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Owing to the development of technology and materials, structures and skins can be combined in a variety

of organistic ways rather than individually. In contemporary architecture, such various ways of organistic
combinations are represented in diverse tectonics, allowing architects to realize their own ideas.

The 60 story Earth - Mark Tower was formed in such a way that its structured, acrodynamic skin wraps
around its core mass - divided into 12 story units - in a geometric pattern, literally integrating the skin into the
mass. The skin reveals its internal structure naturally, as if a well - fitting single piece was featuring the body
line in a fluid mannerly. The relationship between the patterned dynamic skin and the structure is repeated
similarly in the O - 14 Building designed by RUR Architecture. Such a way of organistic combination between
structure and skin of the tower type building creates a light but dynamic sense of visuality.

The aesthetics of the structure skin is also apparent in the Mensa Karlsruhe. Here, the structure becomes
the facade, smoothly flowing inside smoothly to become walls and floors. Such a continuous structure links the

exterior of the restaurant with its interior. When eating meals inside, the students can feel the outside; when they
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are outdoors, they can feel their space shared with the indoors. As a result, the restaurant will become a new
space on campus.

In consideration of site conditions and building functions, Dance Center in Aix en Provence required an
indoor space without columns or walls. Thus, the vertical load was transferred to the skin to enable the structure
to unite with the skin in a natural way. The resultant formal aesthetics is evident on the facade, which becomes a
skin with atypical patterns. Hence, the spatial aesthetics are rendered inside the building, allowing users’ visual
communication between the inside and outside.

The effects created in the space by both structure and skin appear somewhat differently in the synagogue
in Munchen, where the seemingly light upper part involves an iron frame, metal net, and glass supporting one
another. The Jewish Center, open to the sky with its multi-layered skins integrated into the lightweight structure,
creates an open space, while the geometric pattern produced by the iron frame and metal net renders a sense of

mystique indoors. By JungHa Bae
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Fashion Mall in Stuttgart
2 B 045 B i a5

Barkow Leibinger Architects

Located in Stuttgart’s Killesberg, near the historical Weisenhofsiedlung from the 20’s, Barkow Leibinger
has won an invited competition for a 16,000m” “Fashion Mall” for Franz Furst, a wholesale center for fashion
retailing, to be completed in 2009. Conceived as the first step in a master plan to replace the old Stuttgart Trade
Fair the city and client look for new programs to activate this now desolate corner of Stuttgart. Constructed in
the immediate context of a former stone quarry the building is an extension and completion of the “Rote Wand”,
the red sandstone wall which defines the space of the old quarry. As a new building model and programmatic
type (replacing the old buildings of the Stuttgart trade fair) the building mediates between the hard edge of the
street front and the soft edges of a park side. The form of the building is defined by a series of scalloped surfaces
which define at three different scaled spaces adjacent to the building: the square of the Brenz Church to the
east, an amphitheater / park to the south and the Park vor der Roten Wand to the West. The scalloped forms act
as a continuation of the serpentine wall of the quarry and create a series of urban park-spaces which link with
Stuttgart’s “Grune Fuge” a series of continuous urban parks. The hard - edged facade to the north aligns with the
entrance street. The folded roof-form, at once regional / vernacular is green and acts as an extension of the rim
of the landscape / quarry. It is a form both new (in the scale of a large building) and familiar to the gable-roofed
houses and churches nearby.

The organization of the 3 to 4 story building on a sloping site (like a cat - walk) consists of two linear
bars that are connected by a central atriums that provides light, air and atmosphere through large openings
extending to the perforated / skylight roof. Two lobbies at either prominent street - corner offer entrances for the
Premiere and Mainstream brands. At the split - level ground floor restaurants, shops and a public passage, which
allows public access through the building, complement lobbies. The wholesale shops are located above and are
accessed through the lobbies. The six cores of the building are complemented by six loggia / winter gardens,
which contribute to a sustainable energy concept. The interior spaces are material of fact and flexible allowing
divisions of space as needed per wholesale brand. Contributing to this concept is a simple and redundant
concrete pre-cast system of columns and hollow-plank floor slabs, a system built over an underground parking
structure.

The slatted facade is conceived of as a soft textile wrapper, the twisted coreten steel fins resembling
threads. When seen frontally the facade is light and transparent. When seen oblique it is opaque and solid
helping further to mediate between a building and a landscape.
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Architect : Barkow Leibinger Architects
Competition project team : Markus
Bonauer, Martina Bauer, Philipp Heydel,
Dominik Mohs, Constanze Stark, Gabriel
Tamez, Jens Wessel (Model), Adrian Konig
(Visualisierung)

Cost planning : Gassmann + Grossmann
Structure : Schlaich Bergermann and
Partner

Mechanical : Erik Willner

Fire savety : Peter Stanek

Landscape : Buro Kiefer, Tancredi Capatti
Program : Showrooms, Offices, Conference
rooms, Lobby for the reception of 200
people, Restaurant, Lounge, Underground

g
Client : Furst Developments
Location : Stutt§a.rt, Killesberg, Germany
Size : 16,000m
Competition : 2007. 5
Completion : 2009

FHIH: Barkow Leibinger Architects
i1t HPL: Markus Bonauer,Martina
Bauer, Philipp Heydel, Dominik
Mohs,Constanze Stark, Gabriel Tamez,
Jens Wessel (#5%! ), Adrian Konig( 8K )
. Gassmann+Grossmann

4549 Schlaich Bergermann and Partner
YR . Erik Willner

Bh: Peter Stanek

#|M: Buro Kiefer, Tancredi Capatti
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BH@ER: 16 000m’

SEAREM: 2007.5
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