographs or ideographs to create a third

character. 2B W I F 545 H FH A AR BT+

xil ming lin ming zai

Examples: $K \BH #K 15 9K

G, rén mu xia 2
A person + K tree K to rest (a person rests against a tree)
] yue ming
H sun + H moon BH bright (sun and moon are the brightest)
mu mu Iin
K tree + K tree K forest (a forest has more than one tree)
kdu nido ming
1 mouth + % bird % (birds) to cry (birds cry with their beaks)
midn * hud zdi
0 ~house + K fire K disaster (house on fire is a disaster) )
xingshéng zi

D. Pictophonetic compounds (f% 7= =) (82% of Chinese characters £ &5 X F 2 ¥ B 5

ZzZ)\+):

They are composed of two parts: one of a limited set of pictographs, often graphically

Rushou
simplified (called #F & radical), which suggests the general meaning of the character, and

shéngpdng

an existing character (called 7 5% sound part) pronounced exactly or approximately the
same as the new target character. — PP FH WM EAHR . —DE AR E , &

[ 5E , AR 7ok BRI, HE R BT

%%¢%m{%?%$é~/l\ﬁ3?f P 55 I R XA 7R A R A

Examples: 13 .f% 45 A5

AR S 75— IR A 5%

f
Radicals

nd
shi
chéng

kéu

ma

i female

= mouth

Sound part Pictophonetic compounds
ma

\ L / 1% mother

> ma
a sone - /- - i code, number
[ \ ma

ma yi

2} insect — | ’ﬂ? ;\\* 19 used in #34Y (ant)

question particle

5 means “horse”, but in the above examples, only its pronunciation “md” is related
with the new pictophonetic compounds.

4
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E. Other catergories Eftt #3773\ (very small catergories H{ER /) ):
There are two other catergories which are very small and therefore not introduced

here. 73 ANAAE IR F 52, JB T X PRI EE D A4 .

How to write the characters (A HTNZFE):

1. Basic strokes (EA%£H ):

héng |~— 10 pié /

héng zhé ’ 11 A pi& zhé Z
héng gou 14 12 & pié didn k

-
s | T hengpie TN
!
|
|
L.
L

13

shu 14 9 dian

shu gou 15 ti

shu ti 1/ 16

&
shu zhé L 17 K Xié gou \
D

shu wan L. 18

wan gou J

wO gou |\ )
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2. Rules of stroke orders in general (EZ £ ) :
1) From top to bottom (M FF|TF):

— - -
- -

2) From le_f’t—to right (\NAFA):
7 N\
3) Horizontal before vertical (565 % ):

4) Middle before sides (F&H[a])5 Hii1):
I

5) From outside to inside (5&4MNE A ):

) ITA A

6) Inside before sealing the box (&g NHEET):
\ v
7) Box before the cutting stroke (e EHEFHE FFdHER B2 ):

\ r‘rc:r\:*:

8) Cutting stroke before the last horizontal stroke (/oA 5 B &5 — %L ):

~=3F

3. Make it a try—writing the numbers (iX 5+ ¥ ):

——_ =9 Ff

yl one er two san three si  four wl five
V

J
liu six gr seven ba eight jiu  nine
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How to input the characters on your computer (21{]1§:R

SiRABEE):

If you feel writing Chinese characters with a pen is hard, try inputting them using your
computer keyboard and printing them out. 2R GEFFHE S IUFIR B, w228 HH o I £
KU A PR FAT BRI

To add Keyboard/Input Method Editor (IME) in Win XP, see: {lIfa[ £ Win XP "1 &5 il
AL

http://www.microsoft.com/globaldev/handson/user/xpintlsupp.mspx#E4

When the Microsoft Pinyin IME is added, you will find it in the language bar at the
right bottom corner of the screen as shown below. Pt 5 it AL IR NNEF TG , 2316 HLU I B 45
A ARE S A B (R ED

| Microsoft

pinyin IME

To input Chinese characters or words, simply type their pronunciations. Here are some
examples. ZH ADUFEDUH T , AA A ENTMPHE . BAAE 7 I0LHE,
ren
TAENT - sk 6B 7] 8T 9§) b

shenme
L 2F 35 4 @ 6B TH o3 9E ()

iiaotongdaxue.
1NEAE 0B JEUE 4% SE e TE < »
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Choose the characters or words below their pinyin and the input is completed. %A J5 ZE#¢
PEE T 7k AR HE /R EL R BRE AT LA T
Similar method can be used on your mobile phone if it supports Chinese input. 415 4/R

A FHLSFFDCF A, VR AT ARSI S AR AEFHL P R AT o

. Written versus printed forms (REFFE IENRIK):

Problems of character identification may result from the fact that printed forms

sometimes differ from the handwritten forms that are usually learned first. The examples
hai

below show various handwritten and printed forms of the same character if. %A= 2= I B

TEAESE2A T 5 i M EN R A I AT 5 AR AR R, PRIECTE R BRI o 755 i
ATREAAR AT AT . PHEER 7T R &R 5 E B A R BRI A o

gi.li. ZZ: These are various handwritten forms from standard to cursive.jX £t |
RAFTFEREE, A TAR, |

i These are the most used printed forms. X 2652 Fc % F R ENRIA .

B2 < 3 These printed forms have characteristics of handwriting with brush

b pen (or calligraphy). X ELEIRI AN A £ EF 5L FAFIE, J

The printed form in the box is the closest to the handwritten form with a pen and
therefore appears in the writing exercises in this book. _I i 77 HE H 1 E il {4 (A8 44 ) Fi i 22
Pk F B iR, AR b BT 1S D725 TR ARR AT Al A

Traditional characters & simplified characters (R &% 30
8 R=F):

Traditional Chinese characters ( %éi%) and simplified Chinese characters ( Jf%]{ltili%)
refer to the two standard sets of Chinese characters. Z{A 2 Fl & 1K 743 51| 8 I B P B b
HEFIA

Traditional Chinese characters have been used throughout the Chinese history and now

are officially used in the following districts of China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau, and are
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most commonly used in overseas Chinese communities other than Singapore and Malaysia.
FRF R B E A BRI D ER G AU R M X R
B SR PE AN R ZHGFIME AL

Simplified Chinese characters, which were derived from traditional Chinese characters
and introduced by the government of the People’ s Republic of China in the 1950s, are used
in mainland China, Singapore and Malaysia in official publications. fa] {4 /& M Z A+ {71k
TSR A, B AP A A R N [ BURFAE 20 148 50 4R IF3RM8 S8 , BRAZEAE b [ K Bfi@ A
TIN5 A PU A B 5 R B o

traditional simplified
=531 i carriage
th H China

(A EV VI ASZHELET gL TH)

Making flash cards (§l{EFK):

Using flash cards is an effective method to memorize Chinese characters. {#i F I F &
R R F W) — B O
Why not make some by yourself ? A sample card is shown below.

KAWL F R AR Fi2—KEFR,

O O

nine

Side A 1ETH Side B S A

10
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Unit 1

| New radicals and characters (285N =E):

rén person radical form (when appearing
at the left side of a character)
danrénpang
ﬁi name: L A\ 5%
é " 1 R
| (‘
ni  you ta he

me

men plural suffix, e.g. fifi1(they) shén used in {4 (what)



