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Synopsis

This book is intended as an investigation of the tense relationships in finite
hypotactic clause complexes mainly from the perspective of Systemic Functional
Grammar. It attempts to offer an alternative account of the original point of view
of tense within the framework of Systemic Functional Grammar and to expand it to
the description of the tense relationships in finite hypotactic clause complexes.
The overall aim is to develop a coherent theoretical framework, which is meant to
deal with the tense phenomena not only in independent clauses but also in finite
hypotactic clause complexes. ,

The opening chapter situates the work as a contribution to the study of tense,
formulates a set of aims and raises relevant questions for the research. Chapter 2
offers an overview of previous studies on tense from two lines, i. e. logic and
linguistics. "The first part of this chapter sketches theories on tense logic and
presents a brief survey of tense models in linguistics that have been particularly
influential to the development of the notion of tense. The second part outlines
different hypotheses that concern the tense phenomena in finite hypotactic clause
complexes — especially in clause complexes in projection. Chapters 3 and 4 are
an attempt to provide a more coherent notion of tense. In these two chapters we
elaborate further on the original view of tense within the framework of Systemic
Functional Grammar and bring some significant modifications to it. The purpose of
Chapter 3 is to clarify the definition of tense. In this book tense is defined as a
grammatical resource for construing chains of the temporal relationships between
pairs of times indicated in the clause. The purpose of Chapter 4 is to uplift tense
from the group rank to the clause rank. Our central argument with reference to the
grammatical rank issue of tense is that any specific tense — primary or
secondary — is an operator and that it is located at the clause rank. Conditioned
on this account, the remainder of the book goes further into the tense system
which concerns the relationships between tenses in finite hypotactic clause
complexes. Chapter 5 explores temporal dependence in finite hypotactic clause
complexes. It is found that this phenomenon also involves two basic principles and
that it can be explained by the reference time modifying rule as well and in some
cases by the reference time perspective preserving rule in addition but that the
realization of the (first) secondary tense is different from that within a tense
series. In Chapter 6 we investigate temporal independence in finite hypotactic
clause complexes and propose that it can be accounted for by the reference time
shifting rule. The scrutinization of such finite hypotactic clause complexes shows
that temporal independence may be restricted by the present time as the
reference point, that it may be triggered by temporal circumstantial elements or
by temporal conjunctions, that it may result from cultural context and that it may .
be restricted by the types of finite hypotactic clause complexes. Chapter 7
discusses some implications of the account of the tense phenomena in finite

vii
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hypotactic clause complexes for the tense framework developed in this book more
generally and examines whether or not the framework is better suited to deal with
tense than other tense models. The discussion of both temporal dependence and
independence from the position of tense logic points to the conclusion that tenses
are operators on the one hand and deictic on the other. In comparison with other
tense models, the description of the tense phenomena in finite hypotactic clause
complexes from the perspective of Systemic Functional Grammar seems to
achieve a large generalization and a wide applicability. The last chapter presents
a summary of the book as well as some suggestions for future research.

Throughout the book we have tried to demonstrate that the attempt to offer an
alternative account of the original view of tense within Systemic Functional
Grammar is necessary and that a study of the tense relationships between clauses
in finite hypotactic clause complexes from meaning to form is feasible. The
present study shows that the framework proposed in the book is coherent and
powerful in explaining various natural tenses.
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Notational Conventions

X
a{ if a, then either xory

y

-1
a— if a, then both either x or y and, independently, either m or n

i

n
a m
}[ if either a or b, then either m or n

b n
a primary tense
B secondary tense
Y tertiary tense
0 quaternary tense
€ quinary tense
— past tense
0 present tense
+ future tense

Xiv
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