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Abstract

Most of the researches on Late Ming Xiaopin focus on
contents, which discuss humanity liberation by paying attention
to individual feelings. However, such researches are relatively
simple. My thesis studies Late Ming Xiaopin’s characters from
the viewpoint of style through the form corresponding to the
content to make up for the deficiency. Style refers to a special
form or criterion, which is not the type of literature, but the
character of the works. By analysing the style of prose, we try
to find how Late Ming Xiaopin expresses itself, what kind of
language principles it follows in order to study the characters
in a concrete and deep way.

The research is done in following aspects:

Firstly, we discuss Late Ming Xiaopin’s style characteristics
in historical context. Late Ming Xiaopin surpassed traditional
and dominant style criterion of Classical Prose delegated by
Tang and Song. It is the historical style basis of Wusi
Colloquialism. ~ Dominating in the essay, Classical Prose
delegated by Tang and Song limited feeling expression and
held back the development of the essay. Late Ming Xiaopin
got rid of the fetters of style from Classical Prose delegated by

Tang and Song and the authors may express their feelings
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freely. Therefore, it originated Wusi Colloquialism. According to
such comparison, we discuss the historical value of Late Ming
Xiaopin, - and give an example of how Chinese literature
evolved from antiquity to modern times.

Secondly,we expound Late Ming Xiaopin’s style characteristics
from language, image and structure. Language is basis of style.
Image is the core. Structure /is superior.

We  study the language of Late Ming Xiaopin from its
order and usage to grasp its organization and individuation.
The use of spoken language in Late' Ming Xiaopin was a
liberation of style, which got rid of the sentence rhythm and
word usage of Classical Prose delegated by Tang and Song.
Late Ming Xiaopin’s language has natural language rhythm,
ordinary grammatical and logical order. It expresses author’s
feeling by free words and changeable ‘words’ meaning. It has
literary  characteristics too, which includes multi-dimensional
order, individual words, and imaginal words’ meaning. The
language innovation of Late Ming Xiaopin influenced Wusi
Colloquialism Essay.

The analysis of the image of Late Ming Xiaopin focuses
on its composing. We classify it into three categories: scenic
image,  behavioural image and metaphorical image. = Scenic
image is decomposed particularly, depicted individually, and
combined as a whole. Behavioural image contains real affairs,
detail depiction and affective combination. Metaphorical image
is composed of metaphorical image, personifiable image and

sense communicable image. The image of Late Ming Xiaopin,
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which exploited the feeling space, upgraded greatly the
emotional expression of ancient prose, and became the
historical basis of Wusi Colloquialism Essay’s literary
development.

We study the whole structural characteristics of Late Ming
Xiaopin from its order and combination. The varied structural
order and multi-dimensional field of structure combination
make Late Ming Xiaopin surpass the structural mode of
Classical Prose delegated by Tang and Song and express
abundant feeling. It is consistent with the freedom of Wusi
Colloquialism Essay’s structure.

Thirdly, = we analyse the processes of Xiaopin style
innovation, including tool language innovation, comic style
creation and individual aesthetic feeling expression.  They
express real, exaggerated and transcendental individuality
respectively, and form the individual characteristics of Late
Ming Xiaopin’s style.

Although the tool language innovation is the basic form to
express feelings, it broke away from the Classical Prose’s style
criterion delegated by Tang and Song and made individuality
truly exhibit. It is different from the innovatory way of the
returning to the ancients. It is so vivid and extensive that it
develops more space for literary language creation.

Comic style innovation is transitional. It exists in each
level and is composed of comic language, comic behavior,
comic scene, and comic structure. In comic style, individual

selection is stood out by unfettered laugh. The style overthrew
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traditional. solemnity of Classical Prose delegated by Tang and
Song, and became the basis of new vigorous style. Comic style
also need language organization, SO it is consistent with
aesthetic feeling’s expression.

The style for individual aesthetic feeling was founded on
tool language innovation, and communicated with comic style
innovation. Its uniqueness increased from language to image,
and then to structure. In the end, it forms transcendental
individual expression, which is different from truth and
exaggeration, and can infect readers affectionately. Late Ming
Xiaopin shows its final individual degree at this layer of style
innovation.

The style innovation of Wusi Colloquialism Prose is made
up of the same three levels as Late Ming Xiaopin.

Finally, by analysing historical process, we study the style
characteristics of Late Ming Xiaopin deeply. We research the
style innovation in the context of history,  which inherited
former prose and influenced the prose in Qing dynasty. The
evolvement of Late Ming Xiaopin can be divided into following
three phases: primary one, splendor one and transitional one.
Xiaopin evolved from open to convergent, from treasonable to
regressive. ~ The convergence also includes deepening and
regression includes rethinking. The wave can be attributed to
reflection of Qizi’s limitation, which lead to lighten the
surpassing ideal to Classical Prose delegated by Tang and
Song. Besides, some works ignored literary organization in the

process from natural language to literary language, and became



