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PREFACE to the Chinese Translation

It is 35 years since The Social Logic of Space was published by
Cambridge University Press, and since then, it has seen space syntax, the
field the book founded, become an established discipline, with hundreds
and thousands of papers, an academic journal, a world symposium
every second year, and an annual Chinese symposium. Through these
developments, the book has been influential not only in architecture and
but also in fields where space is an academic and theoretical issue, such
as archaeology, anthropology, museology, human geography, and many
others. It has also generated an approach to architectural and urban design
and master planning which is being increasingly used by leading architects.

The book originated in a very practical way with what we might call
the ‘architect’s question’ ; what will happen if I design space this way?
This everyday question implies some kind of architectural determinism,
and lies within the broader question of the relation between space and
society. For many at the time, the ‘failure of modernism’ was evidence
there was no such relation. For others it was evidence that there a relation,
but that it had not been understood. There could not be ‘failure’, if there
was no relation, and doubting architectural determinism in toto was
equivalent to saying that whatever the architect does spatially it makes no
difference. So how then to proceed?

The problem was to describe space in such a way as to relate it to
society, and to describe society so as to relate it to space. The Social Logic
of Space begins by developing a system of concepts through which this
problem could be addressed : the ‘inverted genotype’- the idea that abstract
information governing space could be held and transmitted through the real
world of objects ; ‘description retrieval’ as the mechanism by which this
information could be accessed ; the ‘discrete system’—whose constituents
are spatially independent of each other ; ‘morphic languages’ made up of

patterns in which, unlike natural languages, syntax is more important than
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semantics ; the ‘restricted random process’—the idea of probabilistic rules
governing an otherwise random spatial process with an emergent structure
of some kind. The ‘beady ring’ settlement form, and how it was generated
was the motivating example. The book outlines how this system of ideas
was developed from structuralism, theoretical biology, catastrophe theory,
Durkheimian sociology, and, most of all, from information theory.

Once it was formulated, it was clear that the beady ring was one of a
number of processes with less or more complex rules, requiring shorter or
longer strings of symbols to describe. From this came the idea of short and
long models, first discussed in the book as p- and g-, or phenotype and
genotype models, with the beady ring process identified as the paradigmatic
short model. More important, short and long models could describe both
spatial and social processes, allowing a role for randomness and expressing
the degree of order in encounters. This brought to light a fundamental
socio-spatial dynamic : that spatial integration, other things being equal,
is associated with short social models, because space generates informal
encounter, while spatial segregation leads to long, so more formal, social
models to create encounter over distance. A parallel formulation can be made
for social distance : that social distance is, in the nature of things, associated
with long models, and social integration with short.

It is not possible to make any kind of useful summary of the large
number of studies, particularly urban studies, generated by The Social
Logic of Space and its nearly 7000 citations, through the field of space
syntax. But perhaps it is worth remarking that the methodology of linear
analysis of settlement space, first set out in chapter 3, and now based on
the segments between junctions, is being used to model whole countries,
and even continents, and derive useful information from their analyses.
It is being argued that it is only a matter of time before a world model of
settlement space is developed. In a practical, as well as theoretical sense
then, The Social Logic of Space remains the foundation of space syntax,
and it is a great pleasure to me that it has now been translated into Chinese.

I hope it will both help to create a new insight into China’s remarkable

Bill hillier
15" April, 2019

urban history, and contribute to its continuation.
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