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People in the story

MR A

Marvin: a thirteen-year-old schoolboy

Tyson: a bully at Marvin’s school

Grandad: Marvin’s grandad

Mum: Marvin’s mum

Headmaster: the man in charge of Marvin’s school

Robert: a new student at Marvin’s school
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BEFORE YOU READ

@ Look at the cover and the pictures in the first two
chapters. Answer the questions.
1 Who are the main characters (fi &) in the story?

2 Can you see three things that Grandad has made?



hapter 1

Escape from bed

‘It's happening again, Mum, Marvin shouted.

There was no reply.

Marvin was going to be late for school and it was all
because of Grandad. Grandad and his mad gadgets.

Marvin looked up at the clock on his bedroom wall.
The clock was one of Grandad’s mad gadgets. It didn't
say ‘Quarter Past Eight’ which was the real time. It said
‘Quarter Past Shower Time  because Marvin usually had
his shower at eight o’clock. Marvin shouted again.

‘Mum. Can you help me? I can’t get out of bed.

Still no reply from downstairs. Marvin slowly
counted to ten and then screamed as loudly as he could,
‘HELLO. CAN ANYBODY HEAR ME?

Nobody could. Grandad was making too much noise
in the garage. He always made a lot of noise when he was
making his gadgets.

Marvin’s bed was another of Grandad’s mad gadgets.
Every morning at eight oclock, the bed woke up and tidied
the blankets so Marvin didn’t have to. The problem was
that today Marvin woke up at quarter past eight, so the
bed tried to tidy him up too.

The blanket on the bed didn’t want to let him go, so
he couldn't move his arms and legs. He was like a banana,
waiting for someone to come and eat him or like toothpaste
in a tube, waiting for someone to push him out.

Chapter 1 Escape frombed 7



