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Small Words To Imply Great Aspiration

1.A chat On Art Work Collection

As a tradition, art work collection lies among the people for a long time in China. Being one of the
carriers of the excellent Chinese culture it survives the wars and chaos of the society. On the other
hand, the governmental collection has long been regarded as the main stream in the art work
collection. For some reasons, collection among the people was neglected and belittled for some time.
However, over the past 30 years, with the economic rapid growth and the rise for appreciation for
art and culture of the Chinese people, the art work collection becomes brisk again.

At present China has around 10,000 associations of art work collection and markets of the same
nature and about 1000 theme or series collection. It is clear that the collection among the people
and the collection by government organizations can have the complementary advantages with each
other in terms of quantity, quality, or protection of culture heritage. Today, the amount of Chinese
collectors has come to more than 100,000,000. To pay more attention to the study of it will play a
positive role in promoting the development of the art work collection.

2.A Little Knowledge About The Print Art

Prints are commonly seen as a kind of art in both China and the western countries. Regarding its
origin,there are several sayings. Some say it originated in the Han Dynasty. Some say the East Jin
Dynasty and some say the Six-Dynasties or the Sui. More people believe that it originated in the
Han Dynasty. Actually, it took form from the stone relief and Chines Portrait brick. According to the
historical record, printing on fabric and engraving began to appear in the Han Dynasty. The woodcut
Buddha figure appeared in the Tang Dynasty and the woodcut New Year Painting in the Song
Dymasty, while the illustration in books witnessed its peak in Yuan and Ming Dynasty. Up to now the
woodcut printing has had a history of 1200 years. The famous Chinese writer who had a deep study
on engraving Lu Xun once said “ the technique of cutting on wood printing on paper ensures its far
spread and to approach the people.”

As a type of an art and means of transmission, it has drawn the devotion of many artists in
Chinese history.The Chinese printing, known as the “block printing” plays a key role in sharing and
duplicating. The printing with the aim of duplicating and transmitting has had a history of more
than 1,000 years, yet in terms of creation of print works it has had a history of less than 100 years.
In fact, people got to know it only in 1930s through the new print movement.

Basically, the contemporary print works may fall in four types, namely bulge, concave, flat and hole.
In addition, new printing techniques have been introduced such as the web version, comprehensive
edition, process plate, digital version and so on.. Each produces different effects. But most of print
artists prefer the original way in the hope to keep their works of printmaking indirect, printmaking
plural, printmaking originality, printmaking dear to and the copyright reserved. In so doing, they
want their works to be different from other types of paintings.

The prints are characterized by the printmaking plural. But it is entirely different from the ordinary
duplicated printings. The original work means the unique way in creation by the artist and his
presence in the whole process from beginning to the end.

China, as a nation of a long history, has a tradition for appreciation for arts and culture. Apart from
the artistic value and the collection value, the historic and cultural value of the prints of different
times are to be seen day by day. Print is a comprehensive work of art, merging printing, engraving,




and printing into one. The classical prints are the hot items for the collectors today. Because of the
good conditions of the print copybooks, the letter paper album preserved since the Ming and the Qing
Dynasty they are treated as significant documents nowadays. The newly created Chinese prints have
attracted much attention for their distinctive features and their tendency in ideology.

© 3. My Understanding On Classics

The print works in this album are all originals from the private collection with a wide range of
subjects including the works of the print artists of the old generations in 1980s last century which.
demonstrate their different artistic styles and their pursuit for the appreciation of beauty. The
guideline in editing this album is not to select those from other picture books and those that are kept
in the hands of the collectors. So it is inevitable that some of the famous print works by the famous
artists are not put into this album. Eventually 300 works are chosen from among about 1,000 prints.
What we considered include the accomplishments of the artists, the time and the region of the works,
the type and the theme of the prints as well as the techniques and the preserved conditions. Though
it can not give you a bird’s eye view, we still feel pleased. At least, it can provide you with some vivid
clues.

At present, print is not a hot art and its living condition is not ideal, let alone make investment with
it. The capital market seems not to realize its artistic value, historic value and the cultural value
of the print art. .Under these circumstances it becomes more precious for the collection among the
people. It can not only protect and preserve the rare works by famous artists but also provide an
opportunity for print lovers to know, to understand the print through trade, exchange, display or
even publishing books. It has done its bit to avoid a large number of famous print works to disappear
from the society and its bit for the further study of the print art in the future.

Sowing in Spring and Harvesting in Autumn is the basic law of the year. As known to all, “Spring &
Autumn” is an important period in Chinese history. There is no way for us to try to make history.
in the print art world under the name “Spring & Autumn”. What we want is to recall the days and
the time gone by with the memories of the print art in Chinese contemporary history through this
album.

I would like to express my appreciation to Mr. Xie Qingwei who paid much attention to the young
and promising print artists in the early days and my heartfelt thanks to the two famous collectors
Mr.Tang Wei and Tang Hui for their firm support, and my very special thanks to Mr. Wang Qi, the
famous print artist and the fine art theorist in china. He wrote the inscription for this album in spite
of his old age, for which we are very grateful.

“While picking asters neath the Eastern fence, my gaze upon the Southern Mountain rests” The poem
tells how at ease the heart feels before the beautiful nature. On this, it can also serve as a guideline
for art work collection.

He Si'en
June 21,2014
At National Library
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The Story Of The Print Art

The print, the woodcut print in particular, is a comprehensive work of art and an important type of
painting of mankind, which assembles the techniques of painting, engraving, and printing by using
knives instead of brush pens. It creates unique artistic value and takes a special position in the history
~ of art. Looking back at the past decades, one can find it covers a large array of categories. For example,
the Buddhist text books through block printing in ancient china, the woodcut plate of the Ming and
the Qing Dynasties, the Chinese folk New Year painting and those religion themed prints during the
Renaissance period of the western world as well as the Ukiyoe in Japan. For years, the efforts made
by the print artists both Chinese and foreign have never come to a stop and so have the exchanges.
Print in China looks like an old man who has been walking and moving forward steadily and firmly
regardless of the ups and downs and countless hardships brought about by the society. Today, along
with the economic development China, is getting stronger and stronger. As a result, it gives rise to the
spread_a.nd popularization of culture of different kinds to the people and the print art is aniong them.

However, the fact of both the creation and the development of the print art falls far behind our times.
Today it is still quite a distance from the daily life of the average people, not to get deep into their life
but stay at the edge, so to speak. As for the collection, only a few have made it a hobby due to the lack of
the support and guidance from the government and the lack of favor of the related institutions. Things
seem much better in the developed countries. There, not only the museums, art organizations pay lots
of attention to the collection of the print works but also the common families do the same.

The 37 Museum, a special organization, aims to try hard to preserve the rare and valuable print
works, books and documents kept in the society in order to establish a normal order on the art work
exchanges and build a platform for the collectors, artists and fans so as to bring about an opportunity
to more people to understand, to enjoy, to love and to collect the print works better.

At the very beginning, the print is an art to serve the people. It is one of the beautiful flowers in the
garden of art.

After 20 years of collection the 3Z Museum has housed a considerable size of print works ranging
from works of different times, including EX Libris, woodcut new-year Prints art, rare books and
prints documents. The collected works cover several hundreds of years with an amount of over
30,000 pieces in all.

People say life is a fairy tale or a story. The print artists are living a lonely life, yet working hard.

Like a candle, they burn themselves to shine upon others. They tell stories by singing of the beauty of
the times to touch more people of the society. People always intend to admire others’ happiness, yet
not to realize they themselves are being admired. Let us do more good things for people. Let the print
art grow more healthily and the hobby of collection go into thousands upon thousands of ordinary
households.

Zhao Tangwei
Spring & Autumn Printmaking Museum
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A Little Memory: My Luck With The Print Art

After the founding of new China, many compounds for the military families were built by the arms of
different services. Children living in these compounds grew up daily under the special circumstances
 with a kind of taste of art.

All the year round there was usually a movie show either in the auditorium or in playground at each
weekends. We were moved again and again by the stories on the screen. Once we got a chance to
approach the artistic works, it was natural that we chose the print art for it so resembled the color
of night and so gave the feeling of a picture.

Many children were not good at study but fond of reading novels like “Three Dynasties”, “Water
Margin”, “Shake Hands For A Second Time”etc. When they had to come to a stop while reading,
many would fold the very page as a reminder for later on reading. A few would leave a bookmark
between pages. It was them who came to love the print art later as in their eyes a print looked
exactly like a bookmark.

1 also remembered very well that in those days it was popular to make a new cover for the textbooks
when I was a school boy. The chance came when there was a foreign exhibition. We all went there
to queue up in order to get the leaflets. How beautiful they were! I am sure today that those leaflets
certainly had some influence on making our hobby of collection of the print works.

We could play games with the paper from the textbooks. The paper was dear to some who won in the
games but cold to those who lost. No matter who they were, paper got closer to everyone when we
were having our hand print lessons.

Some children were naughty enough. They could play with what they could catch. Sometimes they
climbed up trees or sometimes they played the slingshots or played inside of the air raid shelter. The
most secret object for them was to have a knife. Up to now whenever I see one that can be used for
engraving, I will buy it even at high price. I am sure you know the reason.

Zhao Qing Wei
May 14,2014
After a cigar break
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A Little Girl Selling the Dinner Wares_by A Ge_Wood block waterprint
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A Distant Source, A Long History_by An Zhengzhong_Woodcut
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A grape f;[]]]ih by Bai Ding_Coloured woodcut



